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mSTORY OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR. 


Yet m Midsummer, 1904, only two 
out of five or si'iC volumes of the 
“ History of the War in South Africa ** 
had appeared, and a good many months 
must necessarily elapse before the com- 
pletion of this monumental undertaking 
is in siglit. In the meantime there are 
other histories of the Boer War — 
" Cassell’s ” among them — from which 
countless readers have probably obtained 
a far more vivid and, on the whole, 
perhaps, a not less accurate idea of the 
great struggle in question than they 
might find possible after a conscientious 
study of such a mass of detail and 
closely reasoned argument as the 
more complete record will ultimately 
present. 

The “ middle way ” suggested in con- 
nection with the present work seems 
safe and easy. But it was dismissed as 
a half - measure which would Secure 
neither the fulness and complete accuracy 
of a history produced with real delibera- 
tion, nor permit the narrative to be in- 
vested with that added dramatic interest 
which arises from a nearly contemporary 
publication. 

Accordingly, after an Introduction by 
Mr. Didsy, every word of which is as 
much to the point to-day as it was when 
it was written, the present record was 
made to commence with an actually 
warlike episode, the firing of the first 
shot of the War, followed swiftly by a 
narration of the midnight attack upon 
Port Arthur on February 8th. The sub- 
sequent course of events was somewhat 
closely followed at first, not because it 
was thought desirable to be promptly 
up-to-date, but because until lately the 
operations have been marked by certain 
rather baffling delays which, coupled 
with the reticence more especially of the 
Japanese authorities, have been the cause 


of some tribulation to contemporary 
chroniclers. 

But, notwithstanding this drawback, 
it may be claimed that the foregoing nar- 
rative is what it professes to be, namely, 
as full and as accurate an account of the 
War as w'as possible at the time of 
writing, and that such minor deficiencies 
as were inevitable are of small account 
compared with the vivid presentment of 
occurrences W’hile the latter are still fresh 
in the public mind. Of the various sorts 
of history, to many the most fascinating 
is that produced in what the Germans 
so aptly call the Stttrm und Drang of 
current movement and action. Nor 
should even the careful student disdain 
to seek material for his final estimate, 
more especially perhaps of great wars, 
in narratives of engagements and other 
operations published within a few weeks 
of the events themselves. Such con- 
temporary records may lack complete 
impartiality; they may not possess great 
depth of focus, but they can be, and often 
are, much more graphic and realistic 
than more pretentious histories produced 
when time has cooled righteous indigna- 
tion, and details of deep human interest 
have become obscured by larger issues 
on which the true historian is anxious to 
lay stress. 

Vet it must not be supposed that this 
story is the result of mere casual glances 
at the telegrams in the daily papers, 
coupled with a lively imagination and a 
strong desire to " make pictures ” out 
of every episode which lends itself to 
that process. Long before the War 
broke out the present writer made ex- 
tensive preparations for following the 
course of a campaign which he felt was 
inevitable, and in which he was, for 
various reasons, peculiarly interested. 
Nor, since the commencement of Iiostili- 
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tics, has anj' labour been spared to sup- geographical points by reference to the 
plemcnt the facts available in the Press best available maps, 
by other information only accessible to Incidentally, a warm tribute may be 
those who make a special study of such paid to the general accuracy of the Press 
matters. As regards the newspaper ac- despatches sent under extremely trying 
counts, a number of these have been conditions. In no recent campaign has 



RUSSIA’S ADVANCE IN THE FAR EAST, 1858 TO 1898. 
By permission, Jrom “The Ncur Far East," by Arthur Di6sy. 


most carefully collated with a view to the censorship been more strict, nor the 
securing the utmost accuracy possible in temptation to supply deficiencies of fact 

cases where on the spot there has been by imaginative effect more strong. Yet, 

a divergence in the details gathered by on the whole, there, has been a singular 

industrious correspondents, and the absence of reckless and of baseless as- 

greatest pains have been taken to verify sumption, a circumstance of peculiar im- 
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portancc to the present writer, who has 
had cxccptionnJ opportunities in the carlj' 
stages of the War of discovering the 
true wortli of tlic telegraphic information 
in the various leading papers. Of his 
indebtedness to tliis or that particular 
source it will, perhaps, sufiicc to say 
briefly that in specific cases due acknow- 
ledgment has been made and will con- 
tinue to be made. Dut the general 
scheme of this narrative is the writer's 
own. Here and there the views of 
others are necessarily reproduced, al- 
though not necessarily copied. “ Great 
wits jump ” more harmoniously in re- 
gard to the eternal principles of warfare 
than in connection with most scientific 
studies, possibly because those principles 
are so constantly receiving such practi- 
cal and forcible demonstration. Nor is 
It the aim of this publication to puzzle 
its readers with new and striking pro- 
positions in regard to strategy and 
tactics, but rather to explain any “ prob- 
lems ” in a popular style, and by 
methods which the great majority of 
experts will probably agree in consider- 
ing satisfactory. 

After this personal preface let us pro- 
ceed to the historical retrospect fore- 
shadowed in the opening sentence of 
the present chapter. Already from time 
to time in the course of this narrative 
it has been necessary to glance at facts 
and happenings lying a little apart from 
the actual sequence of the warlike opera- 
tions. For the history of a great 
struggle like this has many aspects be- 
sides those connected with purely naval 
and military science. A famous writer 
once spoke rather disparagingly of 
“drum and trumpet history,” but at 
least it may be claimed for the right 
kind of war chronicle that it is, nay, 
must be, comprehensive. For this 


reason our record of the campaign in 
the Far East has already contained 
something of political, geographical, and 
ethnographical interest outside the tale 
of weary marches on land, swift move* 
ments by sea, and desperate fighting 
generally. And now a point has beer 
reached at which a still broader view 
may well be taken. A distinct stage of 
the War has been completed, and a situa- 
tion produced into^the details of which 
we shall presently enquire. Is not this 
a favourable opportunity for a dive into 
the sea of the Past, and an attempt to 
bring to the shore of the Present some 
more of those big facts which alone can 
make real history of mere annals of 
heroic blood-letting.^ 

With the causes of the Russo-Japanese 
War Mr. Di6sy has dealt with admirable 
clearness in his Introduction to this 
History. In that lucid statement will 
be found summarised both Russia’s aim 
at the attainment of complete supremacy 
in Asia, and Japan’s determination to 
withstand that far-reaching effort as far, 
at any rate, as the integrity of Korea 
was concerned. Sixteen weeks of war 
have brought both Russian purpose and 
Japanese resistance into stronger relief; 
but they have done more. They ha\e 
revealed what could not have been 
guessed Avith absolute accuracy even by 
the shrewdest student of history, politics, 
and war. They have not only allowed 
us to isolate, as it were, the bacillus 
of war; they have not only shown in a 
very striking manner Avith Avhnt uni- 
formity that bad bacillus Avork.s Avhen 
similar conditions favourable to its de- 
velopment are present. They have 
sharply defined the central fact that, at 
the commencement of 1904, Russia was 
no more ready to fight Jap.'m than Spain 
AA-as ready to fight the United St.ntc.s in 
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1898 ; than France was ready to Rgbt 
Germany in 1870 ; than, to take an 
earlier and still more instructive ex- 
ample, Persia was ready to fight 
Maccdon in 334 n.c. With these reve- 
lations have been combined a number 
of others tending to demonstrate with 
peculiar force and completeness the mar- 
vellous insight of the great Greek writer 
who first discovered that history is self- 
repeating, and who, in a memorable 
passage, may be said to have fore- 
shadowed the French Revolution. His- 
tory repeats itself I There were few 
indeed who, when Japan broke off diplo- 
matic relations with Russia, would 
have cared to prophesy that in a few 
weeks comparisons would be drawn, and 
seriously and effectively drawn, between 
the Russo-Japanese War and those by- 
gone conflicts which successively humili- 
ated Persia, France, and Spain. 

It has been said that the first-named 
of these three past wars Is likely to prove 
a more useful parallel than the other two, 
and this point has been made the subject 
of some deeply interesting remarks by 
clever writers. The comparison has 
been strengthened by allusion to the fact 
that, when Persia clashed with Macedon, 
she was not really an effete and worn- 
out nation any more than Russia is, but 
was merely badly organised for any im- 
portant warlike eflfort. For years she 
had relied on her prestige and apparent 
strength to impose her will upon others, 
and in many cases the fear of bringing 
such vast possibilities Into hostile move- 
ment was sufficient to check any serious 
opposition to her ambitions and ideas 
of seU-aggrandisement. In time slie 
struck upon hard rock in the shape of 
Macedonia, already converted into a 
compact military organisation by the 
genius of Philip, who was assassinated 


just when his dream of successful re- 
sistance to Persia might have been 
realised. The crossings of the Hellespont 
by Alexander has some points of general 
resemblance to the crossing of the Yalu 
by the Japanese, not as a military 
operation, of course, but as the com- 
mencement of, to all Intents and pur- 
poses, an invasion of a huge Empire by 
a small but hardy nation. The com- 
parison may be fancifully enlarged, but 
no further attempt need here, for the 
present at any rate, be made to extend 
it. It has merely been introduced as a 
lesson in history, one which may be pur- 
sued or not according to the reader's 
taste, but which even in a bare statement 
has a certain vigorous significance. 

Attempts have been made to emphasise 
the connection between race-hatred and 
the outbreak of war between Russia and 
Japan. But the truth seems to be that 
race-hatred is itself a product rather than 
a cause, and that it is not at all safe 
to draw any very large deductions from 
its existence. The Russians have been 
taught to hate the “ yellowskins,” and 
the Japs have been indoctrinated with 
the idea that the Russians in general 
are treacherous, greedy, and unscrupu- 
lous to the last degree. But it is idle 
to seek the origin of the War in such 
crude sentiments, and equally foolish to 
thiftk that the latter will have any effect 
upon the continuance of the struggle. 

As a matter of fact, there is so much 
in common between Russia and Asia 
that, but for conflicting aims, Russians 
and Japanese might be the best of 
friends. There are thousands of soldiers 
m Russia’s v.^st army who are quite .ns 
Asiatic in their ideas and habits as even 
the Japanese of the provinces, and in 
both the cis-Ural Russian and the Jap 
there arc qualities of simple faith, of 
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kindliness, of j;ood hmnour, which 
would $40 far to produce a bond of 
friendly intercourse in happier circutn- 
stances. 

But Russia, like the Persia of classit'al 
times, is swayed hy forces in which 
national iemj)erament .and char.acteris- 
tics have loniy been crushcfl to m.ake 
room for the re.alisation of pi.ant .am- 
bitions and the satisfaction of devouring' 
earth-inmtier. One after .another she 
has t.aken in the Centr.al .Xsi.an tribes, 
.and woidd by this time have .abs<irbt;d 
Persia. .Xfs^hanistan, :md ’J'ibet, but for 
tiic counter innuenee <'f Gre.at Hrit.ain 
exercised throiu^h India. Spra'.adinpf 
I'.ar-l'kastw.ards, she had att.ained otic of 
her objects by securim,-' a, comp.ar.atively 
speaking, w.arm-w.ater terminus for tbe 
Siberian Railw.ay .at Pori .Artbur. 'I'hat 
was the crisis, the turnini^-poinl — for 
this is what a crisis really means 
■ — in her latter-day history. I‘'e.w fairer 
prospects have ever been open to any 
nation than that which Russia had be- 
fore her in 1903. Of tremendous weii^ht 
in the councils of Ruropc, she had 
secured in Asia a foothold comparable 
only with that won at an infinitely 
greater expenditure of blood and time 
by Great Britain liersclf. As long as 
she was content with what she already 
possessed there was no one to interfere 
with her, and tlierc were several steady- 
ing" influences, such as Great Britain’s 
anxiety to keep the peace in southern 
Asia, and China’s existence as a great 
conservative force in the north-cast. 
There is little that Russia could not 
have achieved, and achieved cheaply and 
with glorious credit, had she been con- 
tent to work peacefully and in good 
faith towards the improvement of her 
splendid position. A Siberia teeming 
with mineral wealth : two Far-Eastern 


ports linked up with .St. Petersburg 
itself by rail ; industrial centres, like 
Harbin, alrc.'uly in a stale of astonishing 
prosperity — these, .'uid :i score of other 
."ulvantages, Russi.'i risked by a “ forward 
policy,” .'IS f.’ituous in its execution as 
it was objectionable in its design and 
scope. 

Xever did a nation more delibcr.-ilely 
seek war than did Russia in this in- 
st.'incc. Xot merely because she pre- 
p.’ired for war, but because her prcp.'ira- 
tion w.'is both offensive and inadequate. 
If having m.'idc Port .Arihur impregnable 
she had ."issembled there and at \'Iadi- 
vostok a fleet so obviously superior to 
th:it of Japan diat tbe latter would not, 
in common prudence, have ventured upon 
any hostilities unless she bad actually 
attacked, Russia might conceivably have 
att.'dned her wished-for supremacy by 
sheer weig"hl of metal. But she made 
the fatal mistake of multiplying her 
.'ictu.'d strcng"th by her own inordinate 
conceit, and of looking to mere ” bluff ” 
to make up for real deficiencies, more 
especi.'dly in sea power. This, loo, in 
the face of a nation which had been 
watching her every movement for years, 
was inspired with a longing to pay off 
old scores as regards Russia’s acquisi- 
tion of Port Arthur, and had, ever since 
her own war with China, been preparing 
steadily for a possible collision with a 
more formidable foe. 

Never has national arrogance been 
more recklessly displayed than it was in 
this case. Russia had increased her 
armaments in the Far East consider- 
.ably during 1903, more especially as 
regards the despatch of ships from her 
Baltic squadron to swell the Fleet under 
the newly appointed A^iceroy of the Far 
East. But even in this respect she took 
no proper care to secure that' large 
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preponderance wliicli alone ^vouId have 
justified her oflensive altitude. SIic re- 
mained blind to the fact that her best 
Avarships were not so modern or .so 
powerful as those of japan, and she fell 
into war, while her naval superiority was 
little more th.an nominal, without any 
rej^ard to Jajjan’s immense advantages 
as regards dockyards and arscn.als. 
How she could have imagined that, with 
such indifferent preparation, she could 
not only secure but retain the command 
of the sea in opposition to an enemy 
which showed such naval aptitude as 
Japan did in 7894, passes comprehension. 
Vet she must have confidently antici- 
pated some such result, or she would 
have surely hesitated to court the fear- 
ful damage more especially to her pres- 
tige, which could not but follow a clear 
loss of supremacy at sea. 

I'licrc can be but one cxplan.ation of an 
attitude so completely at variance with 
the rules of common caution. To the 
ver}' last, one half of Russian officialdom 
must have believed that “ bluff ” Avould 
deter Japan from entering into war until 
Korea had been effectively occupied, ns 
it doubtless would have been in the 
spring. The other half ma}’ well have 
been ignorant of the real strength of 
Japan, and of the real Aveakness of 
Russia in the Far East, and doubtless 
trusted to the mere names of tlie Tsar 
and his Viceroy to OA^ercome any trifling 
opposition that might be offered to Rus- 
sian designs.’ Such insane ideas AA^ere 
fostered by the absurdly exaggerated ac- 
counts of enormous revicAvs of ships and 
men at Port Arthur and Vladivostok, 
and by the half-contemptuous procras- 
tination displayed in the negotiations 
Avith Japan. The notion gained ground, 
even among some European nations 
which might have knoAvn better, that 


Riussia Avas putting the final touches to 
her Avork, Avas making assurance doubly 
sure, Avas Avaiting until she felt that she 
had merely to shake her Avarlike crest 
to inspire at any rate japan Avith panic 
fear. 

\'ct in the early days of 1904 Russia 
Avas remaining nearly passive, save for a 
final naval rein for cement Avhich japan 
first discounted by purchasing the 
Nisshiu and Kasuga from the Argentine 
Republic, and then rendered impossible 
by destroying the fancied Russian naval 
superiority in a single night. She Avas 
taking no sound measures to consolidate, 
her military forces in the Trans-Baikal 
region. The EastAvard movement of her 
troops, hampered as it Avas by the difli- 
culty of keeping them supplied, had been 
only imposing Avhen exaggerated by 
doubtful reports. She evidently had no 
definite plan of campaign in the event 
of Avar. Port Arthur had been fortified 
most strongly, but little had been done 
for Vladivostok. Nearly everything, in 
a AA'ord, AA'as being left to chance, in the 
confident hope that once more the Avatch- 
AA'ord “ Mighty Russia and the Tsar! ” 
AA'ould make up for all deficiencies. 

“ EA'crything is ready, Sire, to the last 
gaiter-button,” Avas the assurance AAdiich 
Napoleon III. received from Marshal 
Leboeuf on the eve of the Franco- 
Prussian War. Similarly, no doubt, 
Nicholas II. learnt from Alexeieff that 
no detail Avas lacking to demonstrate 
Russia’s capacity, if necessary, to grind 
Japan to poAA'^der. Yet less than three 
months of Avar was needed to shoAv that 
on land as on sea the only real superiority 
possessed by the Colossus of the North 
lay in the latter’s extraordinary belief in 
the power of bluff as opposed to the re- 
sults of unwearying patience, marvellous 
tenacity, and forethought covering the 
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minutest details in the way of warlike 
preparation. 

There is, ns has been sugrffested before 
in this narrative, some temptation to 
carry the comparison with what happened 
in 1870 a little further and to compare 
Japan’s readiness with that of Prussia. 
But it has already been shown that any 
such attempted parallel is unfair to Japan 
as uell as otherwise misleading-. An 
added point is that the struggle for which 
Japan had been gathering her strength 
for ten long years was of more serious 
moment to her than a war with France 
could in any event have been to Prussia. 
Had France been successful the forma* 
tion of the German Empire might have 
been delayed, and German commercial 
progress rudely checked. But in a few 
years the country would have recovered 
itself as completely, if not perhaps .so 
quickly, as France did. For Japan the 
outlook, in the event of failure to with- 
stand the first shock of a collision 
with her mighty antagonist, is alto- 
gether different. This war means ro her 
a struggle for existence, and, in the clear 
knowledge that it is so, her preparations 
have been on a scale which, taking Ihe 
relative size and wealth of the two 
countries into account, must be reckoned 
more elaborate and effectual even than 
those of which the corner-stone was the 
genius of von Moltke. 

The fact that Japan had to prepare for 
a long and arduous series of naval 
operations, as well as for a land cam- 
paign, alone differentiates her case from 
that of Prussia. What has happened in 
the past sixteen weeks further raises her 
on this account to a level never reached 
in modern history by any nation in the 
vs’Orld. Ready by land and sea I What 
country has been clearly, indisputably, 
this since war became a matter In which 


armies run into hundreds of thousands 
of men, and each one of a half-a-dozen 
ships in a single squadron may mean an 
expenditure in money alone of over a 
million sterling? Without pursuing re- 
flections which might take an invidious 
turn, let us try to consider what sacrifices 
such requirements have imposed upon a 
country like Japan, which, but a short 
two score years ago, had not emerged 
from a state by the side of which the 
England of Xorman times compares, in 
some points of civilisation, rather favour- 
ably. What patient self-abnegation on 
the part of the manhood of a nation just 
beginning to “find itself” is involi’ccf 
in the institution of a military organisa- 
tion which, at a stroke of the pen, 
can put a quarter of a million trained 
soldiers at least into the field ! What 
repression of legitimate domestic am- 
bitions is indicated in the careful hus- 
banding of resources which enables Japan 
to spend million upon million in the 
acquisition of warships of the most 
modern type 1 

The teaching of history in the case of 
both these two now belligerent nations 
seems to merit a few passing remarks. 
What will, perhaps, strike the intelli- 
gent observer more forcibly than any 
other aspect of this great struggle in its 
preliminary stage is the fact that here 
the East seems to be moving for once 
very much more quickly than the West, 
and that this does not seem at all in 
accordance with tlie established rule of 
things. It is true that Russia cannot 
be described as a type of Western pro- 
gress, and that in many parts of that 
vast, and often barren, country the march 
of civilisation is represented at best by 
a thoroughly corrupt and unscrupulous 
officialism. " Scratch a Russian and jon 
will find a Tartar” is an old ad.agc 
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sometimes easy of effective application 
even to the to'wnbred Slav. But still 
Russia in Europe is European in many 
attributes with which unassisted Asiatic 
progress has little in common. Or 


nation or tribe which is not absolutely 
controlled by a European Power. One 
makes the latter reservation because 
there are Asiatic communities — the 
Parsees, for example — which for culture 
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rather, to put it in another way, the 
average Russian, since at any rate the 
emancipation of the serfs, has a clear 
right to regard himself as belonging to a 
higher order of civilisation than the 
average Asiatic belonging to an average 


and conduct will put many a European 
community outside Russia to shame. 

Yet Russia, owing to the fatal gulf 
which separates her governing power 
from her people, is being taught a costly 
lesson by Japan without having made 


300 HJSTORY OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE IVAH 


any serious ciTort at all to avoid that 
humiliation. It is not because she has 
not had lessons in the past ; it is not 
because lier people arc inert or cowardly; 
it is not even because she has attained 
to such wealth and grandeur that, 
like the Rome of the Cresars, the India 
of the Moghuls, she has become luxurious 
to the verge of decadence. There is, 
as has been constantly urged in these 
pages, much to admire in the Russian 
national character ; there is even a great 
deal which commands respect in the 
work of the autocrats and statesmen 
who of late have controlled her destinies. 
But her progress has not been on the 
right lines. The Russian Ship of State 
is like an immense, but old-fashioned, 
cargo-boat into which have been put 
engines of the very finest type such as 
might be suitably fitted to a first-class 
cruiser. The result has been that she 
has been driven at' too high a speed for 
her frame, and the hull may at any 
moment show sign of having been 
badly strained in the process. 

The Far Eastern policy of Russia is in 
some respects a grand conception, and 
the construction of the Siberian Railway 
as one of the first foundations of that 
policy IS something of which any country 
and ruler might be proud. But, while 
she has gone far and fast in this direc- 
tion, she has not taken the precautions 
necessary to prevent a sudden, perhaps 
complete, check to her progress. This 
is the more surprising because, in Central 
Asia, Russia has been for the most part 
singularly successful in her gradual ad- 
vances, Latterly she has, let us hope, 
met a sufficiently high wall of prejudice 
in Afghanistan ; but elsewhere, notably 
in Turkestan, she has not only made good 
her foothold, but has conferred many 
benefits on populations formerly ranking 


very low indeed in the social scale. In 
Manchuria she has never, despite 
apparent prosperity, played a great 
part. To the Chinese she has been 
hard and sometimes terribly cruel, 
while her cynical disregard of solemn 
undertakings, the tortuous character 
of her negotiations with Peking, 
her flagrant efforts to dominate Korea 
through the medium of a timber Con- 
cession, had long ago disgusted fair- 
minded European observers. But her 
real folly consisted in her overbearing 
attitude towards Japan, an attitude which 
she failed to back up by a reserve of 
promptly available force. 

And what of Japan? Volumes have 
been wTitten in which the astonishing 
rise of this country from a condition of 
semi-barbarism to a recognised position 
among the great Powers of the world 
has received appreciative record, and 
indeed the theme is an inspiring one. 
But it is not always that the true in- 
wardness of this extraordinary develop- 
ment is realised. In order to examine 
it properly we must not rush too hastily 
into vague estimates of national charac- 
ter, but rather take sober calculated 
views of political factors, just as we have 
recently done in the case of Russia. The 
latter’s early failure to justify her at- 
tempted expansion towards the Far Ea^i 
was, as we have seen, largely due to the 
fact that in Russia there is not that true 
relationship between the Governmcnl 
and the governed which there must be 
in any ■\\eH-ordered State, whatever arc 
the principles on wliicli it is ruled. 
Japan’s triumph has sprung chiefly from 
the Mikado’s shrewd realisation of the 
fact that a Constitution would c\cntually 
gi\e his country just the backbone it re- 
quired, rendering it a hcaltljy, hardy, 
vertebrate creature instead of a mere 
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iridescent Jelly-fish. That is llie true 
i^erni of Japan’.s success, Just as it has 
been the trorin of success in the case of 
another and t;reater Island Nation. 'I'he 
New Constitution of Japan was at first 
recrarded with scune .amusement by 
Western nations, who smiled to sec the 
most artistic and apparently Informal 
nation in tiie world arraviiyt;' itself in 


mass, in which many old national 
were crushed into insignificance. ] 
forth good government bccam 
mainstay of Japan, and, thanks 
insular position, she was able to 1 
foundations of her future greatnes' 
out interference, which might have 
Icssly retarded her development. 


progress was nmn/:ing)y fast, bi 
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European garments and aping Parlia- 
mentary forms of procedure. But it 
soon became evident that the Mikado, 
in fulfilling his promise to give his 
people a Constitution, had taken the 
very best means of securing not only 
their advancement but their protection 
against Western aggression. By its 
means he welded them, or rather they 


had everything in her favour — ai 
lightened ruler, a ductile people, c 
tile country, and more than en 
native shrewdness on the par 
her progressive politicians. Havinj 
dressed herself to the great profiler 
defence, she sought and obtained 
best advice, profited by the exampi 
others, put herself into the hardest 
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took care to have g^ood value for it in the 
way of ships, and guns, and other war 
material. When trouble arose with 
China she gave the world a glimpse of 
her capacity, and showed what good 
government, superadded to Oriental ap- 
titude, had done for her. Europe had 
another such warning in the short 
struggle which culminated in Koniggratz. 
But, just as in 1870 France had failed 
to realise, or had forgotten, or had 
blinded her eyes to the fact, that in 1866 
a new military star of the first magnitude 
had arisen in the sky, so in 1904 Russia 


failed to profit by the warning she in 
common with others had received ten 
years before. What may be the ulti- 
mate result of these errors on the one 
part, and earnest strivings on the other, 
remains to be seen. But already in the 
operations against Port Arthur, and in 
the Battle of Kiu-lien-cheng, we have 
seen history made of a pattern which 
may cause the more thoughtful to won- 
der how much longer the East and the 
West will serve as terms of any but mere 
geographical expression and of no further 
significance. 
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THTE FIRST PHASE ENDED — A GENERAL SURVEY — SOME ADDITIONAL POINTS — OPERATIONS 
AGAINST PORT ARTHUR — A HERO’S FUNERAL — ENGINES OF WARFARE — HIGH ANGLE 
FIRE — SINKING OF THE YOSHINO — TRANSPORT AND SUPPLY — SOME LESSONS— THE 
ONLOOKERS. 


H aving touched Ughtly and dfscur- 
sively on some historical aspects 
of the War, it remains to dot the i’s and 
cross the t’s of the preceding narrative, 
in regard to certain points as to which, 
at the time of writing, there was no very 
complete information available. It has 
already been indicated that, at the end 
of the third week in May, a new stage 
of the operations was about to com- 
mence, The present, therefore, is a most 
convenient juncture at which to supply 
unavoidable deficiencies and, at the same 
time, to “ take stock ” generally, with 
a view to arriving at a correct estimate 
of the business that has been done in 
the period under review. 

To the first phase of the War may be 
roughly assigned the preliminary opera- 
tions, chiefly naval, against Port Arthur; 
the landings in Korea, and the advance 
of the pirst Army of Japan to the Yalu; 
the Passage of the Yalu, the Battle of 
Kiu-lien-cheng, and the advance to Feng- 
hwang-cheng ; and the landing of the 
Second Japanese Army in the Liao-tung 
Peninsula and the consequent isolation of 
Port Arthur. In the foregoing narra- 
tive other movements have been dealt 
with, such as those in connection Avith 
Vladivostok. But, although these be- 
long to the first phase of the War from 
the chronicler’s point of view, they have 
reached no definite stage, and there is, 
accordingly, not much to be gained by 


subjecting them, for the present, to any 
detailed scrutiny by the light of later 
information. 

Of the first great episode of the War, 
the midnight attack upon Port Arthur, 
there is little to add to the description 
given in the first chapter of this work, 
unless it be by way of emphasising the 
completeness with which the Russian gar- 
rison was taken by surprise. It is even 
reported, says a correspondent, who was 
residing at Port Arthur at the time of 
the attack, that a Russian naval officer 
on shore in the New Town, when his 
attention was directed to the firing on 
the fort, remarked airily, “ Ah, they are 
carrying out some night manoeuvres. 
Such things must be; for some day, per- 
haps, we shall have to deal AAuth the 
Japanese!” The same correspondent 
gives a thumb-nail sketch of Port Arthur 
which may be useful in folloAving the 
later operations against that place. It 
is, he says, like most of the Russian 
settlements in the Far East, ‘‘ rather an 
agglomeration of villages than a tOAvn. 
It consists of a port, of old and ncAv 
Russian towns, miles apart; of old and 
neAv China towns; of garrisons, batteries, 
stores, and markets, all isolated. Many 
of the residents knew nothing of the 
night torpedo attack until long after 
daylight. To some the first notice of 
hostilities Avas the bursting of shells in 
the toAAm itself.” 
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Clearly there has been no cxajjgfcration 
In this narrative of the disquieting effects 
upon Port Arthur of the bombardments. 
Speaking of that on February 9th, this 
eye-witness says : “ The immediate effect 
of the firing in the town was general 
consternation of the civilian population. 
Men ran anywhere for shelter; the streets 
were deserted. Hours after the firing 
ceased people congregated in small 
groups and told their experiences; they 
thronged the Bund and quays to inspect 
the havoc wrought by the shells, and to 
receive from each other the moral en- 
couragement they needed. That same 
evening saw the first rush for the railway 
station and a crowding to the passenger 
steamers in the harbour. That night the 
town was in total darkness. Men were 
busy disposing of their goods and making 
plans to leave. Much property changed 
hands. The next day, and the next, and 
the next, the exodus continued ; pro- 
cessions of stretcher - bearers conveyed 
the wounded from the port to the hospi- 
tals; the dead were buried twenty at a 
time. Port Arthur was impressed.” 

Yet it appears that this first lesson was 
not entirely effectual. For ” Japan has 
not yet wounded deeply the self-esteem 
of the Russian. He is even now more 
confident of victory than he was before. 

It is right; we are at war; Japan will be 
taught a lesson she will never forget — 
such are the words of men who belong 
to a race of which this present genera- 
tion has not yet learnt the first word of 
the ’ lesson ’ with which It threatens 
Japan. But the boastings, the idleness, 
the insincerity, all are of the junior officers 
only. The really responsible men, those 
in high positions, now know, if they did 
not realise before, how dangerous the 
position of the Russian Empire in the 
Far East has become, and how slight is 


the hold she has upon the territory she 
believed she had acquired with her rail- 
way concession outside the Great Wall 
of China.” 

Written with reference to what oc- 
curred in February, these words form 
a singularly instructive prologue to what 
occurred in March, April, and May, and 
go far to justify the severe estimate 
formed in the preceding chapter of Rus- 
sia’s strange misconception .of her own 
weakness and her adversary's strength. 

In the interests of accuracy it is, per- 
haps, expedient to state that the attack 
on Port Arthur by the Asagiri and 
Hayatoriy as described in Chapter V., 
was not the first action in which the 
Japanese destroyers had been engaged. 
In the early accounts of the first torpedo 
attack it was stated that torpedo-boats 
were engaged, but it has since trans- 
pired that here, too, the destroyers were 
in evidence. The ist, and, and 3rd 
flotillas of these craft were sent against 
Port Arthur, but apparently only two 
of them carried out the attack. This 
correction enables us to quote an ac- 
count of the operation given by a Japan- 
ese officer who actually took part in it. 

He says: — “The two flotillas steamed 
straight into the enemy’s fleet at anchor, 
keeping a parallel formation. After 
firing their torpedoes the left flotilla 
turned to port, while the right turned to 
starboard, and steamed back ag.ain in the 
same formation. Just before delivering 
the attack the Oboro came in collision 
with the Ikazuchi, and bent her bow 
slightly, and ns she raised a good deal 
of spray in consequence she had to be 
run at half speed, but she did well. 
Then the torpedo turntable on board the 
Inazuma jammed through a piece of wood 
being washed into the cog by tlie sea, 
so the commander turned licr over to the 
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other side and fired. Our iorpedo-boat 
destroyers went so close that they could 
plainly see men rusliing- about the decks 
with lamps in the enemy’s ships. Each 
boat fired one iS-in, 'Whitehead torpedo, 
and three took effect. The Russians did 
not open fire till we were almost out of 
rang:e, fearlng^ perhaps to hit their own 
siiips. Vet during^ the confusion three 
out of the four Russian patrolling- tor- 
pedo-boats sank, taking- each other for 
Japanese, so there are a less number of 
torpedo-boats and torpedo-boat des- 
troyers in Port Arthur than is believed 
in Europe. 

The apparently foolish neg-Iect of the 
Russians to remove the cruiser Varyag 
and the gunboat Korietz from Chemulpo 
lias been explained by tlie fact that the 
Japanese intercepted the Russian wireless 
messages directing the two doomed ships 
to withdraw. It Is now established that 
the Japanese ships which took part in 
the action off Chemulpo were the Asama, 
Chtyoda, Na/iiwa, Nittaka, Takachthoy 
and the Akaslii^ a despatch - boat. 
The torpedo - boats remained spectators 
throughout. The battle commenced at 
about four and a half miles with a shot 
from the Korietz, and was at its warmest 
when the interval narrowed to about 
three miles. 

Of the Port Arthur reconnaissance 
and blocking operations perhaps the most 
active episode was the fight between 
Captain Asai’s and Captain Matousse- 
vitch’s destroyer flotillas, resulting in the 
loss of the Sieregtitchy, as narrated in 
Chapter 'VIII. But greater inspiration is 
unquestionably to be derived from the 
second attempt to sink Japanese mer- 
chantmen in the harbour entrance, that 
extraordinary act of gallantry which cul- 
minated in the death of Commander 
Hirosc. of which a brief account was 


given in Chapter XlV, Allusion was 
made on page 173 to the great public 
funeral which was accorded to the hero’s 
remains, and, as details of these impres- 
si\e rites have since arrived, we may take 
the opportunity of studying a ceremonial 
both closely associated with the 'War and 
intensely characteristic of Japanese senti- 
ment. A peculiarly graphic account is 
that furnished by Mr. E. J. Harrison, 
the Tokio correspondent of the Daily 
Matt, who, after alluding to Commander 
HiVose's varied claims to distinction — he 
was a noted scholar and athlete, as well 
as a first-class fighting man — gives the 
following picturesque description of the 
Shinto burial honours. 

*‘The weird w’all of the ‘ shono-fuc/ 
a peculiar pipe blown by the priests, in- 
timated the approach of the procession, 
Here the foreigner recognised old Japan. 
Soon came the contrast, for, just as the 
two mounted policemen, who headed the 
procession, hove in sight, the naval band 
struck up with splendid effect the superb 
funeral march of Chopin. And yet, after 
all, this seeming incongruity was not so 
very incongruous, for was not Chopin 
himself a native of the land which of all 
others, perhaps, had most reason to hate 
the name of Russia? The guard of 
honour consisted of tw’o hundred blue- 
jackets from 'Vokosuka — fine, sturdy 
fellows, whose faces testified to an un- 
feigned sorrow'. Perhaps the sentiment 
of comradeship had something to do with 
their unwonted grief, since the romantic 
friendship between Sugino, the warrant 
officer, and the Commander shows how 
broad and deep were the sympathies of 
Hirosc. . . . Following ihe guard 

of honour came two Shinto priests, * k.an- 
nuslii,' dressed in white, and riding in a 
carriage of American make ; then llic 
* s.akaki,’ or CUyera JapenUay the sacred 
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tree of tlie Shinto relitrion, borne by blue- 
jackets, with a flai^ bearing' the name 
and rank of the deceased. 

“ The coffin lay on a g-un-carriage, 
drawn by thirty bluejackets, and on either 
side walked three oflicers, class-mates of 
the Commander at the Naval College. 
Miss Kaoru Hirose, the little niece of the 
deceased, was chief mourner, dressed all 
in white, the mourn- 
ing' colour of the 
Japanese. 

“ The route lay 
throug'h some of the 
most picturesque 
parts of the capital, 
w h i c h in turn 
offered strong; con- 
trasts. Here on the 
one hand mig;ht be 
seen some of the 
few remaining; 

‘ nag'aya ’ — t h e se- 
verely simple white- 
pi a s t e r e d tM'O- 
storied barracks 
which in feudal days 
surrounded and pro- 
t e c t e d the ‘ Yas- 
hiki ’ of the ‘ dai- 
mio,’ and served to 
accommodate the 
two-sworded retain- 
ers, ever spoiling- 
for a fight ; on the other, numer- 
ous modern dwellings in foreign style, 
tenanted by both Japanese and 
foreigners, might be accepted as a 
concrete indication of the reality of the 
nation’s compromise with the spirit 
of ancient conservatism. Much of the 
way was along avenues of cherry trees, 
the falling flowers of which covered the 
ground with a light pink carpet. There 
was little ritual at the shrine. Common 


wood benches served to seat the prinei- 
pal mourners, and the altar was severely 
simple. A white banner, bearing the 
name and rank of the deceased in 
Chinese ideographs, surmounted the 
coffin, and two of the ‘ sakaki ’ were 
creeled at the side of the altar. 

“ The rites, known as the ‘ shokonsai,’ 
were opened by the chief priest, a vener- 

a b 1 e old man. 
Lights and offer- 
ings, including salt, 
water, rice, sake, 
cakes, fish, fruit, 
dried sea-weed, and 
vegetables, were 
brought in one by 
one and placed on a 
shelf in front of the 
coffin. The chief 
priest read a funeral 
address, a chrono- 
logical recital of the 
career of the de- 
ceased, in that 
strange monotonous 
sing-song affected 
by the Japanese on 
these occasions, and 
then came Lieu- 
tenant Matsumura. 
This officer was 
wounded during the 
first attack on Port 
Arthur — Hirose perished in the second 
— and was only recently discharged 
from Sasebo Naval Hospital. He 
read a message from Admiral Togo, 
warmly eulogising the bravery of 
the deceased. Several orations fol- 
lowed, and during the intervals the 
priestly orchestra elicited ear-piercing 
strains from the ‘ shono-fue. ’ The 
British Minister, Sir Claude Macdonald,' 
and "General -Sir Ian Hamilton, the datter' 
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in uniform, took port in the ceremony, 
and nearly every other foreig'ner present 
showed himself eager to follow their 
example. 

“The grave had been dug. at the 
summit of a hillock, in sight of the 
spacious Aoynma barracks, and in the 
hollow below the firing party of bluc- 
jackets was 
stationed. Tliree 
volleys ^\ere fired, 
the band striking 
up a few bars of 
an inspiriting 
march after each, 
the mourners 
threw earth into 
the open grave, 
and the public 
ceremony came to 
a close.” 

Of the sinking of 
the Petropavlovsh 
with Admiral 
Makaroff and 
Grand Duke Cyril 
on board and 
Grand Duke Boris 
as an eye-witness, 
some fuller a c- 
counts have been 
received since 
Chapter XV. was 
written, but none 
which satisfactorily 
clears up the mystery of her extremely 
rapid disappearance. It is suggested 
that she struck more than one mine, but 
it is thought that this uould not account 
for her submersion in two minutes. 
The theory as to the bursting of the 
boilers has been noticed, and wc may 
add the conjecture that some lo.adcd 
torpedoes on board the Pclropavlovsk 
were exploded by the shock of contact 


with the mine, and that the vessel’s bot- 
tom was literally torn open. 

Be this as it may, it Is abundantly 
clear that the Oda mine, of which some 
mention was made on page i8i, is 
indeed a marvellous engine of destruc- 
tion. From details now available, it is 
understood that this “torpedo-mine,” 
as it is c.alled, 
possesses the 
special merit that 
it can be dropped 
overboard ' uithout 
any special precau- 
tion, and that it 
adjusts itself auto- 
matically, w h a t- 
ever the deptli of 
the water. It does 
not drift from its 
position, it ignites 
without fail, and it 
is said to develop 
a destructive 
energy far greater 
than that of any 
mechanical mine 
hitherto in use. 

Of the deadly cfli- 
ciency of the Od.a 
mine the sinking of 
t !i e Pelropavlovsk 
is in any case a 
striking proof. 
But an almost more 
important point in this connection is th.nt 
the possibility of the disaster was really 
due to the facility with uhich this 
class of mine can be laid. The actu.al 
process of dropping her minc.s at mid- 
night on April 12th is said to have 
occupied the Koryo lifarut whose exploit 
was described at the opening of 
Chapter XV. t only .about .a quarter of 
an hour. To this she must have largely 
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owed her escape from the fire of the 
Russian forts. There is now some 
question whether either the Koryo Mani 
or the attendant torpedo craft suffered 
any interruption at all from the shore 
batteries duringf this momentous short 
period, since, according- to one later 
account, the search-lig-hts, thoug-h busy,' 
at first failed to bring the approaching 
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Admiral hesitated long before exposing 
his men to such terrible risk. For had 
even one well-planted shell struck the 
Koryo Marn, she would have been likely 
to fare as ill as the ill-fated Yenisei fared 
at Dalny. 

While on this subject it may usefully 
be recorded that, besides the Oda mine 
and the well-known Arisaka quick-firing 



enemy into their field. But if the 
operation of mine-laying had been pro- 
tracted, as it would necessarily have 
been if, the ordinary mines had been 
used, discovery would almost inevitably 
have followed. A well-informed corres- 
pondent, after, remarking that this -vvas 
the first occasion on which Admiral Togo 
ventured to send, a torpedo-transport 
within point-blank range of the Russian 
batteries, alludes to the rumour that the 


rifle, the Japanese have introduced 
several improvements of their own in 
war material and naval appliances, of 
which it is possible we may hear more 
in the . course of this Instructive war. 
One of these is the Yamanouchi gun- 
platform ] another the “ Ijuin fuse,” in- 
vented by a Japanese Admiral, and said 
by gunnery experts to be a remarkably 
efficient’ contrivance ; the third, the 
‘ ‘ Miyabara ’ ’ water - tube boiler, de- 
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signed by a Japanese Chief Engineer 
who received his scholastic and technical 
education in this country. 

The Tunes correspondent, who sup- 
plies much of the foregoing information 
with reference to the mine-laying at 
midnight on April 12th, makes a 
curiously realistic reference to the work 
done on the morning of April 15th by 
the Niss/iiu and Kastiga, as described on 
page 194 of the present work : ** The 
first duty of the two cruisers was to 
silence this fort, which feat they seem 
to have accomplished without any diffi- 
culty. Then they commenced to bom- 
bard the harbour and town with high- 
angle fire. The remaining vessels of the 
Japanese squadron treated the affair as 
a kind of picnic spectacle. They lay off 
the harbour's mouth just beyond effective 
range of the forts, and the officers 
watched the flight of the cruisers* shells, 
shouting ‘ Banzai I * whenever a good hit 
was scored. The Russians had to suffer 
it all tamely. They failed to inflict the 
smallest damage on the Kasuga and the 
NisAnn, which kept constantly moving 
throughout the opeiation.” 

There is something rather painfully 
familiar in the idea of treating a bom- 
bardment as if it were a cricket-match, 
and “ Well hit I ” or “ Well bowled ! *’ 
were correct expressions to apply to the 
effect of twelve-inch shells. But sailors 
have always been prone to speak thus 
airily of the flight of huge projectiles, of 
which none understand better than them- 
selves the real power. “ They’re bowl- 
ing pretty straight, sir,” was the cheery 
remark of one of our own bluejackets 
in the Crimea to an officer who, he 
thought, would appreciate the metaphor, 
although the ball that -was “coming 
down was a shell from a gun of then 
considerable calibre. 


“Japanese naval officers,” we are 
told, “ evidently place much faith in 
high-.angle fire. Possibly their Judgment 
is influenced by the serious consideration 
that their fleet cannot be reinforced 
throughout this war; every ship disabled 
means so much permanent loss of fight- 
ing power. They therefore possess a 
very vivid appreciation of the familiar 
.arguments that, \%hereas a warship's 
armour and ordnance are limited, a foit’s 
are unlimited, and that the havoc 
wrought by a shell striking a vessel may 
be great beyond comparison with the 
havoc wrought by a shell striking a fort. 
At all events, they do not attach con- 
clusive importance to the experiences of 
either Farragut or Seymour, They 
claim, on the contrary, that the injury 
inflicted by high-angle fire, judiciously 
directed, Is much greater than experts 
have hitherto been disposed to admit, 
and that the enemy’s inability to protect 
himself against such fire is as de- 
moralising as the immunity enjoyed by 
those using it is valuable. Port Arthur, 
however, is specially vulnerable to high- 
angle fire, so that no general theory can 
be based on the results achieved there.” 

Before leaving the preliminary opera- 
tions against Port Arthur, some interest- 
ing details may be added to the account 
given in Chapter XXIII. of the sinking 
of the cruiser Yoshuto bj’ collision with 
the Kasuga. It appears that thq heavy 
loss of life was due to no want of pre- 
caution, but to a truly lamentable ac- 
cident. The Kasuga struck the Yoshlno . 
on the port side near the engines, and 
the blow destroyed the dynamos, leaving 
the ship in the darkness of a particu- 
larly dense fog. Directly the collision 
took place the collision-mats used on 
such occasions were promptly got out 
and hung over the hole, but tlic fatter 
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^^•as loo big- to allow of any successful 
aUcmpt lo stop the inrusli of water. 
'File ship began to settle quickly with 
a heavy list to starboard, and Captain 
Sayegi .ordered the whole crew on the 
upper deck. Five boats were now 
lowered on the starboard, and one on 
the port side?, but before the former 
could get clear the ship lurched to star- 
board and went down, all five boats 
being smashed bv the masts and davits. 

“ The captain himself never left the 
bridge, but stood there while the crew 
were getting into the boats, and cried 
^ Ban'/.ai ! ’ to them. When last seen he 
was shaking hands with Commander 
I'lirowatari in a last farewell. Lieuten- 
ant Naito sprang overboard and swam 
to the only cutler; that on the port side, 
which escaped and rowed to the Kas.ttga. 
He returned at once with three of the 
latter’s boats, but found no trace either 
of the Yosh'nw or her crew, apart from 
six men who had already been rescued 
by the cruiser Chiiosc." 

Not a great deal needs to be said 
by way of supplementing the details 
already given of the advance of the 
Japanese First Army through Korea. 
But some very interesting details are 
now available concerning the transport 
and supply operations, to which appre- 
ciative general reference has been made on 
several previous occasions. In particular 
a British military correspondent in Korea 
writing to the Times has given some 
A-aluable information regarding the man- 
ner in which the Japanese utilised and 
supplemented the existing transport 
facilities in a country of doubtful roads 
and an indolent population. 

The Korean road at best is but an un- 
metalled track deeply rutted by the heavy 
wheels of the rough country bullock carts, 
and after a thaw or rain it becomes, as we 


have seen, a morass. Indeed, during the 
rainy season proper, which lasts from the 
middle of June till the end of August, 
travelling in Korea is said to be quite out 
of the question, since not only are the 
roads impassable, but the smallest streams 
become raging torrents, a river, having 
been known to rise as much as twenty- 
nine feet in a single night. It may be 
well to bear these last facts in mind in 
view of future possibilities, and, in the 
meantime, although the difficulties which 
the Japanese had to contend against in 
the winter and early spring were not quite 
so formidable as here indicated, they were 
undoubtedly serious, more especially dur- 
ing the melting of the snows. 

“ The usual Korean means of trans- 
port,” says the correspondent above re- 
ferred to, ” arc pack animals and coolies. 
The oxen of the country are of an especi- 
ally fine and massive breed, short-horned, 
doeilc, and capable of doing a vast amount 
of work; 300 lb. is considered an average 
load for a bull to carry daily on a long 
journey. Unfortunately for the Japanese, 
a scourge of that ubiquitous cattle disease, 
rinderpest, has recently decimated the 
cattle in the north-west of Korea, so that 
the best form of local transport is unob- 
tainable. The small Korean pony is a 
marvellous animal to carry weight; 200 Ibw 
for thirty miles a day is only what he is 
used to doing all his life. No amount of 
hard work cures him of biting and kick- 
ing whenever he gets the opportunity. 
For this reason the ponies are all slung 
up at night to rafters overhead, in such 
a helpless position that they are unable to 
hurt one another. Fixed in this manner 
they are fed on a hot water mash of beans 
out of a trough. 

“ The Japanese military authorities 
have bought up every available quad- 
ruped capable of carrying a load: but the 
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number obtained Is microscopic connpared 
to that required for siicb a large army as 
three divisions. The Japanese, therefore, 
have to depend almost entirely on the 
means of transport which they have 
brought with them from their own 
country. Each one of the thirteen 
divisions of which the army in Japan is 
composed has a train battalion, which in 
peace time forms a school of instruction 
lor the whole of the regimental and other 
transport of its own particular division. 
In this battalion soldiers serve for three 
years as in oth^r branches of the army, 
but a large reserve of drivers is obtained 
by training four batches per annum for 
three months each in the elementary 
principles of horse management and the 
packing of loads, after which tjiey are 
passed into the reserve. In war time the 
train soldiers act as superintendents to the 
various transport columns, while the 
drivers lead and look after one pony each. 
On mobilisation the battalion is broken 
up, and provides men and material for the 
transport of regimental baggage, hos- 
pitals, ammunition, columns, and pon- 
toons. The latter are carried on small 
four-wheeled trollies pulled by one pony 
each. The ordinary transport cart has 
two wheels, no sides, and is capable of 
carrying about 350 lb. It is pulled, as a 
rule, by one pony led by a man, but in 
emergency may be drawn by three or four 
soldiers or coolies. These carts seem ex- 
ceedingly handy and useful. Their track 
is so narrow that they can be taken along 
almost any mountain path or through the 
streets of Korean towns." 

As regards “ supply," there are in each 
vision four supply columns vvhich carry’ 
three days' ordinary rations for man .and 
horse, also one reserve ration for men. 
The soldiers carry two d.ays’ rc.scr\c and 
one d.ny’s cooked ration in Ihclr fcn.np- 


sacks,* while there is also one day’s ordin- 
ary ration in the regimental baggage. 
Each horse carries one day’s forage, and 
that for two more days is supposed to be 
in the regimental heavy baggage. Thus, 
in all, six days' forage and five days’ 
ordinary and three days’ reserve rations 
for men are w’ith the army. Besides the 
supply columns of one-horse carts and 
pack animals, the Japanese have enlisted 
thousands of so-called “ military coolies 
who pull light hand-carts capable of con- 
veying about 200 Ib. of baggage. These 
men are the rejections for height of this 
year’s conscription — that is, they arc 
below the minimim height for infantry, 
five feet two Inches, but are otherwise 
medically fit. They are chosen from 
among the agricultural classes, who are 
used to pulling carts; for in Japan manual 
labour largely takes the place of draft 
animals. 

Of the supply arrangements a very pic- 
turesque description Is also given by Mr. 
McKenzie of the Doily Mail, who com- 
ments on the appearance of the aboie 
mentioned " military cooHes " in every 
town betw’een Seoul and Ping-Yang. He 
adds: — “ One man, in officers’ w’ar uni- 
form — free, that is, from all superfluous 
decoration — takes possession of a temple 
or a palace, and gigantic stocks of food 
and clothing rise, as it were, from the 
earth. Here is a mountain of red blan- 
kets, here an a^a!anchc of coolie loads of 
rice. Here come men from fifty miles 
away, bringing cattle. In Tho-san they 
are slaughtering chickens and in An-hop 
they arc gathering pigs, while the ad\ ance 
guard of the J.'ip.'incse fighting men is 
eighty rnUcs away. 

" You enter a village, knowing that it 
is at least two d.avs before tlie first sol- 
diers, pushing on from Seoul, can reach 
there. At tlic entrance to the vilhigc you 
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\vill probably find a newly-erected notice- 
board, with a larg’c map showIng^ every 
house and road around, and with minute 
directions below for billeting-. Voii go 
some miles off the main road to find one 
or two cavalry vedettes there, and a 
civilian bargaining with the Koreans 
about the purchase of their pigs and rice. 
And very likely an army of coolies is 
setting Out in another direction for sol- 
diers who are coming by a side road. 

“ The same foresight is shown in every 
detail. The rice is made up to the exact 
weight for a coolie to carry. These 
weights are further calculated, so that 
so many of them go to a pony -or ox 
load. Picked natives are decorated with 
stripes of red, to show that they are now 
in the service of his Imperial Japanese 
Majesty’s Transport Corps. At this time 
the Japanese do not haggle over money- 
Coolies are paid wages scarce dreamed 
of by them before, and the price of pack- 
ponies has gone sky-high. I had to pay 
144 dollars for the hire of three pack- 
ponies from Seoul to Ping-yang." 

The trouble of the Japanese Com- 
missariat officers has been two-fold. As 
regards the supplies available in the 
country itself, these are, comparatively 
speaking, insignificant. The country is 
wretchedly poor, thanks largely, it would 
seem, to the easy-going ways of tJic 
inhabitants, and the Koreans, however 
willing to make hay while the sun .shines 
by getting big prices from the Japanese, 
have next to nothing to sell, and in many 
cases have themselves been reduced by 
the hardness of the past winter to eating 
crows. On the other hand, there has 
also been great difficulty in bringing 
over stores from Japan, as all the trans- 
port has been badly wanted for the 
troops. In a word, the problem has 
been a frightfully perplexing one, the 


solution of which might well have been 
hopeless to any nation less terribly in 
earnest than Japan, 

The wonderful prevision of the Japan- 
ese General Staff is shown by the vigour 
with which, ail this time, the construc- 
tion of the military railway from Seoul 
to VVb'-ju, to which reference was made 
on page 133, is being pushed on under 
General Yamana. Steamer loads of 
material have been arriving constantly 
at Chemulpo, and work on various sec- 
tions of the line has been progressing 
so briskly that it is confidently expected 
that Ping-yang wdll be reached at the 
beginning of December. Nor is this the 
sum of Japan’s energetic performance in 
Korea in rear of the advance of her 
First Army. At Seoul her influence is 
beginning completely to dominate the 
political situation. Early in April the 
Korean Emperor’s palace had been des- 
troyed by fire, and to this untoward 
event considerable significance was at 
first attached. The disaster was re- 
garded by the populace as a .sign of 
Buddha’s wrath against the ruling 
family, and disturbances might have oc- 
curred but for the prompt measures 
taken by the Japanese and British 
authorities on the night of the fire to 
avert an outbreak. Later, the gradual 
introduction of Japanese proteges into 
the Korean civil service appears to have 
had a good effect, and tlic continued re- 
ceipt of tidings of Japanese successes 
cannot but have had a reassuring In- 
fluence upon the Emperor and Jiis Court. 

As an interesting additional detail per- 
tinent to this portion of our survey, jt 
may be mentioned that the salv.igc 
operations in connection with the sunken 
ex-Kussian cniiser, f'cryac* •f’ Chemulpo 
Harbour, liavc been steadily pushed for- 
w*.ard, and there now seems a tlKtlncI 
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possibility tlial in duc course this power- 
ful vessel will be added to the Japanese 
Navy. Already all her guns and other 
movables have been taken to Sasebo, 
but the work of raising the great ship 
is said to present very grave dilliculties, 
as she lies port side down in the soft 
mud, which is continually oozing in 
through the cruel rents made by the 
Japanese shells. 

Reverting to the Japanese advance, it 
may be long before such really complete 
and authentic details arc available con- 
cerning the Battle of Kiu-lien-cheng as 
will enable the careful student to follow 
each movement of that momentous fight 
with absolute accuracy. But it may now 
be placed’ on record that the brunt of the 
day’s work was borne by about 5,000 
Russians and about 25,000 Japanese, the 
former occupying the Russian front of 
some five miles from Kiu-licn-chcng to 
the Ai river, the latter being the force 
actually engaged in forcing the Russian 
line. According to the Times corres- 
pondent, whose messages, despatched 
some days after the battle took place, 
have a special value for their statistical 
accuracy, the Russian force originally 
consisted, as surmised, of an army corps 
of two divisions, the component parts 
being sixteen battalions of infantry, 
three regiments of cavalry, forty-eight 
guns, and two companies of pioneers, 
•Of these, three battalions at Antung and 
■six in reserve at Hohmutang took no" 
part in the battle of May 1st. The' 
posts on the line of communications and 
the detachments elsewhere reduced the 
number by 2,000, and there was a further' 
notable diminution of fighting strength 
by casualties and by withdrawals for the 
purpose of removing guns and wounded. 
The last-named allowance brings into 
'relief the inadequate nature of the- 


Russian hospital arrangements, since, 
in modern war, it is always con- 
sidered important to minimise the 
number of men lost to the fighting line 
by the necessity of rendering service to 
the wounded. In the old days it used 
to be a military axiom that it was more 
useful in a battle to wound your enemies 
than to kill them, not for humanitarian 
reasons, but because a wounded man re- 
quires two men to take him to the rear, 
and that thus three fighting men were 
placed hors dc combat! But the latter-day 
excellence to which Army hospital work 
in the field has attained has discounted 
the value of this old saw, and nowadays 
men in the fighting line are seldom en- 
couraged to neglect their proper business 
for that which is far more efficiently 
and, as a rule, most devotedly performed 
by bearer companies working under such 
protection as is afforded by the Red Cross. 

“ On April 30th,” says the above 
quoted correspondent, “ the shelling of 
the Russian camp and picketing lines, 
which the Japanese saw through a gap 
in the hills at a point of seven miles 
down the river, caused great slaughter 
of men and horses. Those who were 
wounded lay where they fell and received 
the Japanese fire time after time. This, 
added to the insufficient protection 
afforded by the flimsy earthworks and 
shallow trenches against the plunging 
fire from the howitzers, accounts for the 
extraordinary proportion of killed to 
wounded.” 

' It is . added that “ the preliminary 
artillery fire on May ist completely 
shook the Russian line, which retired 
before the ' Japanese: attack was driven 
home'. The retirement was precipitate, 
resembling a" rout father than an 
oj'dinafy retreat.' The reserves at Hoh- 
mutang made no ' move in support of 
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ihc body surrounded two miles awny. 
When the Russians were attacked at 
Hohmutang- they fought desperately, 
and only surrendered at the point of the 
bayonet just when the Japanese guns 
arrived.” 

The information which has come to 
hand since tiic early accounts of the 
Battle of Kiu-licn-cheng, and of th« 
subsequent advance 
of General Kuroki’s 
Army to F e n g- 
hwang-cheng, con* 
firms the impression 
that General Sassu- 
htch took more on 
Ills shoulders than 
General Kuropatkin 
intended him to do 
In the matter of at- 
tempting to check 
the Japanese on the 
right bank of the 
Valu. The subse- 
quent swift removal 
of Sassulitch from 
his command indi- 
cates that at least he 
had not acted to the 
satisfaction of his 
superior officer, and 
the suspicion is 
strong that his 
failure was largely due to a Jiopc 
of distinguishing himself by a suc- 
cessful contest of the river passage. 
But his generalship was doubtful 
throughout, and* was 'further ham- 
pered by his uncertainty as to the 


Fuso, six gun-boat' 
and some armed la 
which occupied th 
numbers of Russ 
Antung and the \ 
First boldness, tl 
finally ignominiout 
have characterised 
and the effect of t 
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or both of the bcllig'crent nations than 
has been apparent even to the best-in- 
formed private individuals. But it is sel- 
dom that, in such cases, some redection 
of what has occurred does not appear in 


the Press, even of countries whose organs 
of public opinion are closely controlled 
by official checks. Moreover, the ten- 
dency of diplomacy nowadays is far more 
in the direction of open and straightfor- 
ward dealing than it used to be formerly, 
when the statesmanship of Europe, was 
embarrassed by dozens of smaller ques- 


tions, many of them chiefly of perse 
significance, around which queer grov 
of intrigue had clustered till the orig 
issues had well-nigh disappeared. 

It is hardly too much to say that, th 


or forty years ago, such a war as 1 
between Russia and Japan would h 
almost inevitably been followed not 1 
urely but promptly by at least one Er 
pean collision. It is true that PruJ 
and France, Russia and Turkey, Engb 
and Afghanistan, Bulgaria and Seri 
China, and' Japan, the United States : 
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Spain, Turkey and Greece, have all been 
at war during- the past forty years -with- 
out any embroilment of third parties; but 
in none of these cases was the induce- 
ment to outsiders to break the peace so 
great as it has been in the case of the 
Russo-Japanese struggle. Apart from 
any question of taking sides, the mere 
fact of Russia’s preoccupation could not 
but tempt more than one European Power 
to assume an attitude towards a neigh- 
bour which Russia’s support of that 
neighbour would have rendered very bad 
policy a few short months ago. But, so 
far, there has been no rupture even in 
the Balkans, where trouble was looked 
upon by many competent observers as 
certain to occur as soon as Russia found 
herself with her hands full. Europe has 
kept its head and its balance during four 
critical months, and, although the danger 
is by no means over, it is a splendid 
tribute to the increasing “ common-sense 
of most,” of which Tennyson wrote so 
hopefully, that it should have been hith- 
erto averted. 

As has been pointed out, the present 
most serious source of trouble lies in the 
doubt whether China will be able to pre- 
serve her neutrality, and the mere fact 
that there is no greater present peril than 
this— disquieting as it is — is of itself re- 
assuring. For China is Russia’s own 
equal in the art of extricating herself 
from a compromising situation, and, 
even should her troops or her populace 
violate her neutrality, she may find some 
way of escape short of being dragged 
into a war in which other European 
nations besides Russia might take a 
hand. 

For the rest, the attitude of Europe has 
been wonderfully full of dignity and re- 
straint. With the e\cs of the world 
upon her, France in particular ha.s 


afforded a spectacle of correctness, com- 
bined with a characteristic regard for 
sentiment, which is w-holly admirable. 
Full of sympathy for the reverses suff- 
ered by her ally, and quietly conscious 
of her own grave obligations in certain 
contingencies of the war, she has readily 
accorded a chivalrous lecognition to 
Japanese gallantry, and naval and mili- 
tary capacity. To take a single instance 
out of many ; when General Mishtchenko 
wrote home privately that “ those little 
Japs arc real soldiers,” an enemy ‘‘who 
should be respected if not feared,” this 
warm encomium was at once forwarded 
to Paris by the St. Petersburg correspon- 
dent of a French paper, and duly ap- 
peared in the Pfiii Paristen as one of a 
series of similar appreciations in the lead- 
ing Paris journals. 

The attitude of Germany has been less 
open, and the suspicion has gathered 
force that, in offers to Russia of support 
In the event of certain complications, the 
Kaiser has been more profuse than 
Russia’s own ally. But here are diplo«. 
matic depths into w'hich there is no occa- 
sion to dive for the purposes of this 
narrative. Nor need we at present, at 
any rate, seek to investigate at all closely 
the effect which the course of the War 
is having upon Turkey, that astonishing 
‘‘ Sick Man ” whose temperature rises 
and falls according to no known rule of 
diplomatic medicine. Certain it i.s that 
Turkey is deeply interested in the F.nr 
Eastern struggle, and it Is very possible 
that, but for the presence of Austria, 
Russia’s official helpmate in the business 
of Macedonian reform, the Porte might 
have been quite unduly exhilarated hy 
ihe blows which her old enemy has rc- 
ccKcd at the hands of an Asiatic :Khcr- 
sarj'. But here, ns elsewhere, the ” com- 
mon sense of most ” has .so far been 
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instrumental in preventing an exhibition 
of feeling which the existence of Russia’s 
Black Sea Fleet might make inconvenient 
from many standpoints. 

Of the English-speaking nations it is 
sufficient to say that the United States 
has from the first criticised the events of 
the war with greater frankness than, per- 
haps, any European country, and has 
animadverted with especial vigour on the 
recklessness displayed in the matter of 
sowing the Far Eastern seas with mines 
which may be a great source of danger 
and may possibly do untold harm to 
neutral shipping in the future. Russia, 
through Count Cassini, her representa- 
tive at Washington, has made vigorous 
endeavours to secure a more friendly 
recognition by the United States of her 
part in the present struggle; but “ Uncle 
Sam ” has continued to view the course 
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of affairs with a shrewd insight into 1 
value of facts as opposed to fancies. 

Of Great Britain’s attitude the corre 
ness has been admitted even by the lej 
ing Russian journals. This country 
naturally inclined to favour its ally, a 
there are reasons why a check to Russi; 
progress in Asia cannot be Avholly d 
tasteful to us. But we have no cau; 
and, if we had, we should lack the d 
position, to exult in the humiliation 
a great Power bound to us by ties 
Royal family connection, as well as 
those of existing political friendshi 
Least of all would we care to glory in t 
reverses and sufferings of a brave Na 
and Army, largely due to that over-cc 
fidence and under-estimation of t 
enemy’s strength to which we ourselvc 
as a fighting people, have repeated 
shown ourselves to be addicted. 



VICE-ADMIRAI. URtU, WHO COMMANDED 
THE JAPANESE FLEET WHICH SEIZED 
CHEMULPO AT THE OUTBREAK OF 
WAR. 
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CHAPTER XXVir. 

THE MrLITARY AND NAVAL SITC^TION— STRATEGICAL DEVELOPMENTSr-POSSIBLE CHANGE 
OF PLAN— OBJECTS NOW IN VIEW — BRITISH NAVAL AND GERMAN MILITARY TEACHING 
—ENVELOPMENTS— RUSSIAN STANDPOINTS. 


A t the close of the third week in 
May a military and naval situa- 
tion has been developed which is full 
of interest even to the lay reader, to 
whorn the nicetiec of strategy do not 
appeal. Hitherto, owing to the secrecy 
in Avhich the Japanese plans have been 
shrouded, it has been necessary to use 
the greatest caution in attempting to con- 
struct a clear and coherent narrative out 
of such details as have been available. 
But the veil is now’ beginning to be lifted, 
and we shall presently be able to resume 
our story with a surer grasp of the end 
and aim of each particular movement 
than has been possible up to this point. 
To do this, how’ever, it will be necessary 
to take yet one more step in the “ taking 
stock ” process to which already two 
chapters have been devoted. In tlic first 
of these, a glance has been given at the 
historical aspects of the War in its 
earliest stage ; in the second some addi- 
tional details were given', and certain 
lessons and circumstances discussed, in 
connection with the leading episodes of 
the conflict up to date. The object of 
the present chapter will be to set forth in 
as simple language as possible the techni- 
cal aspect of the situation as it appears 
to those who arc obliged to study these 
things professionally. 

It may be objected that the War Is 
<}uitc interesting enough to those who 
look at it purely from a civill.m stand- 
point, without seeking to cNaminc it 


through naval or military magnifjing- 
glasses. Also, there are not a few’ ama- 
teur critics who are confident of 'their 
abillt}* to foretell what will happen, and 
to explain the reasons for what has hap- 
pened, without any -assistance, ’more 
especially from a popular historian. Yet 
there is assuredly a very numerous class 
indeed which does like to have the true 
inwardness of an epoch-making war ex- 
plained- to it, and which is not ashamed 
to admit that sometimes it finds the 
course of a many-sided campaign rather 
difficult, w'ithout assistance, to under- 
stand. Again, it sometimes happens 
that the amateur critic, even he who 
conscientiously sticks little flags into big 
maps whenever two patrols exchange 
half-a-dozen shots, fails to sec things in 
their true perspeclive. It is not pre- 
tended by the present writer that, in 
attempting to play the guide, philosopher, 
and friend in this direction, he will bo 
able to satisfy all the requirements of 
those who jearn for knowledge, or to 
impart much added knowledge to those 
who think they know enough alrc.ady. 
But he may reasonably hope that, in the 
course of his occasional surveys, he may 
teach some of the one class to think for 
thcmscUcs, and, perhaps, induce (he 
other to expend a little additional care 
in mastering first principles before deal- 
ing with very complicated de\eIopmcnts. 

•There arc some who seem to think that 
the great’ fascination of the study of the 
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art of war consists in the resemblance of 
the latter to a 8:ame of chess. This is 
a serious mistake, for the similarity 
alluded to is quite occasional, and, where 
it does exist, often misleading. As a 
simple matter of fact, the average cam- 
paign has a much stronger likeness to 
a game of draughts than to one of chess, 
more especially nowadays, when the size 
of armies necessitates more directness 
and simplicity than formerly. But there 
is an essential difference between War 
and, practically speaking, any sedentary 
game — a difference of which special heed 
should be taken in this instance. It is 
the possibility that at any time one of 
the combatants may make two or more 
moves to his adversary’s one. This is 
particularly the case in a war in which 
navies as well as armies are engaged; 
but, even where only land operations are 
concerned, it is a matter of the greatest 
significance. In neither chess nor 
draughts is there anything comparable 
with the simultaneous march of two or 
three armies upon one objective, and not 
infrequently the failure to realise what a 
paralysing effect such a simultaneous 
advance may sometimes have upon a de- 
fending-force, is a great stumbling-block 
to the study of a campaign. 

We shall probably see this two-moves- 
to-one capacity exemplified on a \ery 
large scale at a future stage ; but evi- 
dence has not been wanting already of 
its existence as a factor in the preceding 
operations. On the very first day of the 
War, Admiral Togo made a double mo\c, 
while his adversary remained motionless, 
b}’ sending torpedo flotillas to Port 
Arthur and a squadron to Chemulpo, 
witli striking results in both cases. But 
(his was an instance of diverging attacks, 
and docs not carry out the idea of the 
prcccrb'ng p.ar.agr.aph so ueJf as the cap- 


ture of Feng-hwang-cheng by Genera/ 
Sasaki’s brigade, which came upon Ihc 
place by a roundabout march while the 
position was still forming the objective 
of General Kuroki’s main army. 

Some may ask why it is that a war 
like that between Russia and Japan 
should lend itself more freely to this 
unequal sort of strategy than other wars 
ancient and modern. The answer may 
seem a little complicated, but it conve}S 
sorne deeply interesting truths, and a 
little trouble may well be taken to un- 
derstand it. In the first place, what may 
be called an up-to-date war is perhaps 
chiefly distinguished from an ancient 
war not so much by the changes in the 
war material, or by alteration in tactics, 
as by the use of the telegraph. When 
a nation wants to make two moves in 
the field to the enemy’s one, it splits up 
its forces, but keeps them linked by 
telegraph wires, not necessarily running 
from one army to another — that would 
often be impracticable — but all com- 
municating with a common base. 

Thus, when two armies arc landed at 
points far apart on a coast, and .arc 
ordered to converge gradually on one 
place, they can now do so with an exacti- 
tude almost hopeless in the old days, 
unless there was a complete absence of 
opposition. For the commander of A 
army'i on arriving at a halling-pl.acc, has 
merely to send a message by his field 
telegraph to headquarters to say where 
he is, and, this lja\ing been transmitlcd 
to the conini.inclcr of B army, the latter 
knows exactly how far the A army has 
got towards the common goal, and 
quickens or steadies Ids own advance 
accordingly. By this means two con- 
siderable forces can be made to arrive 
simultaneously within .striking ilislancc 
of the same objective, and, by .s/vlltling 
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up the force, a very g'reat grain in 
mobility has been effected, and infinite 
labour saved, especially where the 
country is mountainous or otherwise 
difficult to permit of the easy passage of 
large bodies of troops. 

It is an added special feature of the 
Russo-Japanese War that, while the Japs 
have a great advantage in being thus 
able to direct two or three armies against 
one objective by the use of the field tele- 
graph, the absence of an existing net- 
work of telegraphic communication may 
make it impossible at times for the Rus- 
sians to keep thoroughly in touch with 
the advancing enemy. All that can be 
done by scouts and patrols will doubtless 
be done, but there are points at which 
the Japanese might land and proceed in- 
land for many miles before any intima- 
tion of their approach could reach the 
Russian headquarters. In a civilized- 
country the first appearance of an enemy' 
is, of course, promptly telegraphed to- 
headquarters, unless exceptional success 
has attended hostile efforts to circumvent 
the local signallers. 

When it is remembered that to the 
advantages they possess in this respect 
the Japanese have added the secrecy only 
possible in the case of an Island Powen 
which, moreover, has resolutely muzzled 
all the newspaper correspondents, much 
of the situation reached at the beginning 
of the fourth week in May is explained. 
There are some campaigns in which it 
does not matter a great deal whether 
your enemy is or is not pretty fully 
aware of your movements. For in- 
stance, when Lord Kitchener took his 
army to Omdurman, it would probably 
have made not the slightest difference 
to the result if he had previousl}'- sent 
the Khalifa a polite note saying that 
on September 2nd he intended to attack 


him with some 25,000 men. But in 
dealing with Russia, Japan unquestion- 
ably scored some of her first points by 
concealing as far as possible her inten- 
tions, and by thus causing her enemy 
a great deal of purposeless labour and 
waste of strength in defending points 
not seriously threatened. The Japanese 
mastery of the details of this kind of 
craft has been shown repeatedly in minor 
events of the War, such as the frequent 
feints upon Port Arthur, and the mock 
preparations for the passage of the Yalu 
at Wi-ju. But these are on quite a 
different plane from the veiled strategy 
which has been the leading feature of the 
• first phase of the War, and which has 
in reality cost the Russians a heavier 
price than even the sharp collision at 
Kiu-lien-cheng. 

The initial influence of the Command 
of the Sea upon the success which Japan 
has gained in this direction may seem 
to have been unduly ignored in the fore- 
going reflections, and some sticklers for 
the priority of the Sea Service may cavil 
at the phrase “ Military and Naval Situa-. 
tion ” which occurs in the synopsis of 
this chapter. But it must be remem- 
bered that we are now dealing with 
broad issues and future consequences 
rather than with the exact process by 
which the present situation was reached. 
What the Japanese Fleet has accom- 
plished is of enormous importance. It 
has blocked the Russian Fleet from inter- 
fering with the movements of the Japan- 
ese armies, it has greatly assisted the 
latter, and it has subjected the main 
Russian stronghold to a wearing series 
of preliminary attacks. But the interest 
of the present situation is more military 
than naval, and in its development the 
telegraph is playing an almost more 
important part than Admiral Togo’s 
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ships. The latter have paved the way acutest European critics have been forced 
for the land operations, they have helped to fall back upon mere conjecture, not 
them on, and will continue to do so ; but invariably accurate, as to what the next 
for the strategical developments of the move of the Japs might be, and the ex- 
future we ha\e to look mainly to the tent to which the Russians have been 

War Council at Tokio and its telegraphic misled has been clearly shown by their 

communications with the two or three vacillation in such cases as, for instance, 

armies already in the field, to w’hich in the premature evacuation of Niu-chuang. 

due course a fourth, perhaps a fifth. But it is possible that even the jnpnnc.se 

may be added. ha^c not been able tliroughout to prevent 

A curious supplement to A\ hat has been that dangerous sort of leakage which 
said, and quite justifiably and appropri- consists in the betrayal of plan.s long 
ately said, as to the secrecy which has before the latter can be put into practice, 
shrouded Japanese strategy hitherto, now It is impos.sible to .speak ^%ith complete 
demands consideration. There arc two confidence on this delicate subject. But 
sorts of secrecy in relation to military there Is no gainsaying tlic fact that a 
movements — one which has regard to very explicit and circumstantial statc- 
their conception, the other to their cxc- meat has been made by more than one 
cution. As far as the last arc concerned, correspondent to the effect that a hc- 
the effectiveness of japanc.se methods has trayal of Japanese plan.s actually <!id take 
been proved by actual fact. Even the phnee, and that the Japanese General 
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Staff was compelled in consequence to 
nodify some of its original intentions, 
rhe story — in which the name of the 
mlprit is given — is that an officer of rank 
jelonging to the Staff was found to have 
Detrayed his trust, and to have sold 
official secrets through a Russian attache 
it Tokio who had been his fellow student 
n Germany. The Japanese officer, hav- 
ing excited suspi'cion by his extravagant 
style of living, is said to have been 
secretly court-martialled and shot, but 
in the meantime the suggestion is that 
already the military plans of Japan had 
been foiled to some extent by the singular 
preparedness of Russia at certain points, 
the real importance of which was sup- 
posed to be unknown outside the “ Elder 
Statesmen ” and the Japanese General 
Staff. 

It must be admitted that some colour 
is lent to this story — which, as far as the 
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knowledge of the writer goes, was not 
contradicted by the Japanese military 
authorities — by a certain want of se- 
quence in the early military operations. 
It may, perhaps, not be the case that 
Japan was embarrassed in this way, and 
that from the first her plans were adhered 
to. But there is at least some ground 
for the belief that the original idea pro- 
vided for a speedier investment of Port 
Arthur, and possibly even for a larger 
move against Harbin itself. There were 
at one time certain indications of a con- 
templated landing in Possiet Bay, and 
there is little doubt that, if a brisk offen- 
sive on a great scale had been taken by 
Japan early in March, the Russians, if 
not forewarned, would have found them- 
selves badly pushed to meet it. As it 
was, Russia was able to employ the inter- 
vening time in bringing up a great many 
more troops and supplies from home, and 
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the opposition which must now be en- ever secretive, however patriotic, can 
countered before Liao-yang and Mukden afford to disregard risks of this painful 
can be passed, must be much more sort. 

severe than it would have been two Let us now turn to the objects which 
months ago. recent developments have shown to be 

Without, then, putting too much faith actually in view by the Japanese, and to 
in what may prove to be a doubtfully the processes likely to be employed in 
accurate statement, the latter must not bringing these objects within the domain 


be wholly disregarded until the Japanese 
authorities see fit to meet it with a com- 
plete and unequivocal denial. If, on the 
other hand, the story should be abso- 
lutely true, it will not only explain a good 
deal, but should increase our admiration 
for Japanese astuteness and capacity. 
The elaboration of an alternative plan of 
campaign is always an extremely com- 
plicated and laborious task, and if, in 
this case, it was done after the War had 
actually broken out, the Japanese General 
Staff is indeed to be congratulated on a 
great feat. 

Of course it is not to be supposed that 
the Japanese plans could have been alto- 
gether upset by any such leakage as that 
indicated. As far as Korea was con- 
cerned there would in almost any event 
have been no modification, and the clock- 
work character of all the operations in 
this quarter shows pretty clearly that the 
occupation of and ad\ance through the 
Hermit Kingdom \\ere executed precisely 
as had been arranged very possibly some 
years back. Any changes that might 
have taken place — and, let it be emphatic- 
ally repeated, there is no sort of certainty 
as to the making of any changes what- 
e\er — would have been in the selection 
of an immediate objective, and in the 
arrangements for isolating Port Artbwr. 
Ihit enough has been said on the subject, 
w’hich has chlcflj been introduced to show 
how possible it is for l)ig operations to 
be delayed or complicated by the leakage 
of information, and that no nation, how- 


of practical politics. First, let us reckon 
the unquestioned accomplished facts. 
These are i (i) Korea occupied ! (2) an 
army pushed forward from Korea to- 
wards Liao-yang and deployed evidently 
with the idea of joining hands with other 
troops landed in Korea Bay, and {3) 
Port Arthur isolated. Everything seems 
to point clearly to an attempt to carry 
Port Arthur by storm, and subsequently 
to envelope the Russian position at Liao- 
yang, or, if Kuropatkin withdraws 
hence, at any point at which a stand 
may be made. Port Arthur must be 
attacked by land as well as by sea — of 
that there can be no question. Nor Is 
it altogether safe to delay much longer 
a comprehensive move against the main 
Russian Army. When land forces arc 
set in motion in an offensive campaign, 
protracted periods of preparation for 
clashing with the enemy are seldom pro- 
ductive of anything but diminished 
“ go,” and sometimes moan sickness and 
other troubles. 

But it is not all plain sailing, even for 
the finely organised army of Japan, tins 
double effort to reduce a mighty strong- 
hold, and to cope with a largo force 
strongly postcti and led by a man who, 
whatever his limitations m.ny be, has as 
yet been guilty of no .serious error, and 
may now rise fully equal to a great oc- 
casion. The pro\ious operations against 
Port Arthur and the Battle of Kiu-llcn- 
clicng sink into insignificance beside 
what is really a great Operation of W'ar, 
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and one which may be rendered strang'ely 
difficult by unforeseen conting'encies. 
For we have no rig^ht to suppose that 
Kuropatkin has been wholly idle, or in- 
tends to remain so, until the moment 
chosen by Japan to attack him. In his 
rear, movements may be taking" place 
which may have unexpected seriousness 
some weeks hence, and Port Arthur may 
develop a yet more stubborn resistance 
than that which it is pretty certain to 
offer in any case. According'ly, the 
situation is not without real g'ravity for 
Japan, and, even if her methods of 
attacking- the problem prove ultimately 
successful, it may be that the wear and 
tear involved will create a strain on her 
resources which could be far better borne 
by her opponent. 

The operation will be rendered in- 
tensely interesting- by the fact that in all 
probability it will illustrate in a very 
striking fashion the influence upon Japan 
of European teaching. In naval matters 
Japan has, of course, closely followed 
British methods, and no finer compliment 
could be paid to the British Navy than 
the extent to which the Japanese have 
first copied us, then proved the excel- 
lence of our original design. The dashing 
manner In which the Japanese destroyers 
have been handled has, in particular, 
been borrowed from British naval prac- 
tice ; while It is an interesting circum- 
stance that, notwithstanding the de- 
monstration of the value of the torpedo 
and the mine, the Japs have, since the 
War began, contemplated the construc- 
tion of more battleships on the latest 
British models. The whole naval 
strategy of Japan, moreover, has been 
clearly based upon the broad views 
taken of the functions of a navy by 
British experts ; while the spirit which 
animates the Japanese naval officer and 
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bluejacket is wonderfully like that which 
has always marked the personnel of the 
greatest Navy in the World. There is, 
of course, a distinction with a difference 
owing to the slight tinge of Orientalism 
which still clings to Japan, and some- 
times assists her in the prosecution of 
particular designs. But the Japanese 
Navy is as nearly British as any but Ihe 
American Navy could be, and through- 
out the naval' operations of this War we 
may look to see the influence of British 
example sharply defined whenever the 
Fleet of Japan has to show any unusual 
activity. 

In the matter of her Army, Japan has 
taken another model, and has followed 
it with equal thoroughness, and, so far, 
with equally conspicuous success. From 
the first, the modern Army of Japan was 
oi'ganised on German lines, and, since 
conscription was introduced into the 
country in 1874, the effort to impart 
German thoroughness and precision to 
every detail of the military machine has 
been continuous and conscientious to the 
last degree. It may well be that Japan 
has in some ways outstripped her 
teachers, for she has evidently studied 
closely the methods of other European 
countries, and has profited in respect of 
various details in which the Germans 
have preferred to remain staunchly con- 
servative. But the general foundation 
of the Japanese military system is Ger- 
man, and this effect has been emphasised 
by the training which many Jap officers 
have received in Germany itself. It is 
an interesting circumstance that, shortly 
after the Battle of Kiu-lien-cheng, Major- 
General Meckel, one of the leading Ger- 
man professors of the art of war, for- 
merl}'^ Military Instructor in Japan, and 
the reputed author of a very striking 
military study entitled “ A Summer 
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Night’s Dream," received a very flatter- tactics, and, though the houndary line 
mg cablegram from the Japanese General between tactics and strategy is some- 
Staff at Tokio. The message conveyed times hard to define, the distinction here 
was to the effect that the victory on the drawn will suffice to mark the additional 
Yalii had been won by officers who had fact that in tactics as w 


learnt their tactics from the German 
veteran, a courteous acknowledgment 
which the latter may well have been 
proud to receive from the victors in such 
a hard-fought fight. 

As has already been Indicated, the 
influence of German ideas upon the 
Japanese Army was early shown by the 
careful forethought displayed in the 
matter of preparation, the exhaustive 
system of collecting military intelligence, 
and the precise and elaborate manner 
in which every detail, more particularly 
of the disembarkations, was carried out. 
We have found the Japanese to be fully 
ready In every sense with plans of cam- 
paign. Their information concerning 
the enemy’s movements and the coun- 
tries in which they were about to operate 
has been so complete, that here they have 
almost surpassed their instructors. For 
it is on record that, tn the advance 
througJj Korea, the dealings of the 
military authorities with the vill.ngcrs 
were f.acilitated by the fact that, in an- 
ticipation of this war, little biographies 
even liad been prepared of all the village 
headmen ! The plans adopted to lessen 
confusion in the landing of tioops have 
already been noticed, as has been the 
German regularity with which, when any 
movement has been decided on, troops 
and guns have followed in due course 
and at the appointed intcr\als. 

But these matters pertain chiefly to 
strategy, or the art of generalship, as 
it is practised sometimes long before 
contact with the enemy has been estab- 
lished. In the presence of the cncm> 
the business of tising troops is called 


strategy, German influence upon Japan- 
ese methods has fully justified the Japan- 
ese General Staff in despatching to 
Meckel a telegram which may become 
historic. 

For at Kiu-Hen-cheng there was a 
double exhibition of German tactics 
which Is very instructive both as re- 
gards that particular battle and the 
probable aspects of several future en- 
gagements. The crowdings of the Jap.an- 
cse at the At ford was doubtless due to 
some extent, as has already been sug- 
gested, to natural causes ; but it must 
not be forgotten that the Germans, not- 
withstanding our experience in South 
Africa, are great believers in the advan- 
tages of attacking in a dense formation 
when a force has men to spare for tJiis 
purpose. The idea is that tliose terrible 
panics, to the occurrence of which the 
German author of the “ Summer Nlght’.s 
Dream ” bears lurid testimony, arc best 
avoided by packing the men together, 
so that, however deadly the carnage, the 
places of those who have fallen A\iU be 
speedily Filled, and the attacking column, 
frightfully diminished ma}bc, but still 
comp.act and full of "go,” shall be 
enablctl to advance irresistibly to the 
final stage of the attack. This theory 
may Jia\c been at the bottont of the 
huddled crossing of the Ai, which cost 
the Japanese so many casualties, and it 
is certainly the keynote to the fighting of 
an action of A\hich it vill become neces- 

sarytogivea description inthencxl chapter. 

Again, at Kiu-licn-chcng vc saw an 
illustration of those ideas of envelopment 
which arc now becoming .app.crcnt on 
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a larg-er scale in the working of the 
Japanese armies against Liao-yang and 
Port Arthur. The wars of the future, 
says Hoenig, a very well-known German 
military writer, will be mostly “ wars of 
circumvallation, ” which is a form of en- 


assumes immense labour in the execution 
of preliminary preparations, the utmost 
care in procuring accurate information 
of the enemy’s movements, and con- 
siderable activity in drawing in the net 
when once it has been spread. But it 
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velopment, and there is no doubt that 
envelopment in one form or another is 
the favourite object of German tactical 
movements. Like the advance to the 
attack in close formation, it presupposes 
those big battalions on the side of which 
a great man once impiously said that 
Providence is wont to fight. Further, it 


is notably effective, more especially as 
regards moral effect, for the bravest 
troops, who will cheerfully face any odds 
as long as the enemy are fairly and 
squarely to their direct front, may be- 
come unsteady when they begin to per- 
ceive attackers closing in upon tliern, 
sometimes from all points of the compass. 
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With the aid of a little imagination 
it is possible to construct an extremel} 
interesting parallel between the manner 
in Avhich the enveloping process was 
carried out at Kiu-lien-cheng and that 
in uhich it is being attempted before 
Liao-yang. Further, the fact that the 
2nd Division in the former engagement 
was sent down the river, evidently with 
the intention of occupying the attention 
of the troops in Antung had any troops 
remained there and given trouble, may 
be taken to resemble dimly the landing 
of the Second Army in the Liao-tung 
Peninsula in order to effect the reduction 
of Port Arthur. Curiously enough, the 
parallel can here be extended by com- 
paring the work of Admiral Hosoya’s 
squadron at the mouth of the Yalu — 
mitatis mutandis, of course — with that of 
Admiral Togo before Port Arthur. Re- 
turning to the main attack, we find the 
lath Division at Kiu-lien-cheng crossing 
the Ai and taking initiative in deploying 
against the enemy’s main position, very 
much as General Kuroki’s whole Army, 
after the passage of the Yalu, of whief 
in reality the Battle of Kiu-Hen-cheng 
is a part, was the first Japanese force 
to deploy in opposition to the Liao-yang 
position ; being subsequently supported 
by the Third Army, just ns the 12th 
Division was assisted in the process of 
envelopment by the Guards Division on 
the right bank of the Yalu. 

And now let us try to look at the 
situation from the Russian standpoint. 
The difBcuIlics which confront the mili 
tary authorities arc indeed serious ; but 
it is altogether a delusion to regard the 
position of affairs ns in any ^\ay hope- 
less, and, to give the Russians due 
credit, there is no suggestion of despair, 
and very little indication of unabated 
confidence in their .attitude. Of course. 


with them the question of Port* Arthur’s 
capacity for resistance is the immediate 
paramount consideration, and the sub- 
ject gives rise to much besides mere con- 
troversy. There is no doubt that, 
although the fail of Port Arthur might 
not mean any very serious check to the 
prosecution of the W^nr, ft would cer- 
tainly be attended by such a loss of 
prestige, and by such an encouragement 
to the enemy, that the effect would be 
far-reaching and perhaps permanent. 
Accordingly, from the moment that the 
isolation of Port Arthur became an es- 
tablished fact, there has been in some 
Russian quarters a strong feeling that 
steps ought to be t.akcn to rclicv’c the 
pressure on the stronghold from the land 
side. It is understood that Admiral 
Alexeieff is strongly of this opinion, ns 
is indeed natural considering tlic extent 
to which the “ Viceroy of the Far En.st " 
— the significance of the title is gradually 
becoming a little thin — was respon.siblc 
for the pinnacle of importance that Port 
Arthur has attained. TJie belief is cur- 
rent that Admiral Alexeieff has pressicd 
tliese views upon the Tsar, and the latter, 
“torn asunder by every wind of doc- 
trine,” li.as asked General Kuropalkin 
whether it would not be practicable to 
relieve the beleaguered fortress, in prefer- 
ence to trusting the prestige of Russia to 
the harartl of a siege. But the military 
Commandcr-in-Chicf has explained that 
in the present condition of the land opera- 
tions such a movement is, in his opinion, 
most undesirable, if not impo'fvihlc. 
Accordingly, the Tsar issues a .‘«ort of 
Imperial mandate to the Port Arthur 
garrison in which the Meet is cnjoineil, 
as a last resort, to cut its way out and 
rejoin, if possible, the \'fadivo\tok 
.squadron, no Russian ships being 
allowed to hU into the enemy's h.ands. 
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We shall probably never know with 
exactitude the secret history of the Rus- 
sian military policy in the two or three 
weeks succeeding' the isolation of Port 
Arthur. But there is ground for sup- 
posing that the tension between Alexeieff 
and Kuropatkin has been extremely 
severe, and there is probably a good deal 
of significance packed up in the remark 
attributed to a Russian General in St. 
Petersburg, “ Kuropatkin has not yet 
defeated the Japanese, but he has beaten 
Admiral Alexeieff. ’ ’ 

There are other suggestions of very 
singular import in connection with this 
period. In some directions the Russians 
can be quite as secretive as the Japanese, 
and, with a man of Kuropatkin ’s known 
capacity, it is difficult to believe that all 
this time he has been merely engaged in 
levelling up his forces at Liao-yang in 
order more effectively to meet the Japan- 
ese onslaught. At one time it seemed 
as if he would be warranted in detaching 
a considerable portion of his army and 
sending it into the Liao-tung Peninsula 
with the object, not only of “ relieving ” 
Port Arthur, but of trying to catch the 
Japanese Second Army between two 
fires. But it may well have been the 
case that such a course was prevented 
by a previous and much broader distribu- 
tion of the Russian forces, which would 
have rendered any such detachment as 
that proposed a source of undue weak- 
ness to the Haicheng — Liao-yang posi- 
tion, whether as regards defence or a 
possible offensive. For a long time past 
there has been much uncertainty as to 
the proceedings of General Linievitch, 
one of the most able and trusted, as well 
as most experienced . of the Russian 
leaders in the Far East. The suggestion 
now is that General Linievitch is realty 
in command of a very large force, of 


which the Trans-Baikal Cossacks under 
command of General Rennenkampf form 
the vanguard, and the role of which is to 
lie on the flank of the Japanese advance. 
Already the Cossacks have made them- 
selves felt both in rear of General 
Kuroki’s position at Feng-hwang-cheng 
and in north-eastern Korea, but, so far, 
their movements have been disconnected 
and rather desultory. The possibility of 
a Russian descent on a large scale from 
the region of which Vladivostok is the 
chief centre has long ago been fore- 
shadowed in these pages. Whether it 
now takes shape depends largely on the 
extent to which General Kuropatkin con- 
tinues to be given a free hand, and on the 
capacity of the Japanese to outflank 
again this flanking movement by naval 
and military operations on the coast 
between Vladivostok and Gensan. 

The position at the beginning of the 
fourth week in May is thus one in which 
very careful regard must be had to 
contingencies on the Russian side, as 
well as certainties on that of the Japs. 
It cannot be said that Russia has as yet 
recovered from , her neglect at the outset 
to take proper precautions in the way 
both of offence and defence. Nor is 
there 5'^et any sign that the loss of naval 
supremacy can be repaired. Rumour 
follows rumour as to attempts more or 
less successful to persuade the Sultan 
to permit a portion of the Russian Black 
Sea Fleet to pass out of the Dardanelles, 
and dates are confidently given for the 
sailing of the Baltic Fleet. But there 
are other Powers besides Turkey inter- 
ested in the keeping the Russian war- 
ships in the Black Sea the right side of 
the Dardanelles forts. With regard to 
the Baltic Fleet, there is now not only 
the difficulty of coaling cn rotiie to be 
considered, although that is regarded by 
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experts as insuperable. For, even sup- be regarded as one of absolute tranquil- 
posing the ^oyage by the Suez Canal lity. But apart from the sea, and even 
only occupied sixty-three days— a mini- apart from the possible fall of Port 
mum calculation — some 65,000 tons of Arthur, it must be repeated that the Rus- 
coal would be consumed by the twelve sian military position at the stage we 
warships of the squadron, of which have now reached is one of no mean 
about 50,000 tons would have to be strength. Envelopment may be a very 
carried by colliers and trans-shipped at effective process, but it has the disadvan- 
sea. tage or drawing out armies into long 

But outside this difficulty there now thin lines which may for a considerable 
arises the question whether, if Port distance be crumpled up by a determined 
Arthur should fall and \'Iadivostok be counterstroke on the part of a solidly- 
blockaded, the squadron, on arrival at placed enemy. In other words, attempted 
its destination, would be in the igno- envelopment of the Russians at Liao- 
minious position of having no base what- yang will not necessarily mean paralysis 
ever, and no source of further coal of such Russian strength as lies outside 
supply. Lastly, the despatch of prac- that position. The reverse is probable, 
tically the whole of the Baltic Fleet to and it is even possible that, as a result 
the Far East means the withdrawal of the of continued Japanese pressure, we 
greater part of the naval defences of the may see Kuropatkin’s remarkable dis- 
Empire, a grave risk to take when the play' of passive resistance followed by an 
political condition of Europe can hardly interesting e.xhibition of calculated activity. 
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L I*n' US now pick up the tlircail ol 
our narralivo at the point at which 
we left it ns far back as Chapter XXI. 
We liave since progressed in otlier di- 
rections, and have also indulqcd in 
various retrospects. But the seciuence 
of our record will be found to have been 
strictly preserved, and, if we now revert 
to the operations in the Lia(»-tun” Penin- 
sula, the coniinenceinont of which was 
described in the chapter referred to, we 
may hope that our chronicle will continue 
to march forward with the well-ordered 
precision of a military movement. 

Some readers, moreover, may find 
compensation for the rather discursive 
nature of the last three chapters in the 
fact that the resumption of our story 
takes place at a juncture likely to be 
followed by stirrinq; events. Here in the 
Liao-tunq' Peninsula we mav surclv ex- 
pect something' more thrilling' than the 
encounters between outposts and small 
detached parties, which arc all that can 
for the present be looked for in the 
region separating Kuropatkin at Liao- 
yang from Kuroki at Feng-hwang-cheng. 
General Okii’s army, the Second Army 
of Japan, has landed, not, for the 
moment, to take part in any great com- 
bined movement by land for the purposes 
of envelopment. It is obviously bent 
upon one single piece of work, an attack 
upon Port Arthur, in which it will be 
assisted by the Fleet, but in the military 


performance of whicli it is as yet, and 
may continue to be, solely engaged. 
Well m.'iy that .Army be proud of the 
massive enterprise entrusted to it, and 
well assured may the onlookers be that 
General Oku will lose, no time in striking 
the successive blows which will be 
necessary before Port .Arthur becomes 
for a second time the prize of Japanese 
v.alour .and determination. 

Very different .arc the conditions in 
which ibis tcrri(ic task is being attempted 
from those in which Port Arthur was 
“ rushed ” in 1S9.}. Then, as now, the 
initi.al Japanese landing took place near 
Pi-tsu-wo, but from that moment any 
real comparison fails. For, apart from 
the fighting quality of the present gar- 
rison of Port .Arthur, apart even from the 
extraordinary strength of the present 
inner defences of the place, a wonderful 
alteration has taken place in the system 
of outer defences, which include ad- 
vanced positions, of which one near Kin- 
chau is the first, and a belt of entrench- 
ments extending' over ten miles. These 
last are said to be connected by forts, of 
which there is one at every 1,000 yards, 
and mines and barbed wire entangle- 
ments have been liberally provided. In 
negotiating these obstacles there will be, 
we may be sure, very little of the 
“ marching and countermarching and 
then going into winter quarters ” of the 
older style of strategy. Moreover, while 
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the services of field eng;ineers will no 
doubt be requisitioned largely in order 
to secure such protection as is possible 
for the attackers, there must be times 
when shelter w'ill have to be abandoned, 
trenches left, the support of great siege 
guns temporarily held in abeyance, and 
the onslaught made in a tempestuous 
mixture of set determination, lust of 
battle, utter indifference to death, and — 
grimmest of factors in such cases — cold 
steel. 

The Second Army of Japan consists, 
as we have alreadj’ 
seen, of three di- 
visions, the 1st 
(T o k i o), 3rd 
(Osaka), and 4th 
(Nagoya), and it 
has already been 
recounted that 
General Oku has 
met with consider- 
able opposition in 
the concentration 
of this large force, 
and its movement 
southwards in the 
d i r e c t i o n of its 
great objecti\e. 

On May iGth a sharp engagement, 
as has been already related in Chap- 
ter XXI., took pl.ace with consider- 
able casualties on both sides, the 
result being that the Japanese forced 
tlie enemy back and took possession of 
a line of hills about a mile and a half to 
tiic north of Kin-chau. Here their guns 
were said to dominate the latter, but, as 
will be presently seen, the advantage thus 
secured is slight, as the fir.st real resist- 
ance to the Japanese advance is to be 
made by tlic Russians not at Kin-ch.au, 
but at a strong and clc\atcd position 
further south. 


While the Japanese are making the 
most of their temporary success by the 
construction of batteries, and by com- 
pleting their preparations for a critical 
stage of their coming attack, ^\e may 
usefully examine the “lie” of the 
ground over which the last is to be ac- 
complished. For the operation about to 
be described is not a matter of a short, 
sharp day’s fighting, but one of a con- 
tinuous, and at times positively desper- 
ate, struggle lasting from May aist — 
it will be recalled that for some time 
past the term of 
the First Phase of 
the War as here 
narrated has been 
placed at the end 
of the third ^^cek 
in May — until a 
glorious culmina- 
tion is reached on 
the evening of the 
26th. It is a little 
strange that both 
the first great mili- 
tary performances 
of the Japanese in 
this campaign, the 
P a s sage of the 
Yalu terminating in the Rattle of Kiu- 
licn-chcng, ami the forcing of the neck of 
the Kwang-tung Promontory with the 
Buttle of Nan-shan as its finale, may 
each be said to have occupied in all six 
da>s. But, while the actual fighting in 
the Inter operation was more .severe, the 
area was much more rc.stricted, and, 
partly as a natur.il consequence, the re- 
sulting ** butcher’s bill ” much hc.nvicr. 

A glance at the map will show that the 
Liao-tung !*cninsula narrows near Kin- 
chau to a neck of land in parts barely 
two miles in width. This neck conn<x'ts 
the Kwang-tung iVomontory, on which 
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Port Aiiiuir nnd Dalny arc sitnatcci, with 
the inainlaiul of tlic Peninsula. C^n the 
west of the neelc lies Kin-ehau Hay, on 
the east one of the inlets of 'I'alien-wan, 
known as Hand Hay. 'Id tiic south of 
Hand Hay is a little promontory runnintr 
in an easterly direetion, on the extremity 
of which is a he.avy Russian liattcry of 
eii^ht pirns firinp' seawards, and afford- 
inp" a serious check to any attempt on 
tile part of Jap.anese warships to operate 
in Hand Hay. 

.•\i)oul two miles south of Kin-ehau, 
and in what would appear to he the 
very narrowest part of the nock, is Xan- 
shan Hill, the centre of tlie present 
Russian position. 'Phis is stronply licld 
ijy a force of wliich the main body is 
the .}th Ea.st Siberian Ril 1 e Division, 
commanded by General I'oclc. The Rus- 
sians have made groat efforts to im- 
prove the position, evidently with the 
intention to make a mo.st determined 
stand, which they confidently anticipate 
will be successful. In front of the posi- 
tion there arc mines and wire entangle- 
ments, and it is said that there arc ten 
strong forts “of a semi-permanent 
character,” in which a variety of heavy 
guns have been mounted. The nature 
and extent of the defending artillery will 
become apparent at a later stage of the 
narrative, but for the present it is suffi- 
cient to say that it must have been 
greatly superior to any which the Japan- 
ese could here bring in opposition to it. 

The defect in the position is that it is 
commanded by Mount Sampson, four 
miles to the cast, but, as the Times 
military critic observes, with this ex- 
ception it has everything in its favour, 
being short and strongly fortified, having 
its flanks secure, and being held by a 
garrison more than ample for its de- 
fence. “ If a Russian division of 8,000 


to 12,000 men, backed up by fifty or more 
siege guns and sixteen ciuick-firing field- 
guns, cannot hold 3,000 yards of front, 
strongly entrenched, and secure on the 
flanks, against the rush of infantry in the 
open restricted to a frontal assault, it is 
hard to say what position it can expect 
to defend with success,” 

'I hi' determination of the Russians to 
hold tliis narrow neck at all costs is very 
easy to understand. Even the lay reader 
will appreciate the fact that not often can 
the land approach to a vitally in'iportant 
cit.'idel, such as Port .Arthur to all intents 
:uul jiurposcs is, be barred by an un- 
broken line of works only 3,000 yards 
long. .As a matter of fact, the Russians 
here had the choice of two advanced 
positions, the one of which Nan-shan 
Hill wa.s the centre, nnd another a little 
in rear. The l.attcr would not have been 
commanded, as the former was, by 
Mount Sampson, but it had the disad- 
vant.agc of being six miles long, and 
conseiiucntly required more than three 
times as many men to hold it properly. 
Although a division was hardly nece.s- 
sary to hold the cntrcnchmij^nts at Nan- 
shan, probably two divisions would have 
been necessary to render the line in the 
rear reasonably safe, pnd these would have 
constituted a heavy drain upon the total 
garrison of Port Arthur. 

As the Times military critic remarks, 
so long as this neck was in Russian 
hands, not only was the road to Port 
Arthur obviously barred, but a sally-port 
also remained open through which 
General Stoessel might hope to march 
to co-operate with the expected, or at 
all events promised, advance of the army 
of succour from the north. The skill of 
Russian military engineers is well-known; 
the bravery and endurance of Russian 
troops, more especially when acting on 
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the defensive, is a matter of history. 
Well, then, may General Stoessel and 
h/s divisional commanders, Fock and 
Smirnoff, have been confident of being 
able to repulse the Japanese heavily at 


thus erected, In particular they wilt 
have realised the deadly significance of 
the enemy's artillery superiority, and the 
disadvantage under which they them^ 
selves suffered in not being able to deri\e 
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this point, and, possibly, c\cn to follow 
up the ad\antagc of re-establishing com- 
munication with Liao-yang. 

The Japanese, on the other hand, can 
hardlv have been under any illusions as 
to t!ic formidable nature of the barrier 


a full measure of support from their 
ships. The problem presented to 
General Oku was, indeed, a terribly 
serious one, which might well ha'c* 
dauntcrl even a resolute and daring 
leader. For here the chances of being 






338 


HISTORY OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR. 


able to deliver any but a frIghtfuUy 
costly frontal attack were very remote. 
We have already noted the presence of 
the heavy battery on the Liu-shu-tun 
Promontory, which made it impossible 
for the Japanese gun-boats to operate in 
Hand Bay, and we have now to consider 
the shoal water in Kin-chau Bay and on 
the west side of the Promontory gener- 
ally, which rendered it difficult for war- 
ships to support any landing on the left 
flank or in the rear of the Russian position. 

As to artillery, it would have been a 
serious matter to wait until more siege 
guns could be brought from Japan, and, 
indeed, any sort of delay was objection- 
able owing to the approach of the rains 
which are due about the end of June. 
Accordingly, the alternative lay between 
more or less complete inaction and what 
are known as “ Algerian tactics,” from 
the fact that chiefly by dashing frontal 
attacks the French foothold in North 
Africa was won and maintained. One 
can imagine that it is with something of 
painful reluctance the Japanese com- 
mander arrives at a decision which he 
is perfectly well aware must mean the 
sacrifice of many hundreds of his gallant 
troops, Avithout the least certainty of 
being able to ch’ect the object in view. 

On May 21st General Oku commences 
his operations against the Nan-shan 
position by a careful reconnaissance, at 
the same time gradually bringing up his 
own artillery from Pi-tsu-wo and other 
points further north in the Liao-tung 
Peninsula. The first reconnaissance is 
with a view to ascertain the weight of 
the enemy’s artillery on Nan-shan Hill, 
and pains must ha\e been taken to draw 
the cncmy’.s fire. For, according to the 
official report of the day’s proceedings, 
” observation and enemy’s cannonading 
showed enemy had at Nan-shan Hill, 


south of Kin-chau, four 15-centim^tre 
shrapnel, ten 9- to i5-'Centimfetre -can- 
nons (10.5 centimetre shells proved 
range 8,500 metres), two 12-centimetre 
quick-firers, besides at least ten forts.” 
The Japanese reconnaissance further 
showed the foothills to be protected by 
wire entanglements and mines. 

May 22nd, 23rd, and 24th appear to 
have been largely occupied in bringing 
up the infantry divisions behind Mount 
Sampson and in further reconnaissance. 
On the first day, according to General 
Oku, the “ attacking force commenced 
operations prearranged,” from which we 
may infer that, in addition to the pre- 
parations noted, positions were selected 
for such artillery as the Japanese were 
able to bring into action to the cast of 
Kin-chau. On May 23rd a reconnaissance 
discovered the presence of the heavy 
battery of eight guns on the LIu-shu-tun 
Promontory, of which mention has 
already been made nbovo. This battery 
was posted at a point marked in some 
maps as Huashnngtao, and formed a sort 
of detached post in extension of tlie real 
right of the Russian position. It com- 
manded, as h.^s been mentioned, the 
waters of Hand Bay, and was l.ntcr sup- 
ported by the Russian gun-boat Dobr. 

Evidently the rcconnai-ssanco drew the 
Russian fire freely, and it indicates the 
acute observation of the Japanese 
officers th.at they were .able to estimate 
from fragments of the enemy’s shells the 
c.alibrc of the various guns ojiposcd to 
them. 

On May 24lh the reconnaissance w.as 
pushed up to within easy distance of 
Kin-chau, Avhich, it was fountl, was still 
occupied by a small force of Kussi.m 
infantry and artillery. On May 25*^* Ktn- 
chati was ntt.ickcd, the artiUvry on Nan- 
shan Hill being sinuillane<nisly engaged 




THE GUN ^ BOAT SQUADRON 

to divert their attention. The place, the high wind and rough 
however, docs not seem to have been gun-boat squadron, consistin 
dclinitely occupied by the Japs until the Tsii/^us/ii, Sai-ycn, Akagi^ an 
following morning, and would, doubtless, and tlie 1st torpedo-boat flo 
have been untenable by daylight for any arrived in Kin-chau Bay at no( 



BATTLE OF KIN-CHAU: POSITIONS OF THE FORCES AT THE BEGINNING OF THE OPERIS 


length of time as long as the Nan-shan 25th, but, from the causes n 
Hill forts were active. This attack on obliged to take shelter inste; 
Kin-chau was probably made on the un- operating, as intended, with tin 
derstanding that a naval force would co- on shore. 

operate from Kin-chau Bay. Such assist- A word must be given in j 
ance was unfortunately lacking owing to the share taken by the gun-boal 
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in these intensely interesting operations. 
In the first place, it will be noted that 
the squadron is emphatically not one of 
first-class ships, which Admiral Togo 
might well have been reluctant to risk 
against powerful land batteries, even if 
in such shoal water he could have 
brought battleships and cruisers within 
effective range. Two of the gun-boats, 
the Akagi and the Chiokai, are 6oo-ton 
vessels only, and consequently of light 
draught; the Tsukuslii is an old Elswick 
ship of 1,370 tons, and the Sai-yen is the 
old Chinese vessel Tsi-yiien of 2,264 tons, 
which was captured in the Chino-Japan- 
ese War. Between them these four ships 
only carried fifteen guns of moderate 
calibre. 

The above may not seem a very ex- 
citing prelude to a very dramatic piece 
of hard fighting, but it is very possible 
that in reality there was much of thrilling 
interest in these preliminary operations, 
and it is quite certain that In any case 
they were conducted by the Japanese 
with consummate skill. This has been 
specially recognised by German military 
critics, one of whom says that the account 
of the careful reconn.aissance and otlicr 
preparatory operations reads like a chap- 
ter out of a modern text-book on tactics, 
and that the whole six days’ fighting will 
become “ an academical example for 
analvsis in the study of war.” While 
the lay reader can hardly be expected lo 
wax equally enthusiastic over a perform- 
ance which it is almost impossible lo 
invest with any picturcsqucncss or 
variclj, he may be induced by these 
considerations to pardon the ^\riter for 
dclaxing any account of the final rush 
until the steps loading to it shall ha^e 
at least been outlined. 

At midnight on May 25th the situation 
is as follows: The Nan-shan Hill posi- 


tion is guarded by some three-score guns 
in position and eight machine guns, 
fronted by several lines of shelter 
trenches, wire fences and mines, with 
quick-firers in the intervals — “ the whole 
constituting an almost permanent for- 
tress, garrisoned by one dhision of 
infantry, two field batteries, garrison 
artillery and marines, evidently with the 
intention of effectually checking the 
Japanese advance.” The Russian gun- 
boat Bohr is also about to take up a 
position in Talicn Bay which will enalile 
it to render effective assistance in the 
morrow’s fight without being itself ex- 
posed to any fire but that of light field- 
guns posted on Mount Sampson. 

From the Japanese commander’s point 
of view the position of affairs is a terribly 
anxious one. After five days’ fighting he 
has only broken off the husk of the liard 
nut he has to crack before this, the chief 
advanced position of the Port Arthur 
defences, can be considered won. Such 
artillery preparations as he has been able 
to make can have had but trifling effect 
upon the extremely strong po.sition in 
front of him, the mere weight of metal 
behind which cannot but tell terribly upon 
the infantry attack that must now be 
directed upon it. If ever there were a 
case in wliich a commander was justified 
in shrinking from a nearly hopeless task, 
here it is. A repulse Is probable, and 
repulse or success cannot but mean enor- 
mous casu.altics. I'or the attack can 
only be dclAcrcd at best in circuin- 
.Stances resembling those whiclj i)rou‘<I 
so costly at the Ai fords In the Ikittlo 
of Kiti-licn-chcng. It is ncccss.iry for 
General Oku to use the full strengtli at 
bis disposal in order to have the le.nst 
chance of pro<lucing an impression upon 
such a defence as this, and there is ro 
n>om for the proper <leplo\ment of ihrre 
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divisions of infantry. The alternative is 
that huddling' which means such frightful 
loss whenever well-directed artillery and 
machine gun fire have to be faced. 


Russian superiority lies in the quality of 
the Japanese infantryman, the leadership 
of his officers, and the co-operation of the 
gun-boats in Kin-chau Bay. 



JAPANESE OFFICERS DRAWING THE FIRE OF THE RUSSIAN GUNS AND 
EXAMINING THE SPLINTERS IN ORDER TO DETERMINE THE NATURE OF 
THE ARTILLERY IN THE FORTIFICATIONS ABOVE. 


Owing to the presence of the Russian 
gun-boat in Talien-wan the advance from 
behind Mount Sampson will be exposed 
on the left to a galling fire to which no 
sort of useful reply can be made, and the 
only counterpoise to the huge weight of 


General Oku’s sentence is for carrying 
out the attack to the bitter end. It is a 
momentous conclusion and, as an able 
critic aptly remarks, “ no one who has 
felt the overwhelming responsibilities of 
command at such a moment can fail to 
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recognise and admire the splendid The 3rd Division on the left Is terribly 
audacity which decided to throw at once exposed throughout the advance. From 
for the whole stake.” ten o’clock in the morning it suffered 

^ It IS just 2.35 a.m., and a foggy morn- greatly from the enfilading fire of the 
mg, when on May 26th the Battle of Russian gun-boat in Talien-Wan Bay, and 
Nan-shan opens with an artillery duel later it is persistently shelled by a four- 
which lasts three hours. In this the gun- gun battery a little to the south of Nan- 
boat squadron in Kin-chau Bay joins, and shan. As a matter of course, the Tokio 


the Russian batteries reply ■with spirit. 
This artillery duel probably transcends in 
noise and viciousness anything of the sort 
that has occurred hitherto in the course 
of the War, for the reply of the Russian 
artillery to the Japanese opening" fire at 
Kiu-lien-cheng- was insignificant, and 
there is a great difference between the 
sustained passion of a combat of guns 
like this at Kan-shan and the stately 
deliberation of a naval bombardment. 

In about three hours the Japanese fire 
appears to have told a little on the de- 
fence, and the moment is held suitable 
for the infantry advance. 

On they come, the splendid little in- 
fantry of the Island Nation, the 4th, or 
Osaka Division, on the right; the ist, or 
Tokio Division, in the centre; and the 
3rd, or Nagoya Division, on the left. 
The formation is a close one, partly from 
choice, partly from necessity. Even if 
German ideas of solidity in frontal 
attacks \\ere not prevailing with the 
Japanese leaders, the extent of ground 
available docs not permit of any but a 
narrow front. Thus, when the 4th Divi- 
sion has made its first rush through Kin- 
chau, it lias to contract its {ront to half 
the normal extension in order to carry 
the u’orks imincdintcly in front of it, 
being exposed all the time to a concen- 
trated fire from the whole length of the 
Russian position. At an earlier stage 
there is said to have been so little room 
for deployment thnt hnttalion.'! of infantry 
had to stand waiting in the sea. 


men in the centre have their full share 
of the miles of guns along the Russian 
line of works. Vet all press forward 
until they have gained positions actually 
not more than 300 to 500 yards from the 
enemy’s advanced trenches. 

It is at this point an episode occurs 
which gives some idea of the awful 
possibilities of a frontal attack. Between 
the Russian outworks and the advancing 
attack lies a village called Maucliiaying. 
About midday the energy of the Russian 
defenders in the works between this vil- 
lage and the main line of defence appears 
to be exhausted by the fire from the 
Japanese gun-bo.ats in Kin-cliau Bay, 
Two Japanese battalions arc told off to 
make a desperate effort to carry the 
works. What follows is best told in the 
wotds of the Times correspondent, who 
tells the story, and whose narrati\c Is 
here merely transformed into the historic 
present: — “ At first the straggling walls 
of Mauchiaying give them some cover, 
under which they have a moment’s 
breathing space. Then the gallant little 
infantry pros’! on again up the breast of 
the slopes of the Russian position. It is 
an almost impossible task. As yet the 
defenders arc not sufTicicntly shaken. 

An avalanche of concentrated fire from 
the infantry in the trenches, the nuichinc 
guns in the Russian works, and the 
quick-firing field artillery supporting the 
defences .strike tlie Japanese full. They 
melt away from the gl.icis like .solder be- 
fore the flame of a blow-pipc. A few' 
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who seem to have charmed lives strug'glc 
on till they reach the wire entanglements. 
It is a vain, if heroic, effort. Wasted 
within fifteen minutes, these two bat- 
talions cease to exist except as a trail of 
mutilated bodies at the foot of tlie Rus- 
sian glaci.^:. ” 

For a time after the failure of this 
attack it seems as if it were hopeless to 
expect success. To all ordinary intents 
and purposes the Japanese have already 
been repulsed, and it is not too' much to 
say that in ninety-nine eases out of a 
hundred the operation would have been 
discontinued at this point. But Gener.'il 
Oku and his .Army arc made of truly 
stern stuff. While for the moment the 
infantry arc checked, a tremendous effort 
is made by the Japanese g;uns on Mount 
Sampson, and the Japanese gun-boats 
in Kin-chau Bay, the two smallest of 
which, the ^.^’<7^/ and Cliiokai, have stood 
in boldly, to concentrate their fire on the 
Russian left, and so to make an opening 
into which the point of an infantry wedge 
can be driven. 

The attack now becomes little more 
than a succession of “ forlorn hopes.” 
Again and again the glorious Japanese 
infantry advance, and assault after 
assault is delivered upon a series of 
desperately defended positions. Some- 
times the tide of onslaught slackens, for 
the Russians stick doggedly to their 
positions, and are only ousted as wave 
follows wave of attackers in a frenzy of 
fighting fury at the sight of their dead 
comrades. Many Japanese are hope- 
lessly entangled in the obstacles at the 
foot of the slopes, but the Russian mines, 
■on which the defence have evidently 
counted, prove harmless. And hereby 
hangs a tale which is finely illustrative 
of Japanese contempt of death. 

After the first attack has proved fruit- 


less, the Japanese scouts creeping warily 
ahead discovered the existence of these 
mines, and it is determined to locate 
them by the heroie process of sacrificing 
a certain number of men. Hundreds of 
soldiers immediately volunteer for an en- 
terprise whieh seems to promise certain 
death, and these devoted fellows are 
placed at the head of the second advance. 
Without hesitation they rush forward, 
expecting every moment to be hurled into 
eternity, or at best to escape with 
ghasth- wounds. As they near the fate- 
ful zone, however, they find that the 
heavy rains have washed away the earth 
which had covered the mines, the latter 
being left exposed. The conducting 
wires are joyfully cut, and danger from 
this source is happily at an end. It is 
painful to be compelled to add that most 
of the gallant volunteers are subsequently 
killed in the succession of attacks upon 
the main position. 

It is now about six o’clock in the 
evening, and the fight has been raging 
with little or no cessation for fifteen 
hours. It is said that the Japanese have 
charged the main position on Nan-shan 
Hill nine times, and it is added in one 
account that the ammunition of the 
Japanese field artillery is running short. 
The time comes for a supreme effort, 
and, after a final hail of artillery fire, 
the 4th Division presses irresistibly for- 
ward on the Russian left. 

The Osaka men, of which this Division 
is composed, have been twitted in bygone 
days with lack of courage; but after the 
Battle of Nan-shan it will require some 
hardihood to level such a taunt against 
these splendid fighters. Already they 
have distinguished themselves on the ex- 
treme right of the Japanese line by work- 
ing their way along through the shoal 
water to Kin-chau Bay, under the partial 
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protection of the gun-boats. While thus 
engaged they have encountered the Rus- 
sians, and a hot fight has been carried 
on by the two forces both waist-deep. 
“ When the Russians finally retreated," 
says the Reuter despatch in which this 
episode is narrated, "the water was 
literally crimsoned.” 

And now the 4th Division crowns its 
glorious record of a glorious day by being 
the first of General Oku’s larger units to 
make an impression on the Russian 
position. The Russian left begins to 
give way before the Japanese right; the 
Japanese centre and left, sadly shattered 
as they are, pull themselves together in 
order to follow the example of the Osaka 
men, and with a roar of triumph the 
greater part of the Second Army of Japan 
surges forward in one grand victorious 
onslaught. 

Still at every parapet there is resist- 
ance shown, and defenders and attackers 
cross bayonets at many points until the 
4th Division has made good its foothold 
on the Russian left, when the whole line 
of defence begins to waver. The attack 
never falters, the men leaping over the 
bodies of their dead comrades, and 
literally hustling the Russians out of their 
trenches. In about an hour the last 
phase of this awful struggle is over. 
The Russians retire, in utter confusion 
from the more advanced parts of the 
position, but in decent order from the 
less exposed parts. 

About half-past seven in the evening, 
while the Japanese guns are shelling the 
fugitives, a great cry of " Banzai! 
Banzai I " goes up as the Japanese flag 
tt'.ives in triumph over the forts which 
yesterday Russia deemed to be impreg- 
nable, and which were impregnable .save 
to troops of altogether cxlraordinarj' 
merit, magnificently led, and animated 


by a courage and resolute tenacity never 
surpassed and not often equalled in the 
annals of warfare. 

As the Japanese, worn out but proudly 
happy in the consciousness of a great 
work greatly accomplished, sleep the 
sleep of the victors on the ground they 
have won, we may well look back on 
what has occurred, look around on the 
situation which has been created, and 
look forward to a future of marked sig- 
nificance. 

First, it is necessary to devote a few 
lines to the part played in the Battle of 
Nan-shan by the Japanese gun - boat 
squadron. We have already noted how 
the squadron joined in the opening artil- 
lery action, and how the Aiagi and 
Chokaiy taking advantage of their light 
draught, approached as close as possible 
to the shore. At this stage a Russian 
shell glanced off the foredeck of the 
Chokaty and a lieutenant and two men were 
killed, and two others were wounded. 
At 8 a.m. the gun-boats, thinking that the 
enemy’s forts had been silenced, tempor- 
arily suspended their firing. 

A portion of the torpedo-bo.nt flotll].T 
now commenced firing on the railway 
lines, while another portion, supported 
by the Tsnkus/ii and the Sai-yeti, availed 
itself of the rising tide to steam nearer 
inshore and cover the advance of the 
extreme right of the 4th Division, as 
alrc.idy narrated. 

Subsequently, from time to time, the 
squadron assisted the land operations by 
judicious bombardment, and the Army’s 
indebtedness to it wn.s in due cour.se 
warmly acknowledged by General Oku. 

It must have been handled %sith an ad- 
mirable combination of boldness and 
skill, for, notwithstanding its near ap- 
proach to the .shore, and the warm atten- 
tions it received from the fort b.nttcrics. 



THE CASUALTIES. 


,345 


none of the ships suffered any damag'e 
except the Chokai. On board the latter 
there \verc fresh casualties at the close of 
the day’s work, a shell haviu”' exploded 
beside one of the S'uns, with the result 
that the captain of the ship was killed 


of all this desperate and continuous fight- 
ing-. First let us see the price that has 
been paid by the victors, a price at first 
sight so heavy that one is inclined to 
wonder if it be not altogether excessive, 
considering that as yet only the fringe of 
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and a sub-lieutenant and three men were 
wounded. At 7.30 in the evening the 
squadron, to use the simple language of 
the despatch narrating its operations, 
“ stopped fighting and returned to the 
naval base.” 

Let us now take a glance at the results 


the Port Arthur defences has been 
reached. The official return of the 
Japanese casualties on May 26th gives 
a total of 4,204, whereof 749, including 
33 officers, are reported killed, 3,455 hav- 
ing been wounded, including 100 officers. 
Probably this means that about 12 to 15 
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per cent, of the total force engaged were 
put Aors de combat^ and, although this 
proportion is small compared with that 
shown by the returns of casualties in 
many important battles, it may seem a 
heavy bill to pay for the capture of a 
single position. Yet, when one comes to 
reckon the frightful obstacles which the 
gallant Japanese had to encounter, the 
cramped space in which they operated, 
the extraordinary strength of the enemy's 
works, and the advantages possessed by 
the Russians in the matter of superior 
artillery, and of enfilading fire, the won- 
der begins to grow that the losses were 
not even more severe. But the main 
point is, of course, the fact that the 
figures given are, as we have seen, the 
price of success, not the added penalty 
of failure. If General Oku had lost two 
or three thousand men in the futile effort 
to storm such a position, surprise could 
not reasonably have been expressed. 
With a thousand or two more casualties 
to have hurled a Russian division In a 
single day from what were to all intents 
and purposes semi-permanent fortifica- 
tions is a feat which no competent mili- 
tary student can criticise even on the 
score of “ expense.” 

Of the Russian casualties it is im- 
possible to speak very definitely, as the 
information available is, to say the least, 
conflicting. General Stocssel reports that 
the Russian losses were 30 officers and 
about 800 men, kilted and wounded. But 
either this is a very doubtful estimate, 
or the proportion of killed to wounded 
must have been altogether exceptional. 
For the explicit statement furnished offici- 
ally by General Oku is that the Japanese 
military administration commission and 
gensdarmes carefully buried the corpses 
of 10 Russian officers and 664 men found 
at Nan-shan and in its vicinity, besides 


30 which were .buried by the Japanese 
troops in the neighbourhood of the 
camps. In another report General Oku 
says that a number of Russian officers 
and men were taken prisoners, together 
with 68 cannon, 10 machine guns, one 
locomotive, three search-lights, 50 mines, 
many rifles, and much ammunition. 

The news of the loss of the Nan-shan 
position was published in St. Petersburg 
on the Russian holiday commemorating 
the Emperor’s coronation. The des- 
patches posted on the bulletin boards 
were all from foreign sources, and the 
Government made no effort to suppress 
or minimise the evil tidings. The Press, 
on the other hand, endeavoured strenu- 
ously to belittle the significance of the 
event, special editions being sold in the 
streets announcing a Russian victory and 
Japanese losses of 15,000 men I Even 
less imaginative prints .assured their 
readers that the defence of the Nan-shan 
position tvas re.aJJy a m.atter of no conse- 
quence, and that, if anything, the capac- 
ity of Port Arthur to stand a siege was 
now vastly improved. *‘ Despite these 
words of comfort, ho^\cvcr,” writes a 
St. Petersburg correspondent, '* the 
gloomiest pessimism prevails almost 
everywhere. A military authority with 
whom I h.ave conversed on the subject 
assures me that, after having rend the 
accounts of the attack on Kin-chau, he 
entertains little cxpect.ation that Port 
Arthur will be relieved, and hopes only 
that when the end approaches the b.att!c- 
ships may effect their escape under cover 
of night.” 

Jt is this foreboding spirit which in- 
vests the news of the Ihatlle of N.in-shan 
with peculiar me-aning, more rspeci.illy, 
of course, for the n.Ttion nro't in»irn.ife}y 
concerned, but to a sc.nrcely less extent 
for all intelligent spcct.ntors. I'or Ihi* 
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<>Teat conflict marks vet another and 
wholly distinct stag'e in the appreciation 
of Japanese fig'hting" capacity. Impor- 
tant as was the victory on the Yalu,-this 
is even more so, for here was no question 
of divided Russian counsels, nor even of 
elaborate Japanese dust-throwing- in Rus- 
sian eyes by means of feints and carefully 
masked batteries. Nor-had the Japanese 
any real superiority of force. In artillery 
they were positively inferior, and in the 
attack of such ,a position the numerical 
advantage possessed by Japan amounted 
to very little. The Russians had quite 
enough men and to spare for their 
purpose, and they may never again 
meet the Japanese under much more 
favourable conditions for inflicting a 
heavy blow at the cost of comparatively 
insignificant losses. The absurd theory 
that it was not intended to dis- 
pute the position seriously may, of 
course, be lightly dismissed. Even Rus- 
sian generals cannot afford to leave 700 
corpses on the field and 78 guns in the 
enemy’s hands merely as a handsome 
present to a pushful adversary. The 
sum of the whole matter is, that the Rus- 
sians selected their position at Nan-shan 
with consummate skill, and held it, on 
the whole, with praiseworthy stubborn- 
ness. But they were simply driven from 
it by better fighters than themselves. 
Nor does it need special prescience to j 
foresee that the officers and men who 
wore down the Russian resistance on this 
occasion -will leave their mark yet again 
on the armies of the Tsar, even if the 
latter ultimately succeed in bringing ap- 
parently overwhelming forces into the 
field. For it is not too much to say that 
General Oku had at Nan-shan a harder 
battle to fight than if he had met the 
Russians in the open with only three 
divisions to their four. 


As. to the question w-hether the Battle 
of Nan-shan proves the efficacy of the 
German theories regarding frontal at- 
tacks, the sound conclusion probably i.s 
that no single action of this sort can 
demonstrate what must largely depend 
on circumstances. We ourselves found 
“ Algerian tactics,” even with our ex- 
tended lines, very deadly in South Africa, 
not merely because, as the Germans prefer 
to think, our leadership, distribution of 
forces, and marksmanship w^ere at fault, 
but because the enemy’s powder w^as so 
unusuall}' straight. If the Russians had 
shot like the Boers, even the Japanese 
might not have carried Nan-shan Hill. 
On the other hand, it is not every country 
that can afford 4,000 casualties in the 
preliminary stage of a simple operation. 
While, therefore, there is nothing that 
succeeds like success, and, admitting that 
the Japanese were justified here in their 
adoption and brilliant illustration of Ger- 
man views, this is no reason why the 
British Army should, on the strength of 
this one example, seek to ignore the hard 
and convincing lessons it has learned in 
its owm recent practice. 

Let us, above all, remember in regard 
to the Battle of Nan-shan that it was 
essentially one of those collisions in which 
for a time the balance trembles, and it 
seems as if a feather would turn the 
scale. If the tenth attempt had failed, 
as had the previous nine almost equally 
desperate onslaughts, what assurance 
have we that an eleventh effort would 
have been possible? Further concentra- 
tion of artillery fire might not have been 
feasible in view of the failure of ammuni- 
tion, and the Japanese might have been 
compelled to fall back, undaunted maybe, 
and ready to resume the operation on the 
morrow, but terribly shattered, and no 
nearer their object than the day before. 
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Where would, then, have been ihe slrik- 
in^- demonstration of the value of a 
:;losely formed frontal attack? Surely it 
is idle to ar”ue seriously from such louch- 
rmd-j^o performances, in which a gloriotts 
and important victory is only separated 
by the incidents and accidents of jjerhaps 
half an hour from a mortifying- and costly 
repulse. 

l£arly on May eyth the Japanese took 
up the pursuit, and found that during- the 
ni”ht the cnemv had evacuated the Liu- 
shu-tun promontory, leaving- four guns, 
which fell into the hands of a detachment 
under General Xakamura. A further 
retreat towards Port Arthur was evi- 
dently in progress, and the Japanese 
pressed as close as was prudent on the 
heels of the fugitives, driving them 
through Xan-san-shi-li-pu, a station on 
the branch line to Dalny, eight miles 
south-west of Xan-shan. 

Meanwhile, Dalny itself has reached an 
exciting crisis in its history. As soon 
as the result of the fig-hting on May 26lh 
becomes known the small Russian garri- 
son left in the town falls back on a line 
parallel with that taken by General Stocs- 
sel’s force, destroying the railway cul- 
verts behind it. In the town itself a 
state of anarchy immediately ensues. 
Such European non-combatants as can 
get passages hasten off in Chinese junks 
to Chifu. Only Chinese officials are left 
in power, and these allow the gaol, which 
contains about 200 cut-throats, to be 
forced. For two or three days the town 
on which Russia has lavished so many 
millions, in the hope of making it the 
great commercial emporium of the Far 
East, is at the mercy of a gang of desper- 
adoes. Yet, evil as is this chance, it is 
from the Russian standpoint, perhaps. 


preferable to what follows. For on May 
30th a dclachmcnt from General Oku’s 
victorious army enters the town, and 
Dalny becomes, temporarily at any rate, 
Japanese. Order is, of course, promptly 
restored, and a careful survey shows that 
the prize is, indeed, a valuable one. The 
great pier, ns mentioned in Chapter 
XXIII., has been destroyed, and some 
ste.-im launches have been sunk at the 
mouth of the dock. But the other piers 
and docks arc still in good order, and 
over 100 warehouses and barracks, be- 
sides the telegraph ollicc and railway 
station, arc found to be uninjured. Some 
300 r.-iilw.'iy c.'irs are also reported by 
Gener.-d Oku to be still usable. 

'i'hc significance of these captures is 
obvious. There is much to be done be- 
fore Talien-w.'in, or Dalny Bay, can be 
freed from the mines which have been 
sown with reckless prodigality, but still 
with considerable ingenuity, in this im- 
portant field. Further, as the smaller 
railway bridges on the branch line have 
been destroyed, it will necessarily be 
some time before the latter can be used 
for any heavy traffic. But, none the less, 
Dalny, with its existing piers and docks, 
is a very desirable acquisition to a 
country Avhich may require to land fur- 
ther military forces in the Liao-tung 
Peninsula, and which, in any case, may 
well be grateful for such a grand ready- 
made sea-base for its further operations 
against Port Arthur. If only, then, be- 
cause it has been so rapidly followed by 
the seizure of Dalny, the Battle of Xan- 
shan is far the most important success 
which has as yet attended the Japanese 
operations on land, and may even ultim- 
ately prove more far-reaching than Ad- 
miral Togo’s brilliant triumphs by sea. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

FURTHER OPER.\TIONS AGAINST PORT ARTHUR — RENEWED BOMBARDMENT — THE JAPANESE 


CREEPING CLOSER — THE BELEAGUERED 

A fter the battle of Nan-shan the 
. Japanese set to work very methodi- 
cally to draw as close a cordon as possible 
round the Gibraltar of the Far East. 
Already during- the later preliminary 
operations leading up to the great fight 
on the 26th, Admiral Togo had resumed 
his task of keeping a large portion of the 
Port Arthur garrison busily occupied, and 
on May 24th a considerable bombardment 
is reported to have taken place. On the 
night of the 28th, according to a Muk- 
den despatch, yet another attempt was 
made by the Japanese to block the har- 
bour entrance. Merchant vessels arc 
said to have been sent in under escort, 
and the despatch adds that they were 
discovered by the Ku.ssian searchlights, 
one Japanese gunboat an<l two <lcstrojcr.s 
being sunk. No confirmation of this 
damage infijctcd upon Admiral Togo's 
ships appears to be forthcoming, and it 
is possible that in the doubtful light the 


GARRISO.V — .MOVEMENTS FURTHER NORTH. 

entire purpose as well as the details of 
this attempt were obscured. For there 
is reason to believe that Admiral Togo 
has now, for a time at least, abandoned 
the idea of blocking the harbour by mer- 
chantmen in fat our of sowing the road- 
stead with Oda mines, in view of an 
eventual effort on the part of the ships 
within to escape in a body. The Rus- 
sians arc well aware of tliis future danger, 
for they continue to sweep the Port 
Arthur ro.idstc.nd, just ns the Japanese 
have been sweeping D.dny K.iy, and J)c- 
tween May iSth and 21st have taken up 
eleven mines sown by the inilcf.’itig.sblo 
enemy. 

In the early morning of May ^olli a 
%cry d.iring reconnaissance was c.irrMil 
out under Admiral Togo's ortfers fiy four 
Japanese gunboats, two dcstrotrrs. and 
two torp«lo-lmals. v.Illi the olij.rt of 
discovering what is the st.ite of thr 
channel, and whether any new gun-i bate 
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been placed in position. The eight ves- 
sels carry out their dangerous work with 
great skill and daring-, notwithstanding; 
a heavy fire from the land batteries. 
Tiiey note that a new Russian search- 
light station has been erected, and that 
one or two new forts have been con- 
structed on the Liau-ti-shan Promontory. 
The new searchlight is believed to have 
been due to the enterprise of Colonel 
Spiridonoff, who, as described on page 
219, succeeded in bringing in a train-load 
of ammunition and, as it now appc.ars, 
other materi:d, into Port Arthur just be- 
fore the fortress was finally isolated. 
That last train is said to have contained 
some badly-wanted dynamos, without 
which not only would the new search- 
light have been an impossibility, but even 
the old ones might have been useless, 
now that communication with tlic power- 
station at Dalny is cut off. I'or it will 
be remembered that Dalny is now in the 
hands of the Japanese, having been fin- 
ally evacuated by the Russians after the 
Battle of Nan-shan. 

The naval reconnaissance just alluded 
to is attended with some little damage 
to one of the gunboats, which is struck 
by a shell, one petty officer being killed, 
and three bluejackets wounded. The 
operation is insignificant except as show- 
ing the unremitting activity of Admiral 
Togo during this period. In point of 
fact, it merely forms an incident in the 
general blockade which the Japanese 
Navy has now established round the coast 
of the Liao-tung Peninsula, south of a 
line between Pi-tsu-wo to the east, and 
Pu-lan-tien (Port Adams) to the west. 
The blockade, it has been officially de- 
clared, will be strictly maintained, and 
the Port Arthur garrison presently dis- 
covers that this is no idle threat. 

Nevertheless, the beleaguered fortress 


is not wholly without means of communi- 
cation with the outside world. Some 
results have been attained with wireless 
telegraphy, and carrier-pigeons arc being 
used with fair success. There are also 
instances of daring escapes, one in par- 
ticular of a Russian officer who left Port 
Arthur in a ..-Chinese junk which was 
stopped by the Japanese off Kin-chau and 
searched. The oflicer, however, being 
hidden under some fishing-nets, escaped 
detection, and subsequently made his way 
to Niu-chwang. 

Inside Port Arthur, in spite of the 
“ tall talk ” in Russia as to the capacity 
of the fortress to hold out for a year if 
necessar}-, there is much parsimony ex- 
hibited in the distribution of rations. 
.'Ml the a v;i liable supplies have been 
“ pooled,” and heavy punishment is in- 
flicted on those who secrete provisions 
or sell them. Notwithstanding this, salt 
is being sold privately by some of the 
commissariat officers at the sensational 
rate of ten shillings an ounce, and is be- 
ing carefully husbanded against the 
chance of an outbreak of scurvy. For 
there arc no fresh vegetables, and little 
milk or sugar. The chief ration is bis- 
cuit, of which 10 oz. a day per head, with 
4 oz. of canned meat, is issued. These 
details are furnished by a Daily Express 
correspondent, who has obtained them 
from a fugitive Chinese trader. The 
latter adds that the civil population are 
being subjected rigorously to martial law, 
and that the strictest discipline is main- 
tained on all sides. General Stoessel 
makes several stirring addresses every 
week to the garrison, and the men reply 
with shouts of ” No surrender! ” 

At the same time, the besieged garrison 
cannot but feel the effect of the continu- 
ous and increasing pressure put upon 
them. From time to time the Japanese 
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continue to bombard the forts and town, 
and according' to all accounts the damage 
done to the latter is very extensive, the 
important building of the Russo-Chinese 
bank, for instance, having* been totally 
destroyed. Considerable apprehension. 


The state of the Port Arthur road- 
stead, and the anxiety felt on this .account 
by the authorities, may be gauged from 
an incident reported by Admiral Togo 
as having been witnessed by the Japanese 
destroyer flotilla engaged in blockadin'^ 
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too, must be felt at the gradually de- 
creasing stock of coal, of ■which appar- 
ently an immense quantity has been ex- 
pended since the commencement of the 
siege to very little purpose. By IJjc 
middle of June it is estimated that the 
supply has dwindled to 3.000 tons of 
Japanese coal and a still smaller amount 
of Cardiff- 


Port Arthur. It was about half-p.ist 
seven in the evening of June .ph, and 
two Russian gunboats, some destroyers, 
and steam launches appcarcil to Ik* en- 
gaged in sweeping the roadstead for 
mines. Suddenly one of the gunboats Is 
Iilnw'n up and sunk, " probabh ArJmir.iI 
Togo drily obsenes, •• by onr mines." 
Tlic remainder of the vessels hastily flee 
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inside 'the harbour, and it may readily be 
imagined that a disaster of this sort does 
not add to the popularity of mine-clearing 
as an occupation calculated to relieve the 
monotony of a siege. 

In the second week of June the Chinese 


Meanwhile, the Japanese by land 
well as sea are drawing the net clos 
round Port Arthur. Early in June sui 
cient progress has been made with t 
mine-clearing operations in Talien-wan 
allow of the use of one passage throuj 
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begin to leave Port Arthur with the per- 
mission of the Russian authorities, who, 
however, are by no means generous in 
the matter of providing the refugees with 
food. Several junks, in f.act, leave the 
place without having succeeded in obtain- 
ing any provisions at all, and arc supplied 
by the Japanese cruisers which stop them 
for purposes of examination. 

23 


the shallows. The work is now bein 
carried on with the assistance of Japancf 
shell-divers from the Kushiro provinci 
who have volunteered, and are said to b 
wonderfully expert. An idea of the mag 
nitude of the task may be gathered fror 
Admiral Togo’s report that between Jun 
3rd and June 6th no fewer than forty-on 
mines were discovered and exploded. 
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At Dalny Jarg-e stores of siege material 
and supplies are being accumulated. 
This base is linked up with the army of 
investment now slowly advancing nearer 
and nearer towards the defensive works 
which form a great semi-circle to the 
north of Port Arthur, All the useful 
eminences are being prepared with 
cement platforms for the reception of 
siege artillery, and daring reconnaiss- 
ances are being carried out right up to 
the defensive works themselves. Sen- 
tries are posted at fifty yards’ interval, 
and we may take it that there is very 
little chance of getting between these 
vigilant watchers without suffering con- 
siderable damage in the process. 

On June 13th a Japanese torpedo-boat 
flotilla, accompanied by a steamship 
called the Taxhokii Marn^ is carrying out 
some mine-laying operations by night, 
when a mine explodes, and an officer and 
19 men are killed, and 2 officers and 7 
men are wounded on board the Taihoku 
Maru. As the damage to the latter is 
unimportant, it may be presumed that the 
explosion took place before the mine was 
lowered, and the loss of life is a striking 
illustration of the deadlincss of these 
Japanese mines under almost any con- 
ditions. The following day at noon, 
while a destroyer flotilla and three tor- 
pedo-boat flotillas are firing on the enemy 
ashore near Shao-ping-tao, in order to 
facilitate a reconnaissance which is being 
carried out by the troops, an incident 
takes place which shows that even now 
the Russian ships at Port Arthur ha\c 
some freedom of action. With the Iiclp 
of tugs the cruiser Pervik comes out into 
the roadstead, accompanied by ten des- 
troyers, and sharp firing is exchanged. 
The jap-anese, by gradually retiring, en- 
deavour to entice the enemy, but the 
latter arc not to be drawn, and after 


three hours’ ineffectual firing re-enter the 
harbour. 

We must now turn our attention to the 
more northern portion of the Liao-tun«r 
Peninsula, W’here some stirring events, a 
detailed description of which will be 
given in a subsequent chapter, are about 
to take place. 

While for the present Dalny forms a 
convenient new' sea-base for the opera- 
tions against Port Arthur, and while 
these operations are, for the time being, 
distinct from those being carried on else- 
where in the theatre of war, it is clear 
that the Japanese cannot afford to allow 
the difficult and dangerous work of in- 
vesting Port Arthur to be carried on 
without doing all that is possible to pro- 
tect it from interruption. There is still 
a possibility that the Russians may 
attempt a relief of Port Artliur from the 
north, and although the most favourable 
time for such a movement may ha^c 
passed, the anxiety of Alcxcleff to render 
some assistance to his beloved Port 
Arthur may yet, and, ns a matter of fact, 
is about to, produce serious results in 
this direction. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that the 
Japanese should in the early part of June 
take spcci.al precautions with regard to 
tlic Liao-tung Peninsula, in addition to 
the naval blockade which, as noted abo\e, 
is being maintained by Admiral Togo 
from Port Adams on the west round to 
Pi-tsu-wo on the cast coast. Hxaetly 
what these precautions arc it is impossible 
at the time of writing to explain in detail, 
.ant! for the purposes of this narr.itive It 
is unnecessary to do so. Ihit the inten- 
tion of the Japanese to interpise a thick 
screen between the enemy and wh.Tt 
going on in the neii;libourho<Hl of Pty! 
Arthur is clear, and tills object is salis- 
faclorily acluc\e<I p-irlly, pcrlnps, by 
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fresh disembarkations, and certainly by a 
concentration of a considerable force on 
the line between Pu-lan-tien (Port Adams) 
and Pi-tsu-wo. Simultaneously, detach- 
ments from Admiral Togo’s fleet range 
along' the north-west coast of the Pen- 
insula, paying special attention to the 
neighbourhood of Kai-ping (otherwise 
Kai-chau), a previous demonstration 
against which was described in Chapter 
XXL 

The naval operations last from June 6th 
to the 12th, and consist chief!}' of minor 
bombardments, more it would seem with 
the idea of producing' a moral effect than 
in the hope of inflicting material damage. 
For the time has not yet come for final 
pressure to be put upon the most impor- 
tant point of this part of the coast, 
namely, Niu-chwang, which is still in 
more or less fitful Russian occupation. 
The Avord “ fitful ” is used advisedly, for 
it is reported that once more the appear- 
anee of the Japanese in the neighbour- 
hood of Kai-ping causes a sudden Rus- 
sian evacuation of Ying-kow, the port of 
Niu-chwang, although it cannot have 
been many hours before the Russians are 
again in evidence in this important 
quarter. 

Meanwhile, on land the Japanese throw 
out advanced parties from Port Adams, 
clearly with the intention of obtaining 
the earliest possible intimation of any 
distinct Russian movement southwards. 
Their prudence and vigilance receive early 
justification, for it soon becomes evident 
that there is in contemplation a Russian 
attempt to exert considerable pressure on 
the new barrier which the Japanese have 
thrown across the Peninsula. 

At first, however, only desultory fight- 
ing takes place to the north of. Port 
Adams. The Russians are preparing the 
way for their advance by reconnaissances, 


and the Japanese, by continuing to throw 
out mobile detachments in front of their 
main line of resistance, baffle inquiry as 
to the strength of the latter, in addition 
to keeping continuously in contact with 
the enemy. On May 30th a fairly brisk 
affair occurs, of which the Russian and 
Japanese accounts are very conflicting, 
but which may, perhaps, be fairly out- 
lined as follows : 

For some time before the Battle of 
Nan-shan the Russian eavalry had been 
pushing' down the Liao-tung Peninsula in 
the hope of harassing' General Oku’s 
Army, and in the course of a recent 
reconnaissance some horsemen of the 
Frontier Guard, led by Colonel Koschouba 
and Count Armfeldt, had captured a Jap- 
anese forage convoy. With a view to 
avenging this loss, and checking further 
audacity on the part of the Russian 
cavalry, a body of Japanese horse, sup- 
ported, it would seem_, by three battalions 
of infantry, moved out under command 
of General Akkiama from Port Adams, 
towards the station of Wa-fang-kau. 
Here were stationed two sotnias of the 
Russian Frontier Guard, which the Jap- 
anese cavalry proceeded to attack. A 
sharp fight ensued, the Russians in the 
meantime sending word to a detachment 
consisting of Primorsky Dragoons, Cos- 
sacks, Chasseurs, and a battery of 
artillery, which was known to be on its 
way from Vandiazlin under command of 
General Samsonoff. According to the 
Russian official despatch this detachment 
received the message about noon, when it 
was three miles from Wa-fang'-kau. 
General Samsonoff immediately ordered 
an advance at the trot, two squadrons of 
the dragoons being sent to support the 
Frontier Guards, and one sotnia and a 
detachment of chasseurs being told off 
to protect and reconnoitre the Russian 
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right flank in the valley of the Fu-chau 
River. About t o’clock two squadrons 
of Siberian Cossacks, having crossed the 
railway, attacked the leading squadron 
of the Japanese cavalry and inflicted con- 
siderable loss on it. It is difiicult from 
the various accounts of what followed to 
obtain at all a clear idea of this action. 


very highly coloured. Speaking of the 
Cossack charge, one Russian correspon- 
dent, after remarking that the lance was 
here used for the first time, says " they 
speared the troopers through and through 
and then wounded the horses. Like a 
raging torrent the Cossacks destroyed 
everything in their passage, and only 
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since both Russians nnd Japanese claim 
to have driven their adversaries back. 
But there seems no question that the 
Russian cavalry charfjed with groat im- 
petuosity, and that the lances used by 
the Cossacks were very fairly efTcclivc. 
The Japanese admit that they had 56 
killed, including- one oRicer, and yj 
wounded, jncludinp; 4 odlccrs, hut the 
Russians claim to have annihilated one 
entire Japanese squadron, and to have 
severely hantllcd another. Tlicy them- 
selves return their own casualties at 17 
killed and 3,^ wounded. 

Some of the accounts of this aff.air arc 


stopped before the dtscharg-c of sir 
machine ^uns which vomited on them a 
torrent of bullets, which, Iinwc\cr, did 
not cause them any pcrceplililc loss. 
Our battery, commanded by Capt.ain 
Ivanoff, had already been phccel In posi. 
lion, and after some trial shots kept up 
a fire of .surprisinj; accuracy. The shells 
burst in the midst of the crnwdeil enemy, 
who were posted on a hill in .serrieif 
ranks. The performanec <J?d not la«l 
Ion/». Tile J.ipnnese were scattered. At 
that moment a storm hurst oxer the 
scene. The r.ntlle of the mnehine 
and the ro.ar of the artillery minnlctl nidi 
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the thunder-claps. Flashes of lightning 
answered the flash of guns. In the 
attacks of the Japanese cavalry I was 
astonished at the courage exhibited. By 
no means disconcerted by the sustained 
fire directed against them, they threw 
themselves on us with the war cry 
‘ Banzai ! ’ without the least hesitation. 
But they met with a similar resistance 
on the part of our Cossacks, our dra- 
goons, and our Frontier Guards, who 
finally made them beat a retreat. In 
endeavouring to save themselves certain 
Japanese officers took off their boots in 
order to be better able to run. The Cos- 
sacks have collected' some of these shoes 
as trophies.” 

It is rather a curious commentary on 
the above account that, according to 
General Kuropatkin’s own statement, the 


Japanese should have halted at a distance 
of less than three miles from the station 
of Wa-fang-kau, where they took up a 
position and proceeded to fortify it. Per- 
haps the fairest inference from the sev- 
eral contradictory descriptions of the 
fighting is that the Russian cavalry did 
obtain some superiority in the action, but 
that the arrival on the scene of the Jap- 
anese infantry changed the complexion 
of affairs, and that the Russian force 
eventually withdrew. If the success of the 
Russians had been so complete and shat- 
tering as Russian accounts would indicate, 
there would have been serious confusion 
on the one side and hotly pressed pursuit 
on the other, nor would the Japanese 
have either desired, or been in a position, 
to remain, practically speaking, on the 
ground on which the affair took place. 
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THE DEFENCE OF NIU-CHWANG BY THE RUSSIANS. 


Troops carrying through the streets of the town the electric cables which were laid down to 
connect the mines in the Liao River with the Observation Station. 
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For ten or twelve days after the action 
at the Japanese in the 

northern part of Liao-tung^ continue to 
strengthen their forces round Port 
^dams, General Oku coming up from 
the south to direct the new concentration 
at this point, which is said to have a 
front, looking northwards, of about ten 
miles. Fighting' between advanced par- 
ties continues to take place, but until 
Tune 13th, when, as will be seen later, 
the situation in this quarter suddenly be- 
comes dramatic, there is no development 
of particular interest. 

It is necessary at this point to make 
another rapid survey of the position of 
both combatants, for it is evident that 
big happenings are imminent. To Rus- 
sian preparations and movements a 
separate chapter will presently be de- 
voted, but the present seems a convenient 
point at which to cast a glance at the 
gradual but sure changes which arc tak- 
ing place in the Japanese operations. 

The fortnight which succeeds the 
Battle of Nan-shan may seem to have 
made little alteration in the general 
scheme of Japanese advance, but in 
reality the progress made has been very 
considerable. General Kuroki’s army 
still faces that of Kuropatkin, but, thank.s 
to the reinforcements landed at Taku- 


Thc exact nature of the force landed in 
Korea Bay at 1 ‘akushan is not yet abso- 
lutely certain. According to some ac- 
counts it simply consists of reinforce- 
ments directly pertaining to General 
Kuroki’s army; according to others we 
have here the Third Army of Japan in 
three dii'isions, commanded by General 
Nozu. The latter is the view taken in 
the map published on page 553 uhich 
shows the disposition of both combatants 
at the end of May. In a campaign in 
which such extreme reticence is obscrvc<i 
something must occasionally be ventured, 
and there is much to support the theory 
in question, although as late as June 54th 
the Russian Staff evidently regard the 
armies of Generals Kuroki and Oku as 
the only large Japanese forces in the 
field. 

Be this ns it may — and the point is 
not at present one of first-class import- 
ance — the matter requiring immediate at- 
tention is the fact that the Japanese 
forces, whatever they arc, which nrc 
fronting the main Russian po-sition 
centred on Liao-yang, arc not ns jet in 
touch with General Oku's Army in the 
Liao-tung Peninsula. The Russians may 
he said to be in sufficient strength dur- 
ing the first h.'^lf of June to cIo‘>c the 
greater part of the interval between Sui- 


shan, it has been able both to extend its yen and Port Atlams to the Jnpnncvc, 


front and to present to the oncm; b.arricr with the rc.sult iJmt General Kuroki rc- 
Ihrough which parties of Cossacks may mains a little longer in a condiiion of 
continue to penetrate, but which Kuropat- masterly inactivity. The process f»y 
kin has no present chance of breaking which the Ru>isian wedge between llic 
down by any large forward movement, two Japanese forces may be remosed. 
In pariiculni- Slu-ycn, which lies some and the Japanese advance co-ordinaferf, 
thirty-two miles to the north-west of is likely to prove a \ery bcanllful pie. e 
Takushan, has been definitely occupied bv of strategy, the dil.'iils of whieh bek>ng 
thejap.ancsc, and sharp fighting has l.nkcn to a kuer sta^e, but tlw po^sil.il;ty of 
pl.icc at Saimatsc, about thiriy-n\c nule.s which is best forcsb.ndowcd .at fbn 
north of Feng-hwang-cheng, resulting in This chapter may be Miil..bly clo^rtl 
a tcmpor.ary Russian retirement. with a reference In .a M|:ninr.ant devef-p- 
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ment which is about to take place in the 
higher control of the Japanese military 
operations. It has now been determined 
that Marshal Count Oyama, who has 
been acting hitherto as Chief of the 
General Stalf at Tokio, with General 
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chief of the General Staff by Major- 
General Nagaoka. Simultaneously a 
number Of important promotions both 
naval and military are announced. Ad- 
miral Togo and Admiral Yamamoto, the 
Japanese Minister of Marine, have been 



Baron Kodama as Vice-Chief, shall pro- 
ceed to the front as Commander-in-Chief 
of the Japanese Forces in Manchuria, 
with General Kodama as his Chief of the 
Staff. Marshal Oyama’s place at Tokio 
is taken by the veteran Marshal Marquis 
Yamagata, with, it is said, the title of 
Generalissimo of the Army of Japan. 
General Kodama is succeeded as Vice- 


promoted to the rank of Kaigun Taisho, 
the highest rank in the Navy, and Rear- 
Admirals Saito (Vice-Minister of Marine), 
Uriu, and Dewa are promoted to the rank 
of Vice-Admiral. Several Lieutenant- 
Generals commanding Divisions, together 
with Lieutenant-General Kodama, are 
promoted to full General, all in recogni- 
tion of meritorious service. 
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The promotions are self-explanatory, plan of operations, and then, as the result 
but may be adduced as evidence that the of some rather painful surprises, des- 
Japanese themselves concur in the view patching: to the front in a hurry the best 
we have taken that the first phase of the military talent available. 

War was concluded some three weeks But it must be remembered that Japan 
ago. The appointment of Marshal in this connection enjoys a great advan- 
Oyama and General Kodama to executive tage in the striking personality of the 
commands has greater significance, since Emperor — an advantage which, without 
it clearly means that a combined move- impropriety, it may be said we ourselves 
ment is about to take place, requiring should enjoy, if this country were un- 
the presence in the field of an officer of happily embroiled in another great war 
the highest rank, together with that of during the reign of our present King, 
the man who, as noted on page ia8, is Where from the outset the last word as 
looked upon as the “ Kitchener of to great naval and military operations 
Japan." There is something curiously can be made to rest with a Sovereign of 
impressive in this forceful system of em- exceptional sagacity and experience, a 
ploying men like Oyama and Kodama in solidarity is imparted to strategical plans 
the home control of the various armies and their accomplishment, the effect of 
in the field during the earlier stages of which can hardly be exaggerated. With 
a campaign, and then, at the psychologi- the Emperor still the real head of both 
cal moment, sending them out to tr.an.s- the Navy and the Army, the transfer of 
late into tactical action the result of their the great office of tlic General Staff at 
carefully worked-out strategy. It may Tokio from the control of one Marshal to 
be suggested that here we see a marked that of another is quite unlikely to affect 
advance upon the plan not unknown in the course of the subsequent operations, 
this country, not to speak of Russia, of Certainly It will not, we may be sure, 
commencing a war in a hurry, with a affect the precision and regularity with 
very imperfect idea of the requirements which every future move wifi at least be 
to be met, w’ithout any proper strategical attempted if not accomplished. 
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A RUSSIAN COMMANDER AT NIU-CIIWANG. 


CHAPTER XXX. 

THE RUSSIAN POSITION —KUROPATKIN AT LIAO-YANG — HIS DIFFICULTIES — FRICTION WITH 
ALEXEIEFF — PROPOSED RELIEF OF PORT ARTHUR— INTERVIEW AT MUKDEN — 
A MOMENTOUS DECISION — KUROPATKIN OVERRULED— COSSACK RAIDS. 


S OME interesting' particulars are avail- 
able concerning the condition of 
affairs at Russian military headquarters 
during the first few days In June. As yet 
the actual military situation has not been 
seriously modified by the Battle of Nan- 
shan, although there is reason to believe 
that the receipt of detailed intelligence 
concerning that great operation has pro- 
duced a very general feeling of uncertainty 
as to the capacity of Port Arthur to make 
any prolonged resistance against such 
soldiers as the Japanese have now fully 
proved themselves to be. But for the 
moment all is much as it was before 
General Oku embarked on the six days’ 
fighting which culminated in the storming 
of Nan-shan, and resulted in the evacu- 
ation of Dalny and the investment of Port 
Arthur. The Russians still hold a line 


fronting their main position at Liao-yang, 
a line which may be said now to have its 
right resting on Niu-chwang and its left 
on Saimatse, thirty-five miles north of 
Feng-hwang-cheng. In advance of this 
line there are detachments, as we have 
seen in the last chapter, pushed down 
into the northern portion of the Liao- 
tung Peninsula. General Kuropatkin is 
still at Liao-yang, General Linievitch at 
Vladivostok, and there are Cossacks scat- 
tered in a variety of places, their main 
operations being carried out in North- 
Eastern Korea, 

The first reinforcements which General 
Kuropatkin will receive from Russia will 
consist of the mobilised reservists of the 
loth and 17th Army Corps, but early in 
June the order is given for the mobilisa- 
tion of the 1st or St. Petersburg Army 
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Corps, which it is intended to send to the 
front as a more or less complete unit 
under the command of Baron Meyendorf. 
The latter is a veteran soldier of great 
distinction who has reached the age for 
retirement, but has begged to be allow'ed 
to go to the front in order to earn on the 
battlefield the St. George’s Cross, “the 
only decoration he does not 
as yet possess.” Unfor- 
tunately, as has been hinted 
before, the Russian plans of 
mobilisation are not work- 
ing very smoothly, and in 
the manufacturing districts 
exemptions are being freely 
allowed owing to fear of 
Socialist propaganda. It 
must also be borne in mind 
that between an Army 
Corps in Russia and one 
ready to take the field under 
General Kuropatkin there is 
a gap of some forty days’ 
travelling. Accordingly the troops at the 
front still consist mainly of Siberian Rifles 
and Infantry with perhaps a score of bat- 
talions of the loth and 17th Army Corps. 

The weary waiting until a sufficient 
number of troops shall be at his disposal 
to enable him to take the ofTcnsivc must 
be profoundly vexatious to a man like 
Kuropatkin, who, for all his dash and 
personal gallantry, is said to be a pro- 
found believer in the virtue of numbers. 
His present position forcibly recalls the 
remarks he m.nde M-hcn ho first accepted 
the mandate to take up the military com- 
mand in Manchuria. “ Wc must be 
patient,” he said, and to an intimate 
friend he added : “ The first month 
they will say that I am inactive; the 
second month that 1 am incapable; and 
the third month that I am a traitor, for 
wc shall be rcpuKcd and beaten wUhout 


serious consequences for what will follow, 
or, indeed, for the result of the opera- 
tions. I shall let people talk, and stick 
to my resolve only to advance in julv, 
when I shall dispose of the overwhelming 
masses that I require.” 

Some very graphic accounts are given 
by various correspondents of the Russian 
military headquarters at 
Liao-yang. The latter is 
described by Mr. Dougins 
Story, the representative of 
the Daily Express^ as “a 
square - built, drab - tinted 
Cliincsc city that has 
.sprawled incontinently over 
its mud walls into suburbs 
and subsidiary hamlets.” 
To its south and west is the 
railway station where Gen- 
eral Kuropatkin lives in a 
railway cal', the oniccr.s of 
his Staff being scattered 
about in wagons, huts, 
and the cottages of the railroad admin- 
istration. ” As in all modern war- 
fare, there Is an utter absence of the 
pomp and panoply of battle Ouns there 
arc none. The only fi.ag is an cnlargetl 
handkerchief marking Iie.ndqunrtcrs The 
number of sentries would not satisfy a 
provincial German major. The .scienlifir 
factor alone is prominent. The officers 
arc directors of engineers or commissariat 
or transport. The men arc electricians, 
and telegraphists, and rnilw.iy adminis- 
trators. The air is ruled with tflephonc 
wires, as a usurer's r.ash-lKmk with 
money columns. The offietTs In untforny 
arc but exalted messenger hoys rarrjing 
despatches from the fir.iin In the railu.'i)’ 
car to till* men in shirt-slei vrs at the 
telegraph offiee. Twentfelh rrnftiry w.ar 
is rerhiced at headquarters to the niq*^.'r- 
ance of a stoekhroker's office.” 



ON TUB B&TTtXFISLD 



at;/v’ oi V/ yjCLy's djffjcul 7 'ijss. 


Cioncrnl Kuropatkin has not sot tied 
down even to this condition of sedentary 
activity without havinj^ made a very coin- 
|)lete inspeetioii of the hnees at his dis- 
posal. ’riKMc is no piiitil in the line, held 
by the troops under his immediate, com- 
mand whieh he ha.s not a<'tually visited; 
no eirtannsiancc of the .filiation with 
wliich he has !U>1 striven to l)ec«Mne per- 
sonally familiar. ICven now he nvakes a 
point of weleominiT xhe tr<M>ps as they 
come in, anti tloes his l>est to bister in 
every way that curious idea of family 
kinship which forms such a remarkable 
[)ond of union between all ranks of the 
Russian .Army. 

But stroll”', self-reliant, capable man 
as he is, Kuropatkin cannot but at times 
find the burden of his position very 
oppressive. Me has before him ;in enemy 
whom he is too irood a soldier not to 
view with increasing' respect, and the 
.story g'oes that he is beginning: to awaken 
to at least one trait in hi.s adversary As 
character of which he was not previously 
aware. His former conception of the 
Japanese as soldiers is said to Iiavc made 
full allowance for their bravery, but to 
have included an altogether wrong esti- 
mate of their strategical capacity. He 
believed that the Japanese would sacrifice 
much real efficiency to theatrical effect, 
and has been somewhat disagreeably sur- 
prised to find that not only have they a 
full measure of da.sh and daring, that not 
only can they “ stand punishment ” to 
an almost incredible extent, but that their 
strategy and leadership are alike of the 
highest order. He recognises now that 
no sort of liberty can be taken with men 
who, whatever the operation may happen 
to be in which they are engaged, appear 
to be controlled by brains fully equal to 
those to be ordinarily found in any Euro- 
pean War Office. Such discoveries are 
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emphasised by the continued presence of 
an .army in front which cannot be safely 
attacked, by the jirobability that this 
army, suiiporled In' others, may advance 
before appreciable Russian reinforce- 
ments can be accumulated, and by the 
unpleas.'int consciousness that nothing 
has .as yet occurred to render a Russian 
army cert.ain of being able to beat a 
Japanese force of even equal numerical 
strength. 

.Among special additional causes for 
discjuietude Kuropatkin cannot but 
reckon his increasing commissariat diffi- 
culties .and the doubtful quality of many 
of the guns at his disposal. It is true 
that, for the lime being, Port .Arthur is 
in a sense off his hands as regards sup- 
plies, .and Mukden is able to look after 
itself to some extent, as it is drawing a 
certain amount of provisions up from the 
sea through Xiu-chwang. But outlying 
detachments can only -with extreme diffi- 
culty be kept furnished with food, not 
only because there is no great superfluity 
of the latter, but because there is so 
little transport available, and the roads 
arc almost everywhere in a terrible stale. 
The Chunchuscs arc continuing their 
daring attacks upon the railway, and 
several untoward breaks in the communi- 
cations increase the difficulties of a Com- 
mander-in-Chief to whom every day lost 
in this way means from one to two thou- 
sand fewer troops at hand, with added 
commissariat troubles. 

As regards artillery, there can now be 
little question as to the Russian inferior- 
ity in all save the fortress guns mounted 
at Port Arthur. It is definitely stated 
that of some three hundred field guns at 
General Kuropatkin’s disposal, Jess than 
half are of later date than 1898. This 
is the more serious, of course, in view of 
the proved efficiency of the Arisaka quick- 
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firing; field gun, and the full supply there bin, but that a further considerable num- 
seems to be of this powerful and accurate her of heavy guns are to be removed tor 
weapon in the Japanese armies. the same purpose from Kronstadt and 

General Kuropatk-in's outward show of other first-class fortresses, 
confidence and sangfroid in the face of But a more serious trouble, perlmps 
these embarrassments is quite remark- than any which has arisen in connection 
able. Now, too, that he has settled with supplies, or men, or war materia], 
down in earnest to his task, he inspires has been that which has its source in' 
perhaps more zeal in the real workers divided counsels. The friction between 


around him than if he imitated the rather 
reckless personal habits of his old chief, 
Skobeleff, A portrait of him furnished 
by Reuter’s correspondent at Liao-yangf 
describes him as working practically all 
day, except for half-an-hour's siesta after 
luncheon, and occasionally relaxation in 
the form of good literature. Despatches 
from leaders in the field are brought to 
him at all hours of the day or night, but 
his rule is to rise at seven and retire at 
midnight, after drawing up his daily mes- 
sage to the Tsar, in which the situation 
is summarised. It is added that the Rus- 
sian Commander-in-Chlef sets a general 
example of abstemiousness to his officers, 
eating of simple dishes and partaking 
sparingly of wine. 

A striking indication of General Kuro- 
patkin’s increasing apprehension lest he 
may not be able, at Liao-yang or Mukden, 
to stem the tide of the Jap.inesc advance, 
is afforded by the preparations which 
begin to be in evidence about this time 
for fortifying Harbin against the contin- 
gency of the siege. A Moscow corres- 
pondent of the Titties rites, under dale 
May 28th, that he has learned from an 
unusually well-informed Russmn source 
tb.nt this fortification is to be carried out 
without loss of time and irrespective of 
expense. Some time previously it h.icl 
been mentioned Ih.at a number of hc.a\y 
siege guns were being despatched to the 
Far East by rail, and it now tr.anspires 
not only that these arc intcndctl for Ihar- 


Admiral Alexeieff and General Kuropnt- 
kin has of late been growing extremely 
severe, and the operations of General 
Oku’s Army in the neighbourhood of 
Port Arthur have brought about a crisis 
in the relations between the Tsar’s two 
leading representatiies in the Far East, 
which cannot but be attended by grave 
consequences. 

Some revelations recently made con- 
cerning the manner in which Admiral 
Alexeieff became Viceroy of the Far East 
go far to explain ^\hy General Kuro- 
patkin can hardly be expected to regard 
his superior now at Mukden with any 
special friendliness. They also illustrate 
with painful clearness that weakness 
and susceptibility to casual in/luenccs 
which have rendered the Tsar so hope- 
lessly incapable of controlling the work 
of his representatives in the Far East 
with the nccess.ary mixture of firmness 
and confidence. 

It is now pretty generally undcrstno<I 
that Russia w.ns in\-olvcd in u.ir l.irgdy 
through the evil counsels of M. Ilezobra- 
zoff, formerly a Secretary of State, l)jil 
now in retirement in Suitzcrl.tnd. .M. 
nwobrazoff Isail previously held .an ap- 
pointment in the bar hast, anil, on return- 
ing to St. Petersburg, was inllucntially 
recommended to the ’/s-ir, in nho'C f.iv- 
our he rose rapidly. Wlirn in the .sum- 
mer of iqo.t Gcnrr.nl Kurop.ntlin 
despatchcil to the F.nr E-nsf, thr Ta ir, 
“who i< nt limes sri/ctl with distrust in 
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his Ministers,” sent M. Bezobrazoff after 
Kuropatkin “ with a view to exercise 
some kind of unofficial control over the 
General’s movements, and over the report 
he was expected to deliver.” It will be 
remembered that General Kuropatkin’s 
journey culminated in a g^reat council held 
at Port Arthur, and attended by a num- 
ber of hig-h officials. At this it was 
decided to recommend the institution of 
a separate Viceroyalty of the Far East, 
and it is conceivable that General Kuro- 
patkin may well have imagined that his 
own claims to be given the new appoint- 
ment would be favourably considered. 
But there tvere other forces at work. 
Immediately after the council was closed 
M. Bezobrazoff returned to St. Peters- 
burg, sought an audience with the Tsar, 
and submitted his unofficial report. As 
a result of his interview the Tsar nomin- 
ated Admiral Alexeieff for the Vice- 
royalty, and Kuropatkin on his return, 
to his and almost everyone else’s aston- 
ishment, learnt that the recommendations 
he was about to make officially had been 
anticipated, and that Alexeieff had al- 
ready secured the coveted post. 

The memory of this intrigue has natur- 
ally rankled, and it was not to be ex- 
pected that Kuropatkin would do more 
than outwardly patcli up his difference 
with the man ^\ho had so clearly gone 
behind his own back in a great affair of 
State as well as one of personal interest. 
We have seen how General GiJinski, a 
man of notable tact, has been spcci.ally 
appointed to Kurop.atkin’s St.aff, in the 
hope that he would prove a u.scful inter- 
mediary between the latter and (he ^’fec- 
roy. But from the first there must lm\c 
been serious disagreement, Intensified by 
Alcxcicff’s repeated interference in mat- 
ters whicli should surely liavc been left 
to tlic Commnndcr-in-Chief’.s sole dis- 


cretion. Attention has already been 
drawn in Chapter XXIV. to the existence 
of these troubles, and the probability that 
to them the reverse at Kiu-lien-cheng 
tvas partly due. It is now’ suggested 
that when Xiu-chwang was evacuated 
one day by order of Kuropatkin, it was 
re-occupied the next by command of 
Alexeieff, and it may be readily under- 
stood that such a state of affairs has 
become almost intolerable to a high- 
spirited man like the Russian Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

Towards the end of May and at tJic 
beginning of June Alexeieff’s friends at 
Court, for whom he has doubtless to 
thank the former zeal and industry of 
M. Bezobrazoff, bring all the influence 
they can possibly collect to bear upon 
the Tsar in order to procure an attempted 
relief of Port Arthur. We liavc already 
seen that the Tsar has referred the mat- 
ter to Gcncr.al Kuropatkin, and has been 
assured by the latter that in the present 
condition of affairs the thing is im- 
possible. But the determined manner in 
which General Oku has set to work in 
the Liao-tung Peninsula, and, above all, 
the failure of the Russians to hold even 
such a strong position as that at Nan- 
shan ng.ainst a Japanese attack, iuivc re- 
opened the question, and a contro\crsy 
of extraordinary warmth and some ncri- 
monv ensues; one, moreover, which Is 
destined to have very tragic results. 

The Battle of Xan-shan was fought on 
M.ay 26th, and we m.ny reasonably tabc 
It that the severity of the blow was in- 
creased for General Kuron.-itkin l*y the 
knowJcslgc th.it here was an argument 
which 1«> opponents nilgbl well turn f<» 
their .advantage. iJoubllrss Jir Ii.td ^.^i«b 
••What neeil to talk of nlirsing Port 
Arthur ^ct? Why not wait imtil »be 
J.ap.wse h.i'c blunted thn'r 
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A NOTABLE INTERVIEW. 


and lost thousands of their soldiers, in 
a futile attempt to storm the advanced 
defences of Port Arthur, defences which 
nature and art have combined to render 
imprcgfnablc? ” What a peculiarly bitter 
reflection for the Commander-in-Chief it 
must have been that now, in addition to 
being- saddled with much of the responsi- 
bility of this past misfortune, he would 
have renewed pressure put upon him to 
retrieve the Russian losses by an opera- 
tion probably still more ineffectual and 
costly than the stand made at Kin-chau 
and Xan-shan. 

On May ayth, whether by Alexeieff’s 
desire or on his initiative it matters not, 
Kuropatkin arrives about 5 o’clock in the 
evening af Mukden b)’’ special train. 
There is the usual official reception, but 
the Commander-in-Chief does not linger 
over this ceremony, and forthwith visits 
the Viceroy at the latter’s quarters. 
Here there is considerably more show 
and comfort than in connection with Gen- 
eral Kuropatkin ’s own unostentatious and 
very mobile establishment at Liao-yang. 
Indeed, several of the correspondents 
have remarked upon the singular differ- 
ence of the surroundings in the two cases, 
from which we may infer that Admiral 
Alexeieff is careful to maintain, if only 
for the purpose of Impressing the Chin- 
ese, a measure of Viceregal pomp. Rus- 
sian officials, too, when they aim at being 
ostentatiously comfortable, and desire to 
create a favourable idea of their great- 
ness and distinction, can generally suc- 
ceed in producing a mixture of Eastern 
and Western magnificence which is 
highl}'^ effective from the spectacular 
standpoint. 

A great deal of personal as well as of 
historical and political interest is centred 
in this interview. Both men concerned 
are men who have made history, but 
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there is a wide difference in the methods 
they have adopted. Both arc men of 
action, but the action in the one case has 
been as distinct from that in the other 
as the work of a miner who toils with 
pick and shovel is distinct from that of 
the user of dynamite. Of the two, 
Kuropatkin ’s seems, from the English 
standpoint, the simpler, more direct, 
more straightforward character, a sug- 
gestion, perhaps, to be qualified by the 
reflection that as yet he has not been 
severely tried in any very tremendous 
ordeal. Alexeieff has undoubtedly risen 
to his present eminence as the result of 
intrigues, some of which may have been 
rather unscrupulous; for his rise to the 
Viccroyalty was entirely unexpected, so 
little had he apparently done to deserve 
such an exceptional elevation. On the 
other hand, it must be remembered that 
intrigue, more especially intrigue for per- 
sonal advancement, is part and parcel ol 
Russian official life, and there are prob- 
ably few details of Alexeieff’s career, in- 
cluding the sops which he is said to have 
thrown to the Russian Court in the shape 
of promised concessions and other profit- 
able contingencies in Korea, which are 
not viewed with cynical tolerance in Rus- 
sian society. There must, moreover, be 
something more than mere dexterity and 
obstinacy about a man who has con- 
trived to retain his position in spite of the 
terrible reverses which his policy has 
already produced; in spite even of the 
appointment as Commander-in-Chief, 
with the privilege of independent com- 
munication with the Tsar, of a man who 
knows “ by what by-paths and indirect 
crook’d ways,” he himself became the 
Emperor’s greater representative. What- 
ever faults Alexeieff may have, he is no 
weakling, and in the East, perhaps more 
particularly the Far East, it is often 
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better to be strong and wrong than it is era! hours, and at which General Sak 
to be right and flabby. haroff. Admiral Avellan, and M. ‘do 

To turn to the interview, which seems Plehve, the Ministers of 3 t'ar, of Marine 
to have been a stormy one, and which and of the Interior, were present, 
lasts until lo o’clock, when Kuropatkin Here, again, must have been an extra- 
takes his departure and returns forth- ordinarily interesting discussion, one 


With to I.,iao-yang. Our authority for 
what occurred as a result of this violent 
discussion ” is that of the St. Petersburg^ 
correspondent of the Echo de Paris^ whose 
information is evidently of the best. He 
says that each of the two commanders 
sent a detailed report to the Tsar, Ad- 
miral AlexeiefF insisting’ upon the neces- 
sity of saving Port Arthur in order to 
keep a base for the Fleet, and in order to 
avoid the evil effect which the capture 
of the fortress would have on Russian 
prestige. He pointed out that, to judge 
by the manner in ivhich the Japanese had 
stormed the Nan-shan position, it was 
not certain that they would not sacrifice 
an enormous number of men in order to 
take Port Arthur. The Russian Army 
must, therefore, advance to its rescue. 

General Kuropatkin’s argument was 
that it would be folly for him to leave 
his strong position at Liao-yang in order 
to make any forward movement. With 
General Kurokl fronting him, and other 
Japanese forces at Takushan, it wouJd be 
most imprudent to attempt a flank march 
from Liao-yang in the direction of Port 
Arthur. He preferred to keep to Ins 
original plan, and to remain at Liao-y.ang 
until he had 400,000 men (stcj, leaving 
Port Arlbuf to defend itself. He con- 
sidered, moreover, that the capture of 
Port Arthur would have no tactic.i/ im- 
portance. 

Admiral Alexelcff and General Kiiro- 
patkin a.-^ked the T.‘..^r to decide between 
them. The latter, on receipt of the two 
reports, assembled .*il Tsarskoo Selo a 
grand Council of War, whidi lasted sev- 


which it would. seem that the Tsar pl.ayed 
a somewhat different part from that 
which would probably hai'e been taken by 
most of his Romanoff predecessors. In- 
deed, one can hardly imagine some oi 
the greater Autocrats of All the Russias 
condescending to consult anyone on such 
a point. That AHchoIas If. derived much 
comfort from the consultation is doubt- 
ful, since lie cannot but have perceived 
the force of General Kuropatkin’s con- 
tention, and have felt the unwisdom of, 
so to speak, throwing good money after 
b.ad in .an almost hopeless speculation. 
For the naval argument triumphs. Port 
Arthur, Admiral Avellan contended, mu.st 
be kept as a base, n base " all the more 
necessary as the Baltic Fleet would not 
know where lo go if Port Arthur were 
to fall.” The damaged prestige c.ard is 
also pl.iycd for all it is worth, and the 
spccia/ly bad effect wdiich the loss of I’orl 
Arthur would ha\e on an agitated China, 

IS carefully foreshadowed. Accordingly, 
the .advice of the Council of W.ir is that 
Gcncr.al Kuropatkin shall be instructed 
to attempt the relief of Port Arthur, 
but warned lo proceed with extreme 
caution. 

Alac, poor Kuropatkin 1 Sekloni ha' 
a Ic.adcr in the field been more unh.appily 
placed than he is by this unfortun.atc 
decision. Obedience is Irnporalive, and 
olicdicnce c.an hardly mean an) thing hut 
failure, except by miraelo. fhrn sur- 
cess would bring him liillc credit, hir it 
would be said that he only undrrtfX'k the 
operotKin itnticr compiiM^tn. Rut 'U'** 
cos is the l.isl thing bhrl) h..p{>en in 




for his 







370 


JI/STORY OF THE RVSSQ. JAPANESE WAR. 


the circumstances. The only hope left 
is that the consequences of failure may 
be minimised. There is probably no 
more loyal servant of the Tsar than the 
gallant Kuropatkin, but even he may find 
his loyalty severely tested at the trying- 
moment when he receives the Imperial 
mandate. Surely he must envy Kuroki 
and Oku their tenure of commands in an 
Army which is not sacrificed to senseless 
indulgence of naval amour propre. For 
Kuropatkin knows well that the chances 
of any favourable turn in the tide for 
Russia can no longer depend — at any rate, 
for many months to come — on any naval 
consideration. He is well aware of the 
real condition of the Port Arthur fleet, 
and is under no delusions as to the 
capacity of the Baltic squadron to inter- 
vene effectually In the affairs of the Far 
East. Yet to satisfy naval exigencies he 
must risk thousands of the troops which 
he has been accumulating with such 
patience in a hopeless attempt to save 
a fortress, the fall of which would in 
reality simplify his own plan of opera- 
tions considerably. How dififerent this 
from the beautiful harmony which so 
clearly exists in the combined naval and 
military operations of the enemy ! Kuro- 
patkin, we may be sure, is not so wedded 
to the belligerent methods of Holy Russia 
as not to be .able to recognise that Jap.an 
will indeed prove difficult to overcome, if 
her present advantages are thus materi- 
ally increased by Russia’s failure to use 
what strength she has to a right purpose. 

While Kuropatkin regretfully prepares 
to carry out the Imperial behest by de- 
taching a force for the relief of the be- 
leaguered fortre.ss in the south, ^\c may 
cast a further glance at the Russian 
position in n quarter somewhat remote 
from those two centres of dissension, 
Mukden and Liao-yang. 


Careful attention has been given in 
preceding chapters to the progress of 
affairs in Korea, and in Chapter XXII. 
allusion was made to an attack made on 
May 19th by a Cossack detachment on 
Ham-yeng, a rudely fortified town to the 
north of Gen-san. Later reports indicate 
that the Russians subsequently burned 
500 houses in the suburbs of Ham-yeng, 
and partially destroyed the longest bridge 
in Korea, which spans the Song-chun 
river. The force, which is estimated at 
about 1,000 men with 12 guns, retires, 
but reappears later, causing the headlong 
flight of the Korean garrison. By the 
end of May Ham-yeng was in Russian 
occupation, some 300 troops being en- 
gaged in fortifying the hill immediately 
south of the town. 

There arc about 2,000 Japanese sol- 
diers at this time In Gen-san, .and on 
June 3rd a detachment of .about thirty 
of these under a Japanese Houtcnanl fall 
in, a few miles north of Gen-san, with .a 
Cossack detachment of fivc-nnd-lucnty 
men, and, ha\ing drawn the enemy into 
an ambush, kills three .and wounds 
severely two of the party. Tha engage- 
ment, trivial as it is, has some interest 
as being the first collision by l.and on this 
coast, and also as indicating the extended 
scope of the Coss.^cfc mids in this qu.arlcr. 

It may be .added that as the Russians arc 
burning the Korean villages in tficir re- 
treat, the natives suddenly fell on them 
with old flintlock muskets and various 
oilier wc.apons, killing two ant! wounding 
several. 

The rosing Cossack bodies m.ikc no 
present .Utempt to attack Gen-san, but 
branch off westward, anti we hear of 
Ihcm or kindred botlics h-nrassing the 
JapanC'C line of commun1c.vtion belwrro 
x\n,ju and the Yalu. Tlic Japanese affect 
to regard these operations with unrnn- 
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cern, and denounce the brutalities in- 
flicted upon helpless villagers as wanton 
raids, to be classed with the sinking of 
small merchantmen by the Russian 
squadrons. It is true that these opera- 
tions at present appear rather aimless, 
that they do not cause the enemy much 
direct damage, and that innocent natives 
are treated in some instances with con- 
siderable severity. But there is another 
side to the argument, which in fairness to 
Russia should be stated. Korea having 
accepted what is virtually a Japanese pro- 
tectorate, is clearly at war with Russia, 
and the latter is perfectly justified in seek- 
ing to make the Koreans realise that fact. 
Her methods are certainly not of the kid- 
glove order, but if they were the Koreans 
would probably fail to understand them. 
It is, moreover, obviously to the advan- 
tage of Russia to create the impression 
in Korea that the latter country has been 
hasty in entering into an alliance that 
exposes her inhabitants to a succession 
of outrages, against which the allies are 
powerless to afford protection. The Cos- 
sack raids in Korea may not be a very 
lofty sort of warfare, but may still prove 
to assist the Russian cause materially, 
and the Japanese make a serious mistake 
if they really despise operations merely 
because they have not first-class military 
importance and cannot be dealt with 
strategically. Some of the Boer opera- 
tions in the last South African War were 
of this description, and the amount of 
trouble they gave us was certainly not 
contemptible. 

For the rest, there is still some chance 
that these apparently desultory perform- 
ances may be the designed prelude to a 
movement on a larger scale. While it is 


not desired to carry the tale of this chap- 
ter chronologically beyond about the first 
twelve days of June, we may in this case 
look a very little ahead, and take note of 
a special telegram from Gen-san to the 
Paris edition of the Few York Herald., 
which is dated June iSth, and appears 
not without significance. The correspon- 
dent reports that the Russians have built 
a bridge across the Tumen River, using 
junks for pontoons. They have also re- 
stored the telegraph wires from Kj'^eng- 
seng to the north. An unconfirmed 
rumour states that a large additional 
force of Russians is crossing the Tumen 
and proceeding south. 

This hint may serve to remind us that 
the Russians, as well as the Japanese, 
have what Kipling finely calls a “ far- 
flung battle-line,” and that we must keep 
our eyes constantly moving ' over an 
enormous tract of country if we wish to 
obtain a correct estimate of the immense 
strategical problems involved in this 
great War. Let us not forget that the 
distance from Vladivostok to Port Arthur, 
even as the crow flies, is some 550 miles, 
and that the responsibilities of the big 
bearded man in the railway-car at Liao- 
yang, which constitutes the Headquarters 
of the Russian Field Army, extend over 
a yet longer line of country, much of it 
most difficult, and most of it very imper- 
fectly mapped. If then there are sur- 
prises yet in store from this quarter, we 
must be ready with our tribute of admir- 
ation for a man who can keep Vladivo- 
stok possibilities in view while forced, 
again.st his better judgment, to waste his 
growing strength in an attempt to do for 
Port Arthur what is not expedient, even 
if it be remotely possible. 
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CHAPTER XXX r. 

A BATTLE PROSPECT — RELrEVtN'G ARMV FOR PORT ARTHUR — POSmON AT TELlSSU— - 
JAPANESE AT PORT ADAMS—OKU’S ADi'ANCE—K/GHn.VG O.V JU.VE r4rif— WATTLE OF 
TEUSSU— ARTILLERY ADVANTAGE— HORRORS OF A KKTREAT. 


Shortly after daybreak on June 15th a 
portentous .spectacle is reveafed amid the 
hills and brushwood on botli sides of the 
railway some thirty miles north of Port 
Adams. Here in a stron*? position lies 
massed a Rus.sian force musterinp over 
30,000 of all arm.s, with nearly 100 ffun.s. 
Such .solidity, such .strcng'th, such fjenu- 
inc fijrhtinfr cfTicicncy, would seem to en- 
sure, if not an ea.sy victory apninst almost 
anv army vhich the Japanese could at 
this moment brinir to bear upon this 
point, at least ability to hru.sh away at- 
tacks, and to resume if necessary' an irre- 
sistible advance. 

Hut a jjrcat body of troops occupy intf 
a narrow front has its limitations, .and its 
peculiar risks. further survey of the 
scene (hat ts now about to be cnartcrl i*n 
a parallelogram measuring some twenty 


miles by ten, shows that not only is iJjJ.c 
powerful detachment from the main Rus- 
sian army at Lino-yang being boldly at- 
tacked by a .slightly .superior Japanese 
force, but that tlic threshold has been 
reached of a great enclosing rnoNcment 
from which the Kijssians m,ay only be 
able to escape with terrible loss. Alre.'uly 
the points from wbiclj the Japanese guns 
arc ro.Tring in tlic g'rcy daun of ibis cJr>'e 
summer day indicate tliat a ring of bre 
is being' grnilually ftirmed, from ulueb, 
as llicd.’iy wears on, ibr rrowilrd ni:i"‘*s 
of the enemy cannot but stihcr Irighilully. 
Soon we shall see the artillery preparation 
sl.irkcn, anti, bit by bit, the rnvt-)(,pli!g 
pri>Cfss will be rcndvrctl more tli'iiiut hr 
the advance of great cohiMui' •»! inlaniry. 
Ttic Kii'w.in-, who bjM‘ t.if.rri an r.trfr 
ofTcnsirc, will fim| the prc^Mire on me of 
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their flanks greater than they can bear. which immediate recovery is hopeless, 
The offensive will shrivel up, not only which may seriously compromise the 
from the fiery blast of opposition, but whole military situation as far as Russia 
also from “ lack of nourishment,” since • is concerned, and which will certainly 
forces which should have supported it are assist the forward movement, in strong 
needed to meet the attacks which are and elastic co-operation, of the armies of 
being developed on right and left, and Japan now in the field, 

which will even threaten the rear. A It is, indeed, a great and eventful 
critical moment will arrive when, if the struggle that is thus foreshadowed in the 
Russian commander persists in attempt- very early morning of June 15th. To 
ing to hold untenable ground, his troops, those who have followed this narrative 
exposed the while to a pitiless storm of at all closely, even the rough outline 
deadly fire, annihilation or surrender must given in the preceding two paragraphs 
ensue. At that critical juncture a retreat may convey something of cause as well 
will be ordered, and at a ghastly cost the as of effect, since, from the position of 
Russian army will be extricated from a the opposing forces, it will be readily 
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position which in a few more hours might understood that here we have the almost 

have meant one of the most awful dis- inevitable result of the Russian decision 

asters in which any modern army has to attempt the relief of Port Arthur, the 

been involved. Even as it is, the Rus- making of which was narrated in the pre- 

sians will have suffered a shock from ceding chapter. But in any case the 
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A BATTLE PROSPECT— RELIEVTNG ARMY FOR PORT ARTHUR— POSITION* AT TELISSU— 
JAPANESE AT PORT AHAMS— OKO’s ADVANCE— FIGHTING ON JUNE I4TH— BATTLE OF 
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Shortly after daybreak on June 15th a 
portentous spectacle Is revealed amid the 
hills and brushwood on both sides of the 
railway some thirty miles north of Port 
Adams. Here in a stronjr position lies 
massed a Russian force mustcrinpr o\cr 
30,000 of all arms, with nearly 100 puns. 
Such solidity, such strcnR'Ih, such jjenu- 
inc fi'jhtinR' efTicicncy, would seem to en- 
sure, if not an easy ^ ictory ag’ainst almost 
any army which the Japanese enuhl at 
this moment brintj to hear upon this 
point, at least ability to bru.sh away at- 
tacks, and to resume if necessary an irre- 
sistible advance. 

But a jjreat body of troops oentpyrnp: 
a narrow front has its limitations, and its 
peculiar risks, A further sur\ey of the 
scene that is now ahoxit to he enarlet! in 
a pnrallcIoiiTam measuring,' some twenty 


miles by ten, shows that not only is tins 
powerful detachment from the main Rus- 
sian army at Liao-yanjj bcinp boldly at- 
tacked by a sliphily superior Japanese 
force, but that the tbrcshold has been 
reached of a preat enclosing mo\cmcnt 
from which the Russians may only he 
able to c.scapc with terrible loss. AlfiMdy 
the point.s from which the Japanese k'u’s 
arc roarinfj in the prey dawn of this close 
summer tl.ay indicate that a rin^ of fire 
is Iieintr #;radually formcti, from whirli, 
as the tlay wears on, tlie cri>\\dotI ma'ses 
of the enemy cannot hut stifTcr frif:!i! fully. 
Soon we shall see the artillery prtp.iralion 
slacken, and, hit by hit, the rnwlopteij 
process will lie renfleretl more dlsiiiiet hy 
the adxanee of j^rrat coftinuis of lof.intry. 
llir Russians, who h.ne t.iten ao e-»rly 
offensise, will find the pressure <>n one nf 
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their flanks greater than they can bear. which immediate recovery is hopeless, 

The ofTensive will shrivel up, not only which may seriously compromise the 

from the fiery blast of opposition, but whole military situation as far as Russia 
also from “ lack of nourishment,” since ■ is concerned, and which will certainly 
forces which should have supported it arc assist the forward movement, in strong 
needed to meet the attacks which arc and clastic co-operation, of the armies of 
being developed on right and left, and Japan now in the field, 

which will even threaten the rear. A It is, indeed, a great and eventful 

critical moment will arrive when, if the struggle that is thus foreshadowed in the 
Russian commander persists in attempt- very early morning of June 15th. To 
ing to hold untenable ground, his troops, those who have followed this narrative 
exposed the while to a pitiless storm of at all closely, even the rough outline 
deadly fire, annihilation or surrender must given in the preceding two paragraphs 
ensue. At that critical juncture a retreat may convey something of cause as well 
will be ordered, and at a ghastly cost the as of effect, since, from the position of 
Russian army will be extricated from a the opposing forces, it will be readily 



GENERAL STACKELBERG. 


position which in a few more hours might understood that here we have the almost 
have meant one of the most awful dis- inevitable result of the Russian decision 
asters in which any modern army has to attempt the relief of Port Arthur, the 
been involved. Even as it Is, the Rus- making of which was narrated In the pre- 
sians will have suffered a shock from ceding chapter. But in any case the 
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i3attle of Teiissu— by some called Wa- 
fang-tien, by others, again, Wa-fang-kau 
~can neither be satisfactorily described 
in an outline sketch, nor fairly delineated 
merely by broad splashes of picturesque 
description. It is a very important action, 
in some respects far in advance of the 
culminating engagements on the Yalu 
and at Nan-shan ; and, while not un- 
mindful of its more graphic aspects, we 
must not let such an important stage in 
our narrative pass without some detailed 
examination of the steps by which it was 
reached, as well as of the actual develop- 
ments themselves. 

We left General Kuropatkin in our last 
chapter ruefully making preparations to 
carry out the Imperial injunction to make 
an attempt to relieve Port Arthur, and 
“ at the same time to exercise extreme 
caution,” 

It says much for the steady, unostenta- 
tious work which the Commandcr-in« 
Chief has been doing since his arrival at 
Liao-yang, that no delay takes place in 
taking the necessary preliminary* mea- 
sures. For many weeks General Kuro- 
patkin has been busily organising and 
welding into compact units the troops at 
his immediate disposal, and consequently 
he is enabled with very little dilTicuUy to 
set in motion what may be described as 
a moderately strong army corps, with a 
cavalry brigade and the artillery* usually 
attached to three Kussi.an divisions — 
namely, about lOo guns. The command 
of this force is given to lacutcnant- 
Gcncral Baron Stackclberg, and it mu'vt 
haxe proceeded southwards by way of 
H.'jicheng during the early day.s of June, 
its concentration effectively covered by the 
cav.alry screen which has for some time 
been standing across the north-western 
corner of the IJao-tung Peninsula, and 
troops from which were in evidence on 


May 30th at the fight near Wa-fang-kau 
station, described in Chapter XXIX. 

We have no precise knowledge at the 
time of w’riting of tlie movements of 
General StackeJberg’s force prior to June 
13th, and, having regard to the results of 
the action of the isth, it is not likely that 
any very full details will ever be pub- 
lished. But it seems that Telissu, situ- 
ated between Wa-fang-kau and Wa-fang- 
tien, and twenty-eight miles north of Pu- 
lantien (Port Adams), w’as not a mere 
halting-place on the line of advance, but 
a point of concentration, and was spe- 
cially chosen with a view* to an attempt 
to force the Japanese barrier between 
Pu-lan-tjon and Pi-tsu-wo. Indeed, it 
is possible that on June J3th the concen- 
tration was hardly complete, since even 
on June isth fresh troops were brought 
up by rail, which may well have been not 
reinforcements, but merely the remainder 
of the battalions rcfjmred 10 make up 
three divisions of infantry. Some such 
supposition ns tins seems needed to ac- 
count for the prolonged ball .at Telissu, 
wJiich u'ould otherwise have been a 
strange proccctling on the part nf a relief 
force, whose business clearly ii was to 
push forward as quickly as possible in 
order to avoid a descent upon its flank 
by the Japanese forces known to be at 
Takiishnn. 

On June 13th, in any c.ase, ve have the 
Uvjssians in force untler General .StackrN 
berg at Telissu, with tlicir outp<i<ls 
pushed out beyond Wn-fang-tlm in the 
direction of Port Aflanis. Thrir main 
position w.TS Intersected by the railway 
which runs northwards tlirou^jh Kai-s’h.iu 
to Haiclicng. Tltclr Irft re-te#! on a 
point, probably n little to the r.nt 
of tl\c railway, uhile their riirht 
appe.ars not to hare extended to any 
great extent Iwjond Ta-fang-shm, 
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Fomc six miles lo the west of ihc 
line. 

The "round occupied is very broken, 
and is described ns consist in," mainly of a 
series of low, irregular bills and brown 
kopjc.<, wbicb rise occasionally lo a bei"bt 
of 500 feet. The railway cuttin," bdlows 
the gorges, and, winding up from ibe 


may be mentioned that three or four miles 
ncarlv due south of 'relissu is a village 
called Lung-wang-miao, with another 
called Ta-fang-shen some five miles to 
the westward, 'riirce or four miles south 
of Lung-wang-miao, again, is Lung-kia- 
tim, and a little to the south-west of the 
l.atler is Vidiolon. 



TYPICAL RUSSIAN PIONEER EAMILY IN MANCHURIA. 


south-west, comes the Fuchau river. The 
latter, a little north of Telissu, enters a 
defile through which, and through others 
parallel with it, lay the only practicable 
line of retreat from the Russian position. 

There is no need to complicate a simple 
account of a not very intricate battle by 
a number of names only marked on a few 
not generally accessible maps. But it 


The Russian position had the obvious 
advantage that its centre rested on the 
railway, and that consequently reinforce- 
ments could be brought up even at the 
very last moment. It was inherently of 
considerable strength, and, if a broad 
front had been occupied throughout and 
the cavalry suitably employed on the 
flanks, any enveloping movement might 
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have been frustrated. But, from the 
first, the Russian tendency was to fight 
on a front which, although at the outset 
it may have seemed a fairly broad one,! 
contracted with great rapidity, until on 
the morning of the decisive battle the 
Russians were, as will be seen, bunched 
up round Telissu, and subsequently 
driven with great loss through the defiles 
to the north. It is almost needless to add 
that these defiles in the rear constituted 
the main defect-of the position. But, in 
the circumstances, and more particularly 
if he intended almost immediately to ad- 
vance to the attack of Port Adams, 
General Slackelberg is hardly to be 
blamed so much for not securing a good 
line of retreat as for inviting attack in a 
position in which his fine force was un- 
duly cramped. 

But, whatever the virtues and defects 
of the Telissu position may be, it is time 
now to leave it and return to the Japanese, 
whom we left in Chapter XXIX. antici- 
pating some such Russian movement as 
is now in evidence by massing a sufficient 
force along the Pu-Ian-tien — Pi-isu-wo 
line. General Oku has come up from 
the south, and is at Pu-Ian-ticn on June 
i2th, when a scout brings in news of the 
undoubted presence of a large Russian 
army at Telissu. 

It would seem that considerable credit 
is due to the Russians for their cav.nlrj' 
screen work in the norlh-c.nst corner of 
the LiaO'tung Peninsula during the early 
part of June. After the action at W.n- 
f.ang'kau, on May 30th, they appear to 
have demonstrated steadily in front of 
the Pi-tsu-wo^Pu-lan-ticn line under 
General Kharkcvjtch, uilh the result th.at 
they were able to veil tlic movements in 
rear vciy cfTcctivcIy, as well .ss to obtain 
the earliest possible infornl.^t^on of any 
movement likely to intcffcrc uiib the 


concentration at Telissu. Many small 
encounters appear to have taken place 
during these few days, the Japanese being 
naturally as anxious as the Russians to 
get timely intelligence of any marked 
movement bn the enemy's part. But the 
Japanese have the advantage of working 
within easy distance of a base at Port 
Adams, while the Russians deserve, per- 
haps, the greater credit, .ns they are 
probably dependent even for their sup- 
plies upon Haicheng. 

The force which Gener.al Oku has at 
his disposal at Port Adams has been 
carefully concealed from enemies and 
friends alike, and its exact constitution 
must remain for the present a rnattcr of 
conjecture. But it can hardly consist of 
less than three divisions, with n propor- 
tionate force of cavalrj’, while Russian 
accounts place the number of guns as 
high as 500 , probably an estimate which 
m.ay be safely halved. When the news 
comes in of the Russian concentration at 
Telissu, General Oku's decision is quickly 
arrived at. He will at once march out 
and attack the enemy, and there is abun* 
dant reason for this prudent resolve. In 
the first place, it has been throughout the 
camp.aign the Jap.inesc pfan to take the 
initiative ; and aUhough the Japanese 
superiority is not here so manifest ns it 
was at Kiu-Iicn-cheng, and, numerically 
speaking, at Xan-shan, they have the 
enhanced fhn which comes from pre- 
vious victories, and the quick-firing Ari- 
sakn field-guns .iJonc ronsjituir a fnr- 
midable advantage. Moreover, tlie Ja- 
panese commander <s dowlftlen well 
aware of the disadvantage aliachr*! to 
the Telissu position, and will willingfy 
risk something for stirh .t splendid ehanrr 
oI infficllng a really -•erioui Mow upon 
the Russian armies. Finally, the great 
moment is now approaching when a mm- 
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binccl forward tnovemcnl iiuisl be made, 
unless the variovis trouI>lcs which the. 
rainy season entails arc t<^ be laboriously 
underLTone. If the army intended to re- 
lieve I’orl Arthur can be beaten bade 


esc hands by their concentration at 
Telissu, if only enough weight can be 
brought on the latter to secure its eva- 
cuation without such Japanese losses as 
will preclude a subsecjucni advance. 


*ii 



A JAPANESE COUNCIL OF WAR IN THE FIELD. 


from Telissu with sufficient vigour, an 
excellent opportunity will arise for com- 
ing into line with the forces at Feng- 
hwang-cheng and Takushan. In a word, 
the Russians have played into the Japan- 


Accordingly, General Oku’s force 
moves out from Pu-lan-tien and the 
vicinity on June 13th. The main body 
advances along the railway, the right 
by the Tasha river, the left by three 
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roads, the westernmost of which is the 
highway leading up to Fu-chau. The 
cavalry ride far away on the extreme 
right by a road leading from Pi-tsu-wo 
to Hiyugyochin. 

Marching on such a broad front as this 
indicates, as the Times military critic 
observes, a confident reliance not only 
on the power of modern arms, but also 
upon Japanese skill and intelligence in 
battle. Further, from the outset, some 
indication of the idea in view is afforded 
by the plan of a centre sufficiently strong 
to ac<t as something better than a con- 
taining force, and of wings prepared to 
overlap and surround the Russian flanks. 

As the Japanese columns progress, the 
cavalry rout small parties of the enemy, 
and the infantry drive in many of the 
enemy’s outposts, the columns bivouack- 
ing after a march of twelve miles. 

On the morning of June 14th the 
advance is resumed, the left wing mov- 
ing independently to Na-kia-Hng, some 
twenty miles to the south-west of Tclissu, 
while the centre and right reach the line 
Chia-kia-tan — ^Ta-ping-kau, which lies 
about eight miles south of Tel/ssu. The 
country is hilly and the advance difficult, 
but the Japanese infantry and arlillcrj' 
press on steadily, while the cavalry push 
ahead and reconnoitre the enemy’s posi- 
tion. This is found to evtend from 
Ta-fang-shen on the west of the line to 
Lung-wang-miao on the cast. Alrc.idy 
25 infantry battalions, 17 .sqimdrons of 
cavalry, and 9S guns arc present in the 
Russian fighting line. 

It is now midday of June I4tli, and the 
work of the Japanese centre and right 
consists mainly in pushing back advanced 
parties of the enemy, until about three 
o’clock the line ^’uhoton— I.ung-ki.i-lwn 
is reached, when the battle may be said 
to begin in earnest. 


By this time the Japanese artillery has 
taken up positions not only along the 
new line reached by the centre and right, 
but also on the heights to the west of 
Telissu, which have been occupied by the 
Japanese left wing. From 3 to 5 p.m. 
a cannonade is directed on the Russian 
positions, but no further advance is made 
until nightfall, when the Japanese centre 
moves round to the north-westward, the 
left pushing fonvard in a north-easterly 
direction, while the right remains in posi- 
tion opposed to the Russian left. 

The object of this interesting man- 
oeuvre is not hard to understand. The 
intention is to envelop and press the 
enemy into the defiles north of Tclissu, 
the Japanese det.achmcnt on the right 
keeping the enemy’s left at Lung-wang- 
miao sufficiently occupied to prevent its 
supporting the Russian left and centre. 

At daybrc.ak on June 15th, then, the 
Jap.incse arc alrc.idy enveloping the con- 
tracted Russian position, .and, ns soon as 
it is sufficiently clear — for until s *30 
morning is foggy — the artillcr)' of the 
right and of the centre, which has now 
xvorked round to the Fuchau river, opens 
fire. 

Meanwhile, the Russians b.avc not been 
idle. They too have had hopes of carry- 
ing out a successful envelopment of the 
enemy’s right, .and have t.aken the offen- 
sive against the Japanese right and centre 
accordingly. The Russnn infantry ap- 
pear to ha\c advanced with great tleler- 
minalion, and the Japanese right must 
have suffcrcfl .severely. In the early 
.si.agcs of tfic battle it rcceised not.a!»le 
assistance from the Jap.inese c.a»alry, 
which gallopcil up and d.is!ic<! against the 
enemy’s flanks and rc.nr. Hut the Rus- 
swo reserves came up, and until 3 p-m. 
the fighting in this quarter is rstrrrrely 
hot. Tsvicc the J.ipanese right ha* to 1 m? 
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reinforced from the reserves, nnd if the 
tlankin;^ movement on the left had not 
been carried out with singular shill nnd 
vij:;:our the Russians under command of 
General Gerns^ross mi,q:l't have completely 
altered the character of the result. .As 


this movement arc found to be badly 
wanted elsewhere, and even the reserves 
of the Russian centre, which has dashed 
aqfainst the Japanese centre now steadily 
advancinjj along' the valley of the Fuchau 
river, have to be divcrlcd to the right 



JAPANESE OPERATIONS AGAINST THE RUSSIAN POSITION AT TELISSU— JUNE I3, I4, I5. 


it was, with the aid of a skilfully con- 
cealed battery, they somewhat more than 
held their own, and subjected the Japanese 
to heavy losses. 

But all hopes of a Russian envelop- 
ment of the Japanese flank are soon at 
an end. The troops destined to carry out 


flank. This last consisted largely, at the 
commencement of the fight, of Cossacks 
and Dragoons, who were doubtless being 
held back in the hope that effective use 
might be made of them at a later stage 
on what was believed to be the Japanese 
left flank. • But by about ten o’clock it 
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became evident that the Japanese left 
wing had worked round sufficiently far 
to overlap the Russian right compietely, 
and Cossacks and Dragoons now find 
themselves threatened by infantry and 
guns. They charge with desperate gal- 
lantry, but are hurled back, and the 
shrapnel begins to burst continuously 
among the devoted horsemen. 

According to one account, it is at this 
moment that a train steams right up to 
the Russian lines laden with troops. 
These leap from the carriages, form up, 
and are almost instantly engaged ; an 
interesting episode, and one which aptly 
shows how the extremes of modernity 
and antiquity may meet even on the 
battlefield. At first sight, the appearance 
of a train steaming up with reinforce- 
ments in the midst of a hard-fought 
action seems to indicate a pretty ad- 
vanced stage of latter-day science as ap- 
plied to the art of war. Yet, when we 
think of the war-chariot bringing up its 
contributions of fighting men to hotly 
contested sections of very ancient battle- 
fields, one realises how c.nsily old princi- 
ples can be found at the bottom of much 
new practice. 

Returning to the Russian right, now 
being laid bare by the rain of Japanese 
shrapnel, which the reserves 

that General Stackclberg has hurried to 
this point are powerless, the beginning 
of the end Is now apparent. Tlic J.npan- 
esc advantage runs from their left to Ihcir 
right in a diminishing scale. On the left 
they have little before them; in the centre 
tlicy have met and arc now turning the 
Russian main onslaught; it is only on the 
right that the issue remains doubtful. 
But when one of an enemy’s flanks is I.-»id 
bare and his centre shows signs of waver- 
ing, the fighting on the other fi.mk can 
hardly readjust the babnee. Tl.us at 


about two o’clock the Battle of Tclissu 
is to all practical Intents and purposes 
won, and it is to the credit of the Russian 
commander that he realises this fact, and 
does not commit the fatal error of re- 
maining on the ground until the Japanese 
envelopment is so complete that his line 
of retreat, defective as it is, is cut off. 

The first efTects of the intention of the 
Russians to retire is probably observable 
at the raiUvay station, upon which Japan- 
ese shells are now beginning to fall. 
There arc several trains in the station, 
and these file out one after the other, 
some packed w'ith wounded, others carry- 
ing away valuable stores. 

Meanwhile, the fighting continues, the 
Japanese artillery having secured com- 
picte predominance, which they use with 
deadly effect ag.ninst the Inferior guns of 
the enemy. Of this General Stackelbcrg 
affords evidence in ins dcsp.atch announc- 
ing his defeat. He mentions that during 
the engagement the 3rd and 4th batteries 
of the 1st Artillery Brig.idc were lllcrnlly 
cut to pieces by the Japanese shells. Of 
16 guns 13 were rendered completely use- 
less and were abandoned. One c.nnnol 
withhold symp.athy from the gaJl.mt Ruv- 
sian gunners, who stuck manfully to their 
posts in spite of this overwhelming supe- 
riority of power in the enemy’s fire. The 
infantry, loo, arc to be .sincerely pitied 
for Ihcir exposure to .n storm of shmpriel 
which is said to h.ave been of quite awful 
seventy. The Russi.m trenches, as at 
Kiu-lien-chcng, .appe.ar to have hern 
wretchedly constructed, and the dr.nlly 
rain of huUcls, wliicli .sfir.apnel shells on 
bursting send down, swept lltcsr with 
merciless completeness. M.iny of the 
wotindetl KtisMans after*' ard» infenirwed 
in I.i.ao.v.ang nllowet! not a murmur e****. 
cerning ibeif sufferings or the dmjhtfuf 
generaMup of "hich they the 
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victims to pnss their lips. “ Their only 
grievance,” says a correspondent of the 
Eusskoc Slox'Oy “ was that our inferiority 
in artillery had made the day jro against 
iJicm.” 

It has been doubted by critics whether 
too much may not be made of tlie Japan- 
ese artillery superiority in this engage- 
ment, and one brilliant writer goes so 
far as to say that “ in the position taken 
up by General Stackclberg round shot or 
Greek fire would have been almost as 
damaging,” since that position was 
turned on both fianks and exposed to 
fire at effective ranges from front, flanks, 
and rear. Such an assertion, if properly 
supported, might go far to neutralise the 
effect of the preceding paragraph, and 
so, in passing, a word of notice may be 
devoted to it. In point of fact, there 
seems sufficient evidence to sliow that, 
only because the Japanese guns were 
what they were, the Japanese left and 
centre were able to make such a marked 
impression, and that only in the very last 
stage of the battle was the Russian left 
flank effectively turned. For some con- 
siderable time it seemed as if the ” boot 
W’cre on the other leg,” and, had the 
Russian centre succeeded in getting 
home on the Japanese centre, inste.ad of 
being crumpled up as it seems to have 
been, largely owing to the resistance it 
encountered from the Japanese quick- 
firers, the elaborate flanking movement 
of the Japanese left wing might have 
proved futile. The question may seem a 
contentious one, but it is really of suffi- 
cient interest and importance to justify 
its being sandwiched into the narrative 
at this point. Whether quick-firing artil- 
lery has or has not contributed largely 
to the winning of a battle In which some 
70,000 troops are engaged is a matter of 
very grave moment, and the writer deems 


it a duty not to shirk an allusion to 
the subject, technical and controversial 
though it may be. 

But to resume our narrative. At 3 p.m. 
(lie tide of battle finally turns. The 
J.apancsc centre, assisted by the left, has 
begun to press the Russians back from 
Ta-fang-shen on to Telissu, and General 
Stackclberg, seeing that further resistance 
is liopcicss, gives the word to retreat. 
The melancholy order is evidently ac- 
cepted with reluctance. In his despatch 
the Russian General says that many of 
his troops positively refused to retire 
until the order had been repeated, and 
doubtless this brave obstinacy is most 
clearly exhibited on the left, w’hich, 
as the Japanese official accounts show, 
fought stubbornly to the last. The 
word once given, the aspect of the battle 
changes rapidly. Here and there a sem- 
blance of order is preserved, but there is 
little doubt that, for the most part, the 
retirement is a hopelessly confused one, 
particularly in the case of one section of 
the force, which has met with a very 
nerve-shattering experience. Having al- 
ready commenced a retirement in the face 
of the advancing enemy, it falls at 
I p.m. into a trap set for it by the Japan- 
ese Commander, who had despatched two 
companies of infantry and one battery of 
artillery to lie in ambush for it. This 
ruse — one seldom attempted in the course 
of a battle — proves fearfully successful, 
and 700 or 800 Russians are so severely 
handled that further fighting is for them 
out of the question. 

To the north of Telissu there are three 
roads by which General Stackelberg claims 
to have executed his retreat; but to all 
intents and purposes the beaten Russian 
Army is now in the lower tube of a 
funnel, and suffers accordingly, although 
the Japanese do not press the pursuit. 
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There IS sufilcicnt reason for this, per- 
haps, in the fact that the troops have had 
botii hard inarchinr^ and hard fiiilitinq; in 
tlie last few days, and the prospect of 
meeting formed reinforcements sent down 
from Maichenp,' may also have been taken 
into consideration. But the rc.al cause of 
the J.apanese reluctance to follow up the 
victory prob:d.)ly lies in their cavalry 
deliciency, to which .allusion has already 
been repeatedly niadc. 'I'here do not 
appear to have been inorc than 3,000 
cavalry at most with Gcner.al Oku’s 
force, and many of these have been 
heavily engfaj^ed in co-o])eration with the 
Japanese rig;ht. The remainder, mounted 
on tired ponies, were probably quite un- 
equal to the work of a pursuit which 
mig^ht otherwise have been pressed with 
very important results. 

But, this disability notwithst.anding", it 
may well be that the Japanese artillery 
did much to increase the horrors of the 
Russian retreat. Indeed, it is probable 
that here for the first time we see a 
notable practical illustration of the em- 
ployment of field-g'uns in pursuit, which 
is reg-arded by the up-to-date artillery- 
man as a highly sig-nificant feature of 
modern tactics. There arc occasions 
when g^uns properly handled can damag'c 
a retreating- army even more than the 
sabres of pursuing- horsemen. Along- a 
road crowded with fugitives the troopers 
of a victorious army can but hack and 
thrust until their arms are tired, and 
their blades drip with a butchery some- 
times hardly profitable even from war’s 
cruel standpoint. There are limes, too, 
when a few I'esolute men will turn, and 
with their last cartridges take a heavy 
toll of the pursuing squadrons. Far more 
complete, far less exhausting to the vic- 
tors, far more deadly, sometimes, to the 
vanquished, are the effects of fire from a 


few guns posted at the close of the battle 
on an eminence overlooking the line of 
retreat. The fugitives press on with 
incredible swiftness, and that utter aban- 
donment of all hope and of all mental and 
physical resistance which characterises a 
so:nr. qui pent. A dull feeling of satis- 
f.'iclion creeps into some experienced 
minds at the absence of the dreaded 
thunder of pursuing- hoofs, the glitter of 
the descending sword, the thrust of the 
relentless lance. But another terror 
comes flying overhead to take the grim 
place of these. A dull resonant boom is 
heard in the distance, a shell screeches 
overhead and bursts, and down come the 
shrapnel bullets from the sky, quite as 
“ ghastly dew ” as ever the writer of 
“ Lockslcy Mall ” foresaw in his visions 
of the airy navies of the time to come. 
.Stricken down by such far-ranging mes- 
sengers of destruction, the fate of the 
poor wretches in a retreat is terrible in- 
deed. For them there is the very mini- 
mum of hope unless they can limp pain- 
fully on until, after many hours of well- 
nigh intolerable suffering, they can stag- 
ger to the point at which their scattered 
comrades arc beginning to pull them- 
selves together. 

But there is little need to expatiate on 
such horrors in detail Let it suffice to 
say that, while the Japanese return their 
losses at under 1,000, those of the Rus- 
sians are variously estimated at from 
3,500 to more than double that amount. 
Fourteen guns and some hundreds of 
prisoners fell into the hands of the 
Japanese 

The hardships of the retreat must have 
been increased by a storm of great 
severity which broke out during the 
battle, and was attributed by some ob- 
servers to the tremendous discharges of 
artillery. Many of the Russians had left 
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their pronl-coats in the trenches, and had 
to spend several niijhts in the open, scck- 
tnjj whai rest they could find on the bare, 
sodden t»round. 

At the close of the day the Japanese, 
as at Kiu-licn-chcnjjf and \‘an-shan, bi- 
vouac on the battlefield, and it is not 
difficult to imagine the state of evultation 


more toilsome operation. Yet Telissu 
has its own fi-lory, nnd those who claim 
part or parcel of that glory may well be 
pardoned for “letting themselves go," 
as we may be sure both Japanese officers 
and men do here and there before they 
seek tlicir well-earned rest. 

Leaving: the conquerors to their glow- 



"BANZAll" 


which prevails. It is probable that a 
larg:e proportion of those present have 
been in action for the first time, and with 
these the triumphant satisfaction of hav- 
ing- shared in the past day’s work may 
well produce feelings of pride and ecstasy. 
Kiu-lien-cheng may have been invested 
with the peculiar glory attached to the 
first action in a campaign, and the storm- 
ing of Nan-sban Hill may have been a 


ing reflections, let us turn once more to 
the sorrowful remnant of General Stackel- 
berg’s force, which trudges wearily on 
until it reaches Kai-chau. For, although 
it has the railway at its disposal, such 
trains as are available are required for 
other purposes, especially for the car- 
riage of the many wounded w’ho arc 
being laboriously collected by the ambu- 
lances. At Kai-chau the troops fall Into 
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shape a little, and a preat effort is made lo 
obliterate .such traces ns can be rcmo\ cd of 
the defeat, for the word fjocs round that 
Kuropathin is cominij to inspect the force. 
On the 20th the Comniander-in-Chicf 
arrives, and, lihe the j;ood soldier he i.s, 
<locs his best to pul fresh heart into the 
dispirilctl oflicers and men. In the course 
of his stirrini; address, he says, amid a 
storm of chccr.s : “I will see you soon 
n"ain. We must settle with the Jnpane.se 
promptly. If we do not, we shall not 
he able to po back to our home.s.” He 


also interviews separately the reg'iments 
which have specially disting'uished them- 
selves in the battle, and presents 250 St. 
George’s Crosses to those recommended 
for that coveted distinction. It is not 
always that a beaten force is on the way 
lo recovery of its efficiency and self- 
respect so soon ns is Iiere indicated, and 
it would be a prra\c mistake to underrate 
the significance of such effects, produced 
by the genuine quality of the Russian 
army, and by the .s) mpathctic soldicriiness 
of its illustrious Commander-in-Chief. 



DR SHIMOSE. THE INVENTOR OF THE SHIMOSE 
EXPLOSIVE, WHICH HAS MAOE THE JAPANESE 

artillery fire so effective 



CHAPTER XXXII. 


EFFORTS TO RELIEVE PRESSURE ON PORT .-VRTHUR — 130LDNESS AND INITIATIVE — JAPANESE 
0^'ER-CONFIDENCE — CRUISERS I.li.WE VLADIVOSTOK — SINKING OF JAPANESE ’IRANS- 
PORTS — A SCENE OF HUTCHFIRY — KAMIMURA IN PURSUIT — SOME LESSONS — 

ANOTHER RAID. 


W HEN the great Council of \Var 
assembled by the Tsar at Tsar- 
skoe Selo came to the momentous and 
wrong-headed conclusion that a big 
effort must be made to relieve Port 
Arthur, it is probable that Admiral 
Alexeieff, as well as General Kuropalkin, 
received urgent instructions on this head. 
There is evidently still some means of 
communicating, at any rate occasionally, 
with the beleaguered garrison, and there 
is every reason to believe that the naval 
authorities at Port Arthur are made 
duly aware of the preparations on their 
behalf. In addition, it appears to have 
been suggested to Admiral Vitgert, com- 
manding the fleet at Port Arthur, that, 
simultaneously with the appearance of 
General Stackelberg’s force to the north 
of the Pu-lan-tien — Pi-tsu-wo line, a naAml 
demon.stration on the part of the block- 
aded squadron about June 14th might 
have a good result. This, doubtless, ac- 
counts for the sudden appearance outside 
the harbour on the date in question of the 
cruiser Novik and the ten destroyers, as 
narrated in the course of Chapter XXIX. 

But yet another performance is to be 
synchronised with General Stackelberg’s 
great and, as it turns out, abortive effort. 
Admiral Skrydloff at Vladivostok is also 
advised of the coming attempt to relicA^e 
the southern stronghold, now hemmed 
in on every side, and it goes without say- 
ing that this energetic officer is delighted 


to have a chance of sending his one 
“ fleet in being ” to sea with the full 
approval of his authorities. Probably he 
cherishes a hope that the time is not far 
distant when, even if Port Arthur falls, 
some portion of the ships now lying 
torpid in that harbour may be able to slip 
out and join him, thus enabling' him to 

V 

assume the dashing role Avhich his tem- 
perament favours. In any case, he is 
eager to display activity, and welcomes 
an order Avhich will justify him in run- 
ning some measure of risk. Already, 
it is understood, he has taken his three 
cruisers some distance out to sea, and 
it is quite possible that his torpedo-craft 
have been employed in some daring and 
far-reaching reconnaissances. For it is 
clear from the subsequent exploits of his 
squadron that the Russians at Vladivo- 
stok have some A^ery good information of 
the enemy’s movements, Avhich thej' are 
hardly likely to haA^e acquired except by 
fairly direct methods. 

By the light of later intelligence there 
is good ground for thinking that, if a 
man like Admiral Skrydloff had been in 
command at VladlA'ostok, more particu- 
larly during the month of April, a differ- 
ent complexion might have been given to 
the earlier stages of the naA^al campaign. 
For it transpires that there Avere many 
opportunities AAdiich might haA^e been 
seized by the Vladivostok squadron, not 
merely to harass the Japanese maritime 
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commutnc.-aions, but even, if desired, to 
join the Port Arthur h'lect. With micIi 
an addition to his force as the CrPMohoiy 
Kunli, and tfic now missinj' 

/>' 1 r, such a cotntuandcr as Admiral 
^I.^^•aroff would prohahly have taken 
steps which miijht have, at atu rate, de- 
terri-d the Japanese from such audacioii.s 
attempts as that of layin" the nnne or 
mines which sunk the Vetro^nvipsk. The 
close discussion of such lost chances may 
seem rather superfluous, but a fjlancc 
at the subject is iusiructl\o as indicating 
\ct anotlier of the numerous disabilities 
from which Russia suffered at the outset 
of the War. Wherever, loo, even a 
jjleam of .sucecs.s rewards a bold achieve- 
ment, wc arc reminded of the possibilil}, 
faint ihouffii it is, that the naval balance 
nia\ still be redressed to Russia’s advan- 
tJi/jc b\ the operation of tliat unequalled 
driNing: force whiclt lies in \ig-orous per- 
.sonalit). The stor\ about to be told is 
not a tlirilling’ one, and it is far from 
lllustraiinj^ an\ vcr\ magnificent heights 
of na\nl enterprise But it docs show 
boldness and initiati\c, the two qualities 
of whicli the japane.se Xa'y appears 
hitherto to have had the monopoh. In 
the mihtarr side of warfare it is often 
the case quite early in a campaign that 
all the boldness and initiatiNe in the world 
are, practically speaking, powerless to 
alter materially a foregone conclusion. 
But the torpedo assuredly, the mine occa- 
sionally, and the submarine problematic- 
aflj , modify the conditions of naval war- 
fare to such an extent that an undaunted 
and skilful commander is often himself 
worth many ships to the most severelj 
handled fleet. 

Reverting to the receipt at Vladivostok 
of the intelligence that an attempt is to 
be made to lessen the pressure on I’orf 
Arthur, we find Admiral Skrjdloff, ns 


hinted nho\ c, not only eager to assist 
this project, but prepared with useful in- 
formation to this end. He is evidentlj 
aware that Japanese transports arc still 
crossing the seas, and that in some in- 
stances the Japanese arc so convinced of 
their naval supremacy that the transports 
are nnaccompanied by sliips of war. It 
is, probable, too, that he has been made 
acquainted witJi an incidental circum- 
stance strangely suggestive of over-con- 
fidence on the part of the Japanese at a 
stage when no precaution should ha\c 
been lacking in regard, more especially, 
to c\cry sort of na\nl mo\ement, how- 
ever trivial. 

For sonic time past it had been in con- 
templation b\ the Japanese authorities to 
give the foreign Xaval Attaches and corre- 
spondents, and also some of the prom- 
inent members of the Japanese Diet, a 
chance of seeing for themselves the naval 
bases and other points of interest in the 
theatre of war. Accordinglj, the cap- 
tured Russian steamer Manchuria was 
fitted up for the reception of some sixty 
guests of the Xavy Department, and on 
June i2lli the ship left Vokosuka, one of 
tlie great Japanese dockyards, on a 
month’s vovage. Xo secret was made of 
the vessel’s departure, and the details of 
the trip were allowed to be telegraphed 
to Europe from Tokio. It is not at all 
unlikely that this news was telegraphed 
on from St. Pcter.sburg to Vladivostok, 
and that Admiral Skr^dloff was seized 
with a desire to take advantage of 
Japan’s aud.acity in attempting a “ per- 
sonallv conducted tour ” of this sort 
while Russia had still a mobile squadron 
in Far Eastern 'waters In truth, the 
ver)' idea of this tour could not but have 
been intensely exasperating to a man like 
Skiydloff, who would in particular resent 
the cinplojmcnt on such an errand of 
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a vessel only 
Russia herself, 
that he may at 
of intercepting- 
to g-ive it its 
Maru, and of 
civilised world 


recently captured from 
Indeed, it is conceivable 
once have formed the idea 
the Manchuria^ or rather, 
new name, the Mancliii 
thus providing- the whole 
with a proof that Japan’s 


Vladivostok under command of Vice- 
Admiral Bezobrazoff who came out to the 
Far East, as did Skrydloff, after the 
death of Makaroff at Port Arthur. Ad- 
miral Bezobrazoff flies his flag on the 
Rossia, and his general orders are “ to 
assume the offensive against the mari- 
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command of the sea was not quite so 
absolute as she imagined. 

Whether this may or not have entered 
Skr3'^dloff’s mind can, however, only be 
guessed. The known act is, that on 
June 12th his three cruisers, Gro 7 noboi, 
Rossia, and Rnrik, of 12,336, 12,200, and 
10,940 tons respectivel)^ steam out of 


time communications of the Japanese 
Army.” 

Now, as the strength of a chain is the 
strength of its weakest link, so the 
offensive possibilities of a squadron are 
largely restricted bj' the speed and coal 
capacity of the ship which in these 
important respects has the least effi- 
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cjcnc\. Ibis in the present ease is the 
Kurtky whose nominal speed is ctf^htcen 
knots, but which is not likely now to be 
able to steam much more than fifteen. 
Tlic Kurtk s bunkers, too, arc belie\cd to 
h:i\e a capacity of not more than 2,000 
tons, which tneans that, stcaminy^ at a 
moderate pace — say clc\cn knots — she 
could for about tweUc days, and 
co\cr rather over 3,000 miles, without 
cominj,*- to a standstill for want of coal. 
At first si}»ht this seems to indicate a very 
fair scope of operations, but it must be 
rementbered tliat it is between 600 and 
700 miles from Vladivostok to the Straits 
of Korea in a *' bee-line,” and that, e\cn 
in the best-planned raids, some deviation 
from the straijjht is necessary. Accord- 
inglv , it ma) be taken for granted that, 
before the sc|iiadron ]ca\cs \‘Jadivostok, 
Admirals Skrjdloff and BezobrazofT most 
carcfulls discuss e\cr\ detail of their 
enterprise by the light of the Hunk's 
capacity to stand a strain which may at 
any moment be greatly increased by the 
appearance on the scene of a Japanese 
squadron. 

One can well imagine that a good deal 
of excitement prevails at ^’ladivostok 
when it becomes knowm that the cruiser 
div ision is about to put to sea. There is 
very little doubt that, as at Port Arthur, 
the arrival of the gallant but ill-fated 
Rlakaroff galvanised the garrison into 
renewed activity and confidence, so the 
presence of Skrydioff and Bezobr.azoff at 
Vladivostok has done much to dispel the 
dull monotony of the previous condition 
of affairs. For the part played by Vladi- 
vostok in the campaign has hitherto been 
a dreary one It has suffered bombard- 
ment, it is being pinched by lack of sup- 
plies, it has lost one of its four big ships 
by an inglorious accident, and, beyond 
the sinking of the Ktnsltin MarUy de- 


scribed in Chapter XVL, it has nothing 
but a few sunk merchantmen to the 
credit even of its squadron. With fresh 
hopefulness^ tJjen, must the garrison 
learn that the new Naval Commander-in- 
Cliief is about to assume the offensive, 
even though that offensive cannot at pre- 
sent take the shape of directly disputing 
Japan’s supremacy at sea. At the same 
time it is probable that the more thought- 
ful of those who are still at Vladivostok 
realise somewhat clearly that, the more 
successful Admiral Bezobrazoff is in 
carrying out bis raid, the more promptly 
and vigorously will the Japanese take 
measures to remove, if possible, such a 
standing menace to their security as 0 
mobile Vladivostok squadron, with active 
Admirals In control and command, must 
necessarily be. 

The three cruisers leave Vladivostok, 
as noted, on June 12th, probably in the 
early morning, and they should present a 
goodly appearance, since all are power- 
ful ships, and advantage will have been 
taken of their inactivity, and of the dock 
accommodation in the Golden Horn, to 
get them into the best possible trim for 
real work. They steam due south, and 
on the morning of June isth are ad- 
vancing from the north towards the 
Straits of Sliimonoseki, which separate 
Hondo, the central Island of Japan, from 
the southernmost Island known as Kiii- 
siu. 

When within about twenty miles of the 
Straits tlie Russians perceive on the 
horizon two steamers, which they chase 
but cannot overhaul, owing to the long 
start obtained by the fugitives. At the 
same time a third ship is seen, and the 
Russian Admiral signals to the Groinoboi 
to capture her. The vessel proves to be 
a transport of over 3,000 tons burden 
belonging to the Nippon Viiscn Kaisba. 
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the famous Japanese passenger steam- 
ship line. Her name is the Iziimi Marti, 
and she is en roiiie from China, carrying 
chiefly sick and wounded. The Russians 
signal to her to stop, but she pays no 
heed. The Gromohoi opens fire, and the 
Isiimi Marti, having- been • struck by 
several shells, heaves to. Those on 
board are seen to 
be leaping into the 
sea, and the Gro- 
moboi now signals 
that the ship must 
be completely aban- 
doned. In compli- 
ance with this per- 
emptory order two 
boats are lowered, 
and the Gromoboi 
takes on board the 
crews of these, as 
well as the men in 
the water whom her 
own boats have suc- 
ceeded in rescuing. 

The Isiimi Marti is 
then sunk by the 
Gromoboi' s guns. It 
is satisfactory to 
be able to add that 
the non-combatants 
are released the 
next day and trans- 
ferred to a Japan- 
ese steamer, which 
brings them in due course to Maizuru. 

Shortly after g a.m. two more large 
vessels are sighted to the south-east. 
These are found to be the transports 
TiUachi ISLani and Sado Marti, both of 
6,000 tons register, the former carrying 
troops and stores, the latter some men of 
the Telegraph Corps, and about a dozen 
officers, in addition to stores and pon- 
toons. The TiiiacJii l\Lani is leading bv 


seven miles when the Russian squadron 
comes into view at about 8,000 yards. 
On perceiving the three Russian ships 
the transports put about, and steam 
back towards Moji, at the entrance of 
the Shimonoseki Straits, at full speed. 
But the Russians' are too quick for them. 
The Rossia, which is leading the Russian 

squadron, proceeds 
in pursuit of the 
Sado Marti, while 
the Gromoboi is or- 
dered to capture the 
Hitachi Marti. 

The accounts of 
what follows show 
some discrepancies, 
but it seems clear 
that in the case of 
the Hitachi Mam 
there is little chance 
given to non-com- 
batants to escape. 
The ship is com- 
manded by a British 
officer, Captain 
Campbell. Mr. Bis- 
hop, the Chief Offi- 
cer, and the Chief 
Engineer, Mr. Glass, 
are also British. 

The Russian offi- 
cial account says : 

‘ ‘ After several shots 
had been fired 
warning the transport to stop, without 
effect, the guns opened in earnest against 
the vessel, and she stopped. Those on 
board, however, paid no attention to the 
signal to abandon the vessel, and only 
after several more .shots had been fired 
did they begin to lower their boats. The 
transport settled down very slowly, and 
consequently the Gromoboi received orders 
to expedite the sinking.” 



VICE-ADMIRAL BEZOBRAZOFF. 




.io; msrORY OR ■lllli RUSSO. J.IPAA'ESE WRR. 

Accorclinj; to the I'mcs corrct,,,onclciU poiirinj; shot ond shell Into her must have 
at 1 Ohio the Kussians opened lire on the: been n truly awful one. The decks 
Man, at l,ooo tartl.s, t.ntl eon- could have looked like little else than 
tinned firing till within 500 yards. Ten shambles, and it is said that when the 
shells struck the unfortunate tcsscl, doomed vessel sank, and hundreds of men 
Mllintr many of the men and disnblin}; and horses were strug-ffling in the .sea, 
the .ship. Later the Ktissians “ rained the water was literally red with blood, 
shrapnel on the Ililaclii Man, from a In the midst of this yhastly carnage the 
distance of eoo metres for nearly two British olliccrs, it is .almost needless to 


hours, Hnall} torpcdoinj' and sinking her 
at 3 p.m. The first discharge of shrapnel 
killed and wounded over soo men.” 

From this it ^^ould seem that many 
non-combatants must have been but- 
chered without being gi\cn any sort of 
chance to escape. Surely something less 
than ten shells were required to bring the 
ship to a standstill, and some facilities 
might well have been given to the non- 
combatants to take to their boats. But 
the Ktissians appear to have been in- 
flamed by the sight of the troops on 
board, and b> the hope of causing sub- 
stantial loss to the Japanese fighting line. 
As regards the soldiers, there is probably 
no real question of inhumanity any more 
than ii the previous ease of the Kins/iiu 
Marti, since they certainly wotiM not 
have surrendered. Indeed, it is said that 
they even tried to get ammunition in 
order to fire on the Russians, but the 
cruisers came to close quarters before 
this was possible. Most of the rqji- 
mental officers — there appears to have 
been one battalion at full war strength 
on board — committed suicide with tJieir 
revolvers or swords. Excellent discipline 
seems to have been maintained, Lieuten- 
ant - Colonel Sucht, commanding the 
troops, merely ordering one corporal to 
jump overboard and endeavour to swim 
ashore in order to give a report of the 
disaster. 

The scene on board the Htiachi Marti 
dviring the time that the Grontobot w'as 


add, remained at their posts, and the 
Japanese were afterwards loud in their 
praises of the gallant foreigners who 
thus bra\ely met their fate under an alien 
Hag, “setting more value on their duty 
than on their lives.” 

The total number of those who were 
saved from the Hitachi Marti was about 
150, and it is believed that about 1,000 
were killed or drowned. 

It is possible that the Russians may 
have soon begun to feel some compunc- 
tion for their action in this case, for, 
while all the Japanese accounts agree in 
attributing great inhumanity to those 
engaged in sinking the Htiachi MarUt it 
is admitted that much clemency was 
show'll to the combatants on board the 
Sado Marti. The latter vessel heaves to 
more promptly than the Hiiachi H/crH, 
and one of the four British officers goes 
on board the Russia and returns with 
two Russian officers and a number of 
seamen. One of the Russian officers 
now descends to the captain’s cabin and 
holds a long conversation with him. It 
is understood that a time limit is imposed, 
that the captain asks that it may be ex- 
tended, and that the Russian officer 
politely regrets his inability to grant the 
request, inasmuch as consideration for 
the safety of the Russian squadron for- 
bids delay. -At the close of this conver- 
sation the Russian officer makes prisoners 
of the combatant officers on board. 

.Meanwhile, the other Russian officer 
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stands by the KanRway, and, speaking bourhood likely soon to become danaer- 
J;.panese, ortlers all on board to leave ous. The squadron has ecrtainly done 
tutinn an hour, aarn.njr them that, at considerable damage, since about i,ooo 
the e\p.r;ilion of that period, the ship brate soldiers, and three fine steamers 
tvdl be torpedoed. Ten boats arc now aggregating 15,000 tons, and having on 
lowered, and about boo non-combatants board a quantity of valuable stores, con- 
leave the tfs.scl. J'onrof the boats c-ap- stkutc no mean loss. But the blow to 
si/e, but there does not appear to be any Japan might have been an even harder 
great Jo.ss^ on this account, and the re- one, for it afterwards transpires that on 
mainiug siv boats, crowded with men, this morning of June isth there were no 
head for Isu-shima and iki-shima, these fewer than 13 Japanese transports in the 
isl.mds being visible in the distance. channel not far from the point where the 
.About qoo men resoltc to perish with Hitachi Uaru and Sado Uaru were 


the vessel, .against which the Ritrtk now 
laimches two torpedoes. The vessel be- 
gins to show si"ns of sinkhjg-, nnd the 
Russian squadron, to use the cynical Inn- 
g’ung’C of the oOicial report, “considering- 
the matter at an end, and in ^iew• also of 
the growing darkness,*' proceeds on its 
cruisc. 

The .^oo Japanese left on board the 
Sado Varn have been cliecring and pre- 
paring their weapons in order to commit 
smeide, wJicn suddenly they notice the 
departure of the Russian ships. The 
Japanese ma> be indifferent to death, but 
tlicy have also a very sane appreciation 
of the value of life, especially when it can 
be preserved without loss of honour. 
Accordingly, prompt efforts are made to 
stop tlie leaks caused by the torpedoes, 
and preparations are made for the con- 
struction of a raft. For twenty hours 
the vessel drifts, and, eventually, all those 
left on board are saved, an interesting 
instance of the vicissitudes of war. In 
all nearly i,ooo escaped with their lives 
from the Sado Marti, the number of those 
drownedorkiJled being thus relatively small. 

Meanwhile, the Russian squadron has 
become aware of the fact that a Japanese 
cruiser has been watching it, and is 
doubtless glad to have the cover of night 
for a speedy withdrawal from a neigh- 


caught, and the Russian “haul” was, 
therefore, not so great as it might well 
haie been. 

The Russian squadron after leaving 
the Shimonoseki Straits proceeds in a 
north-easterly direction, and is next heard 
of very early in the morning of the i8th 
as having arrived in the Tsuguru Straits 
It has thus steamed continuously for 
about 700 miles at about ii^ knots. It 
is said that on the afternoon of June i6th 
tJic squadron sinks two sailing ships neai 
the Oki Islands, but no mention of this 
exploit is made in the Russian official 
account, which states expressly that no 
other vessels W’ere seen except those 
already reported and the British steamer 
Allanton. The latter was met and stop- 
ped in the Tsuguru Straits, the captain 
declaring that he was proceeding from 
Murovan to Singapore with a cargo of 
6,500 tons “The examination of the 
crew, the inspection of the ship’s papers, 
and certain irregularities in the log, 
coupled with the fact that the steamer had 
previously conveyed contraband of w ar to 
Japan, led us to doubt,” sajs Admiral 
Skrydloff in his report to the Tsar, ” the 
neutrality of her cargo, and she was sent 
to Vladivostok under guard in charge of 
Lieutenant Petroff. There Jicr case will 
be examined by the Prize Court.” 
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After the meeting' with the Allanion the 
squadron seems to have cruised about 
the Tsuguru Straits without any definite 
result, returning safely to Vladivostok 
on June 20th. During its raid it must 
twice have narrowly escaped encounter- 
ing a superior force of Japanese ships, 
and the story of the risks it ran in this 
direction is an instructive and rather ex- 
citing one. In the first place. Admiral 
Togo was actually taking measures to 
cope with the Vladivostok squadron at 
the very time when the latter was putting 
to sea. A Japanese squadron bound for 
the Sea of Japan was off Fusan, the port 
(sometimes called Masanpo) at the south- 
eastern corner of Korea, on June 13th, 
the day after Admiral Bezobrazoff left 
Vladivostok. “ Fortune,” as the Times 
Special Naval Correspondent remarks, 
” favoured the Russians. They kept 
eastward, bound for the south. The Jap- 
anese kept westward, going north, hop- 
ing that if the Russians were at sea they 
would follow the route of their previous 
cruise when the Kinshiu Maru was sunk. 
The squadrons missed one another. The 
Russians reached the track of the trans- 
ports, destroyed them, and retired 
north. ” 

It would seem that the above-men- 
tioned Japanese squadron is distinct from 
the command of Admiral Kamimura, who 
is believed to have been on June 15th 
at Sasebo, when he became aware that 
the Vladivostok cruisers had appeared off 
Oki Island and were steering southward. 
Admiral Kamimura, on receipt of this in- 
telligence, immediate^ despatched tor- 
pedo-boats to guard the channel between 
Tsu-shima and Iki Island, ordered west- 
bound steamers to take refuge at Takc- 
shiki, and teleg'raphed to Moji Harbour 
to postpone all departure from the west. 
The further action taken by this ener- 


getic, though hitherto rather unlucky 
commander is best told in the words of 
his own despatch, which is a model of 
clearness and brevity, as, indeed, every 
Japanese despatch seems to be : — 

I also ordered, by wireless tele- 
graphy, the warships at Takeshiki and 
the scouting vessels to come to their 
appointed rendezvous, while the main 
fleet was doubling the southern end of 
Tsu-shima. 

“ The weather was thick and stormy, 
and we were continually losing sight of 
the vessels following us. 

” When off Kanzaki I ordered our tor- 
pedo-boat flotilla to come out to force the 
enemy from the north, at the same time 
changing our course to the north of Oki 
Island. 

” Meanwhile, the cruiser Tsushimo, fol- 
lowing the enemy, maintained close touch 
with them, and reported at noon that the 
enemy were fifteen miles to the south of 
Oki. Later, at 1.30 p.m., she reported 
that the enemy were five miles south of 
Oki. 

” Then the weather thickened, and she 
lost sight of the enemy altogether. 

“ We hastened to the south of Okr 
Island, but did not sight the enemy owing 
to the fog. 

“ The Tsushima., by wireless telegraph, 
repoi'ted herself within our line, and we 
then gave chase to the northward. The 
storm increased, but we raised our speed, 
and went to a certain place, where we 
expected to intercept the enemy in the 
morning. 

“ Our torpedo-boats were searching all 
night, but without result. 

‘‘ At daylight on June 16 we reached 
our destination, and the weather was 
clear, but no sign of the enemy was to 
be seen. We continued our search on 
June 17th, and steered to the south. 
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" Tfic cruisers, while reconnoitring in 
the aflcrnoon, roo mifes north-east of 
Tsu-sliima Island, received a wireless 
message, stating that the enemy were off 
ffohhaido, so t returned to my base in 
the Straits on June 19, having proved 
unsuccessful." 

It goes without saying that the lo-^s of 
(he //if(tc/u jl{ani and Stido 


Marti, and the failure of 
Kamimura to overtake or 
intercept the Russians, oc- 
casioned a good deal of 
criticism in Japan and 
elsewhere. Of this critic- 
ism the most justifiable is 
(hat directed against the 
policy of sending trans- 
ports to sea without a 
warship escort. Admiral 
Kamimura seems to have 
done all that could possi- 
bly have been done with 
a limited number of ships, 
and was certainly most 
unfortunate in the matter 
of the weather. Admiral 
Togo is clearly to be ex- 
onerated from the charge 
of having neglected ^'ladi- 
vostok, since he had actu- 
ally despatched a squad- 
ron in that direction, not- 
withstanding his preoccu- 
pation in the matter of 
Port Arthur, and the 
blockade of the Liao-tung 
generally. But there seems 
cuse for the error committed m allow- 
ing transports crowded with men and 
stores to go to sea without any protec- 
tion %vhatever, more especially after the 
lesson already taught by the sinking of 
the Kinshtu Uaru. The japanesc have 
now paid somewhat dearly for their 
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Peninsula 
little ex- 


ncglcct of due precautions, and there 
little likelihood that they uilJ again b 
caught napping. But it is udJ to poic 
the moral of such an incident as th 
sinking of the Bi/ac/u Mam and the Sad 
Mar/r, more especially as the Ie?soi 
contcyed has a significance quite out 
side the present conflict. 

To the world at Jargi 
this episode shows first 
that the Command ol 
the Sea is a term whicl: 
must not be too loosely 
used, since a maritime 
supremacy which is not 
absolute is hampered by 
most serious Jimitations. 
Those who are familiar 
with Captain Mahan’s 
epoch - making w’ork on 
Sea Power can understand 
how’ it was that Nelson’s 
storm-tossed ships stood 
between Napoleon and the 
realisation of the latter’s 
dreams. But there was a 
marked difference between 
the complete and lasting 
supremacy achieved by 
Nelson’s Navy and the 
present only partial, and 
possibly only temporary, 
superiority gained by Ad- 
miral Togo. Until the 
Vladivostok squadron is 
either effectually bottled 
up or destroyed the Japanese are 

foolish to presume upon what they 
have accomplished — splendid as their 
record is — because the work is as 

yet only three-quarters done. A fur- 
ther lesson lies in the clearness with which 
the value to a maritime nation of a Navy 
which is not only efficient but large is 
here indicated. It is true that wnreless 




jcijj ss}j<}x 3 Kpoci aqJ JO juapuodsaj 
-ioo onioL om JO XjiJOqjnc aqi uo 4 ; OAcq 
-possnosip si uojpcnb? qojsovipBJA 
atf) JO saouoiujojjsd aqj ^9 po>ca-io uojj 
•unjis om *s 3 pjp osauudcf atuos 01 ‘ijotijav 
qjiw mopoojj jcjnSuis aqi Xq pasijd 
-jns oq oj lou 4q5no put? ‘saouauddxa 
jL’{uui5> ‘uoijcu luajaoijpq c sc ‘peq SAcq 
s 3 \psjno suoititj aj\\ -paidopc Suioq 
Avou ajc qotqAv spoqjaiu aqqjc.tt aqj jo 
soijiJO ua>jods-uiB[d XjaA atuos Suijucav 
^ ou ajc ajaq; ‘asaucdcf aqj sc sjoujcd 
paio\ap ipns 5uomc uaAa ‘puc ‘qj*'' 
pauo>p34 sq oi nil® scq ‘uoiinjusuoQ 
c JO sSuissajq aqj oj A\au qijs si qaiqAx 
XjjunoD c ui ‘sdcqwd ‘Xqcioadsa ojoiu 

‘uojijsoddo ®qi JO J3A\od oqi ‘aq Xcui 

juauiuj 3.\09 asaucdcjf aqi sc JSuojjg 
•jjcjo-opadjoi Avaj c puc 
sjasrnio 93jqj ^juo qjiAv uojjcsuas ojqc 
-qacmaj c jSuijcsjo uj /C|j4cius icqAxouios 
pop330ons JSC3I jc scq oqA\ ‘j^ojp.Oqg 
jcJiiupv uiojj piaqqjiAv oq jou jsnm uoij 
-CJiiupc payipoLU jno jnq ‘jowcui jaqjouc 
SI pssoons f(fA\ sotjoci osoijj JaqioqAV 
,,'jnqjjv jjo^j uo ojnssaid oqi JSuiaoii 
“ 3i snqi puc ‘jjojsOAipcf^Y jo sjixo qjoq 
^uiqoojq JO osodjnd ot[j joj sodjoj s,o5ox 
pjiuipv JO jjcd qocpp 0 } juoiuujOAoo oqi 
^uqpdtuoo JO juajxo oq; o; uoticuJSipui 
jcjndod asnoJC ,, ‘Xpuicu ‘op o; popuoi 
-uj ojc .^^qJ sOAOfpq jjcjg [cjouoq oso 
- rjcdcf oqj jcqw Op o; poiuinojco X|inj|iqs 
isuoj 3C 94C ;Coqj jcg 'XJSojcjis jcacu 
ucissn^ JO sooijjqjqxo poyiu^ip Xjoa 
; ou Xiuicj430 OJC spicj oq; puc ‘jdiuoi 
-uoo qjiAv ‘cojo}^ ur s.'focsso^ oqj jo osoq; 
op iCoq; sc ;snf suoijcjodo osoq; icojj 
oj JD3JJC ssrjuoqjnc osoocdef oqx ‘uoi; 
-ipodxo snoiAOjd oq; uo poscq sjuouin5jc 
oq; JO oojoj oqj XfSuojjs sosiscijdtuD 
ji ‘aoucjjoduii oAijrsod Sue jo jjnsoj ou 
poonpojd scq pjCJ ;sci siq; qSnoqjjv 
•osjnoo o;\ouqun uc uo ssoujjjcp aqj 
UJ ;CcA\c d[[s ‘sjqSji Jioq; j(c jSuiqsinStnj 


-xo Xjuoppns *uaqj puc ‘spjc.C ooo‘9 3 C 
cii'ioy opod40j aq; uo XjtACoq oiy uado 
‘jOAOttoq ‘sucisstryj oqX ‘pcoqc Xi2uiqtA\ 
punoq JJC40 aiWJI JJJavs aqi puc ‘jsoo 
Xuc jc XuJouo 3qj o; asojo jaS oj cjjiioy 
opadio; siq sjapjo jcJiujpv asauedef aq; 
Iicj;q5iu ;y -paads jjnj ;u ;sca-q;Jou 
-ipjou jaajs ‘paAjasqo saAjastuaq; Suipuy 
‘4a;;ci aq; jnq ‘suejssn^ aq; puc sdiqs siq 
uaaAAjaq oaucjsjp aq; aonpaj o; s;dLua;;B 
BjuiuiuicNj jcjimpv ‘uojpcnbs s^cjniu 
-imc^ jcjitupv -^q spuBjsi iqo oqi pee 
ciuiqs-nsx uaOAv;aq pa;qSis sj uojpcnbs 
aqi SuiuaAO auics aq; ‘ui'd I ;noqc puc 
‘s|iC4js iqasououiijqs ^q; Jo ;sa\\-q;nos 
oq; o; jjn*) icjjuaQ oq; ut pojcaddc OAcq 
o; pajjodaj ojc sdiqsjCAi ucissn^ oojq; 
;si Xjnf UQ 'poujeq Xio;oiduioo sca> 
Xuiatio aq; 5uipup jo ocloq oq; ui qjjou Jjo 
p9)JC)s qoiqAx jDay asouudcf c puc ‘ouoS 
peq uojpcnbs oq; qojijAV ui uoj;oo4}p oq; 
JOAOOsip OJ ajqissoduii 31 apem uicj XACoq 
oqx *s||!q 3q; Jo JOiptjs oq; OJ ;oqs ;sJij 
oq; ;c pay s;uc;jqcquj oq; ‘'JAX 
ui poqiJosop ‘ucs-uoQ uo ;uoosop snoj\ 
-ojd oq; m sy 'Jicuis sca\ ouop o5ciucp 
oq; 3nq ‘Koijs c Xq 3 tq sca\ ojejnsuo^ oso 
-ucdcf otjx ’poujnq ojo.w sSuiqo-up oa\} 
puc ‘pojufui XpqSijs ojo.u sucojo^-j ow; 
puc sjoipjos osouedef o\vx 'pajcoddc 
-sip puc Jnoqjcq oq; opjsjno sdiqs oojij; 
pDUiofoj uoq; Xoqx qossoA Sinjics ouo 
puc dti[SiucD;s ouo quus puc ‘ 3 uou;oinos 
oqi uodn sioqs 00 c ;noqc pojij ‘;jod 
oq; pojoiuo s;coq-opodjoj ucissnji xjs iiui 
-ujout oq; ui Xjjcd ;ci(; sjjocIoj ucs-uoq ;c 
insuo 3 osouedef oq; qjo? ounf uq ‘oui[ 
2uiptcj aqj ijj Xcsso pfoq jotjjouc soqciu 
jjojp.Oqg icjuupv 40;cj jjooav c jnoqv 
'3oj Xq ;jod otj; -Suuoiua iu04j po;uo\ojd 
uooq scq ;nq ‘opiuqqo|i JO puci^^l oq; uo 
‘iqscsti JO j40d ocji poqoco4d(Ic osju scq 
uoisiAip oqx O'H o; ;i mjAV jpv.q 

)qJ?noiq seif jr iprtj.u jo ouo ‘s4ouooqos 
jjodsucj; puc ^ft^p^4; |Cjo\os poanidco 


'i^FAl 3S!T.VIW/- ossna HHi ../o .UlOlSfU 




jciD Suunoos sn;() ‘SiiipJi=n 3 jo uounuD [cjouag ‘lupi aunf uo ‘Xpiucu auicq 
-ojcJ ost'u oi|l 3q>--l 3saui:di:r 3i|l MW' «I> 1 ° ■'vojjoiu dm> "Q 'C'H S! uo! 5 ''=S 
JO saiyjp pile so'sed enji ‘.(flonoo sno - 3 ns oijx 'inanDj ireissn^ aiu ssojtl 
-urenmoiu JO dun n si ojatu 'niiiio-ieu Jo oj ajnjrej osauedof aijj mjiai op oj tpniu 
so|uu XiU3A\i jnoqc utqi|A\ oj dn ‘uicSc peq ‘uttcjp usoq stij uoiiuaijc ijdujav 
‘( tcj oqi ]o ;sC3 oqi oj_ ‘sucissn^ 9qi jo oj sjaqio qjJAv pauiqiuoD ‘sDUUiSiunajio 
Jj’uci oqi uo oaucjpuiq JO jo Xiipqissod sun icqi puc ‘sRicq oqj JOj psuoisiA 
oqi jnoipiAv SDjiddns" aAiooaj oj anupuoo -ojd uaaq Xjuo ^cq Xujjn sjq jcq; p 3 ;u 4 s 
ssapqnop Xoq; qoiqAv luoaj ‘cd^ aq? a\uq si n -aoucApe snouas Xuu aqum uua aq 
A'aqi quug ijai Jiaqi uq 'jnoAcj jiaqi aiojaq o? puauc oj Xjcuiuiqojd lucjjodiui 
ui Suiqiaiuos aA-cq asoueduf aqi ing uc seq nqo IcJSuoo sjjodaJ jujoqjoun oj 
•}jnaqj;p Xjauiajjxa aq Suipjooay -ucqsnqBj^ uo pasuq si juqj — 
jsniu Xjaiipjtj JO aSussed aqj puu ‘sjjcd aq Xciu jj jaAajcqAv — aojoj asauuduf aqj 
jq^ji puc quius joj aiqcopacjd Xiuo ajc puc Xiuiy s.iqojnvi icjauao qjiw spucq 
'aju Xaqj sc qons ‘speoj oqj^ ‘step Avaj uiof oj si a\3ia ui pus jut’oyiuSis sjoiu 
V ut ut^aq f[r« uoseas Xutcj jc[n 5 aj atfi Xquaj v jnq ‘( 5 ufd'iu\j) nt'q>iL’Nj aq oj 
jcq; juapiAa Suiuiooaq si ji puc ‘a[»c<j sjcsddc a\ou oAipafqo s.nqo It’jauDf) 
aqj JO uooujajjc aqi aauis uicj jo |cap ’Xjopjv ‘jucjjodiui 

pooS c uaaq seq aJoq.L ‘Xuijc snouoj puc snoiJOiS ji ‘uo\\-pjDi[ siqi jo ouoos 
-DU c JOJ uaA3 suo Xsca uc sucoui on aqi soAcaj XijcnjiiaAO Xuuy s.nqo ICjduoi) 
Xq SI aoucApe aqj icqj paapou aq isnuj ji jo pjcnS-JCDj aqi ?cqj joipJ jo sSuqoDj 
‘aDU[d jsjy aqj uj qicjap auios ui sjuoui aiuos qijw uoaq daci} jsniu )i puc 'ojS 
- 9 AOUI jiaqi oc/iJDsap oj jsojajut jo 09 Xcui -Snjjs aaia^ s, XcpjojsaX /£> japuuuaj 
3t joqqq asauedef aqj ®ujjq aA\ ojojog jcuopippc uc si pcop s,Xiuoud nip jo spajp 
nctp-ic^j JO jsca-ipnos sajiiu omj'<iuoa\i -unq Xucui Xcp Suiwoijoj oqj uo i?uj\jnq 
XcAijicj aqj uo soq i[DtqA\ (Suatp-ni-uos jo XijssaDDu oucmnij oijj. -sjODiyo tt- 
puc 5 uaqD-an<- 5 unis Xisuoijca) JSuipnput ‘popunow yf-G puc ‘sjaniqo I 

uaqD-ocX-ung si uoijsatib ui juiod aqx -iuipnpui ‘poinq Xic jo dn opciu ‘Coi'i oj 
•nssjpL JO qijou lunouJc ‘ooo'i jopun aq 01 pnijodaj jsjy 
SDjim XiJiqj Xjuo jujod c paipcoj pcq jc 'saiijcnsco jcjoi oip jcip pnujnjjaDsc 
jaiujoj aqj juqj jsij ounf |ijun jou sew a\ou si jj 'popunow jo jsif Xicaq qp? 
jj pui sfep aiuos JO] ipnoi jsoj oacij 'UoijdDDXo uc i|iu\ Xsnq suooxJjiis oqi puc 
OJ maas sajtujc cicrssti}£ puc asouedef aqi ‘ 5 uiiqJiij s,Xcp pji-q XncuojidDDxo uc qj) w 
JO] ‘asco aqj uaaq OACq jpv\ Xcui siq,L jno ujow sdoojj oqj ‘nssijoj. jo pjay-ap 
•jaajj aip mojj saqddns Avcjp 01 jopjo -icq aqi uo Sujqocnoviq jpjdcq-) 

ui CDS aqj spjcAioi AiDjpqjiw aojoj uiciii jo asop aqj jc ‘n^Q ** 

s'M It^qi puc ‘sjsodjno jno A\aji]) nqo Japun XuiJy asDuedeJ' dijj jj.y ^ Jj^ 

•oxvA\iio-ai'; j.v honvid v—sasvii ovr\rof 
-NSHD-OVA-Nns MO KOIXVdnDOO— SiSO.Ixno— HJXVAUV as-isv.ivf /ISbJ-JjU 

IIIXXX H'JJ.aVHD 


oo^ 






ucoq OACij niSjui 51 -ouo Xjwodiuo; u 
uuqj joijjo oq na.u lOuuiJO put^s juasojd 
jiDtfj sucissn^ 3q5 JOj XpjuunjJOjun 

■jcojop 3U333J Siq SuiAOUJ 

-3J JO ooucqo u XuJ 3 uo p^uuoj-aj u s 3 ai 2 
pun ‘XpjcitdtDOJd ooi pacA\JOj saqsnd 
ui QV^Av lapuxjuiiuoo HSl^ooJ pire 

ssoppoj Xj3a n Xjuo si puc ‘us^jcj oq 
jsniu sapjaqq ou jtjqi ssicorpui oouBApe 
jaipjnj n Supndstp uo luaq XpuoptAa aJt; 
Xsqi icqj 50CJ ajaui aqi ;n3 ‘pums jnaj ts 
oqnm oj 3JBd s^jaijnj aijj uo uoijusjut ou 
SI DJaqj jcqj aq Xcui -aojoj juajaqoo i: 
sn Suijon ajoui aouo qonq sXcp A\aj v jo 
saAijrSnj aip spug aq uaqAV uojincD 3 caj 3 
qjiAV paaoojd oj ‘Xjopja ouo uoa\ scq oqA\ 
isiuoScjun pijjaAvod c joj uoao ‘Xacmoi 
«sno SI 3; XiSuipjoooc purr ‘3uojj qsajj v 
Suijuasajd puB jaijjaSo; jpsiuiq Sujiind 
snqj JO jOAVod aqj 3Soj scq oq |pun uajvaq 
aq 03 pics aq j9A9U uco Xuioua uy 

•3U0JJ ui Xmaua aq 3 jo ipcojd 
-dc aq3 JO aoiiou Xpiui; aAiS 03 puc ‘31 
puiqaq XuiJC aq3 jo S3uauiOAOUi Dip ]jaA 
03 ST qoiqAV JO X3tip aiqnop aq 3 ‘udojos 
5 uiuaAja 3 ui uc puc ‘aoj oqj 03 saocj 
jpq3 qjjAi, paufjoj-aj uic 3 u sucissny oq; 
aas Q.Vi ‘3U3UJOUI aq; joj ^snq3 pun *uaqD 
•ocX*uns JO qjnos apjq c o; jno paqsnd 
Xjnp ajc sjsod;no 531 ;ng npoc ounf 
uo uppcdojn^ ]njauaQ Xq ,, p3uo3acoq ,, 
pun paA\aiAaJ st 31 ‘'l>JXX J33dnq3 
JO asop oq; 3c pa;ou sc ‘ojoqAV 'nnqo 
-iB^f 3 C sr Xujjy s, 3 jaqiaJlDn 3 g jnjauaj) 
jo Xpoq uiciu aqj^ uopisod A\au n jo 
uopduinsaj X4njodiua3 n pun ‘sucissn^j 
uajnaq aq; jo 3Jnd aq; uo 4Dq3oSo3-Suiiind 
n ‘Xpuinu ‘aouanbasuoo injn;nu oq; OAnq 
.‘Aou OM puD ‘nssrpx i?uinsincJ uiojj 
*p3urc;sqc '3;n4 Xun 3n *jo 'pojuDAOjd 
3 J 3 \\ ssaucdnf oq; A\oq uoos OACq 

,,*oisniU oqj 3 upnj „ 
uicSn ‘Xmjc jo 3JOS ;q 3 |j aq; si 31 ji ‘pun 
‘pansjnd 30U ji ‘jDjnj sXnp a\oj n jaipa^o; 
jjasji 3 uj{(nd sji 3uaA3jd o; aojoj uD3naq 


aq; 03 5 uiqsiund Xpuaioqjns jps;! ui si 
apinq n 3nq3 Xnnuoisnooo Xjuo si 31 aouis 
‘poqsmbunA si 3nq3 suo ansjnd 03 3saq S31 
saop XjicjauaS snoiJo; 3 iA uaaq snq qoiqAv 
XuiJn uc 3nq3 ,, uoi3nn3is 3uanbasqns ,, 
Xun 3U3A3jd 03 japjo ui sr 31 -paiijaouoo 
scAi 3j3cq3q3n3s '[njausQ jo Xiuun paja; 
-icqs aq; su jnj sn ‘qn 3n uopnn;is ;u3nfa 
-asqns ou uaaq SAnq ;qStui 3jaq; ‘nssipx 
JO sjung oq; Ja3jn sunissiry aq; jo 
s[33q aq; uo Xisnonui;uoD pun Xpoq ssajd 
OJ 3iqc uaaq pnq asaundn{ aq; jt ‘osjnoa 
jQ ‘pjoaaj SupqSg n jo Xuo;ouoiu 
aq; Xjca 03 pua; Xaq; 3nq3 uosnaj aq; 
JOJ Xjuo ji ‘sjnAV JO uopnjado ajujndos 
n JO asjnoa aq; ui saSunqa opjH qans 
a30U 03 Sui3saja3ui aq pinoqs 31 japnaj 
Xni aq; 03 pun ‘nssipx Jo pioyap 3 nq 
aq; luojj uoisnjuoa ouios uj uOAup ajOAv 
sunissny otj; oaujs posdnja OAnq ipiipw 
sXnp aAg aq; ui podopAap uaaq snq uopn 
•n3is A\au n ‘Xiijnjoduia; Xns 03 03njnDon 
ajoui aq ppoAv 31 sdnqjod jo ‘Xqnapajoaq; 
3 ci |3 uaos aq nuv 31 OAoqn aq; uiojj 
*$ a|iui aajqj oiuos XjUG ‘ojojajoq; ‘Sutaq 
suaajas oa\ 3 aq; uo3N\3oq inA403U! aq; ‘uoqa 
“OnX^ung JO tpnos so|tm jjnq u pun ooJip 
auios A\ou ojc ‘pauoijuoiu oq pinoqs 
jt ‘sjsodjno unissn-j aqx ‘Xjjunjui 
pun XjjUAna s.Xmaua oq; JBuoiuc juam 
-oAOUi oiqnjapisuoD jjodaj jajjtq aip pun 
‘sqonsso^ oq; pun sjojjnd pojunoui osoun 
-dcf aq; uaaAvjoq oaiqd saqnj uoisqioa n 
qioc ounf uq ’Xjjucjui jo uaajos n qjiAv 
‘sjOJjcd unissn>i oq; Xq pOAJOsqo ojn suoj 
-pnnbs ouui qaiqAV jo ‘XjiUAua Xq paidnaao 
XjSuojjs SI sisod ODuUApn jo auq Jjoqx 
•DJoqscos aq; pun auji oq; jo jsno aq; o; 
;a(j;sip snouiujunoiu oq; uaawjoq piAjajui 
ajoqAv oq; ifuiXdnaao juojj jpq; ‘uaqo 
-ocX-ung JO q;nos sajuu uoaos pun xis 
UDOAXiaq ajn osauudnf aq; qj6t ounf uq 
•siunpy 3J0,i q;i\\ suojjnouinuiuioa aq; 
ssnjuq pun punoj ssnd o; s^pnsso3 aq; 
JOJ oiqissoduu 31 5 uiqnia pun ‘osp; qung 


■y^Jl 3Smiyv/-OSSO^ 3HZ j/0 AiVOISm rot- 



uo si^anboid sq; ‘s^anboid jpq:j uo >pT3q 
Sui[{T3j; S3u;u3s oq:; ‘sj-Baddnsip sqoads 
UBuinq JO 9 uq Suoy aqj XqunpBjS puB 
‘u;\\.'BapqjiA\ aq oj saujuas aqj joj sjapjo 
saAtJo J 9 jji 3 ^ 9 qj jsio 9 un£ jo Sutujolu 
9 qj ui i([jT 39 iCj 9 yY ’sjsodjno aqi Jo jap 
-UBU11U03 9 qj OJ uo uoijuuiijUT 9 qj sassud 
‘ujnj siq UI ‘aq puu ‘avojjoiu aqj uo 
p.iUA\joj oAoui OJ sjiapjo puq siq saAiaaaj 
pjuuQ paauuApY aqj jo japuuujiuo3 aqj 
qjOo aunf JO uooujajju aqj uo ^Cjquqojj 
•jsaj SjjqSiu pau.iua-qaAv u jo uoijdn.ijajui 
ajquaajSusip jaqjo jo asudjns u jo ajnjuu 
aqj UI 5 utqj/{uu juaAajd oj ‘sjsodjUQ 
aqj JO J0puuLuujO3 aqj jo juqj uo uoijajo 
-sip ou ‘saujuas aqj jo jjud aqj uo Sui 
-juuAV aq qiAV aauuqSiA ou juqj oauu-inssu 
aqj ui ajnaas Xjqujjojiuoa sdaojs pjunS 
paauuApi: aqj .ouuujoj sdoojj jo i(poq a|qu 
-japisuoo aqj qoiqAV puiqaq ‘uoa.iDS jsod 
-jno aqj oj pauyuoo si juatuajiaxa jOojis 
-uujj qans jng •oauid aquj oj si aouuA 
-pu SuiuioD aqj uoijav oj su uapi 5 ui.ioui 
-luijS atuos unijqo put; uoa.ios aqj aa.ioid oj 
JoutjnoAuapuo sjnoas ojiiuis sno.injuoApi; 
JO JO ‘sjojjud s.Xiuaua oqj jo ‘juaj jo Xai; 
-uiSuuit ‘qauojddu aqj Xq pasnua suunn; 
jujOAas uaaq ssajjqnop OAuq ajoqj jq.Siu 
aqj SiiiauQ •ui;di;(' jo juqj su .(luju 
japoui u qans ui ssousnoijuaiasuoa puu 
ajua snojndiuas qjiAv poiujojjad si aans aq 
Xuui aAv qaiqAV auo si ji pin; ‘Xjnp jsodjno 
uuqj qjoAv snoixui; pm; .SuuCjj ojoui ou 
SI ajoqx •sa|iui uaj sduqjod Jouipuajxa 
jiiojj 1; .Slioji; spjuX pojpunq auo oj Xjjij 
luojj JO sp;Ajajui ju pajsod aau — ,, ajjap 
-aA ,, 1; poqua yC|ii;nsn si Xjjuos ^qi;Ai;a 
u — sajjapaA XjpiAua jou pui; ‘saijjuas 
Xjjliujui juqj ajquqojd uuqj ajoui si ji jnq 
‘.(jjuujui JO Xjp;Ai;a aqj Xq paqsiujiij aaaAv 
sjsodjno aqj uoisnaao siqj uo jaqjaqAV 
uinjjoa jou si jj •sunii OA\j-Xjjiqj 
pun ‘Xjji;Ai;a jo apuSijq u ‘Xjjunjui jo 
uoisiAip u jnoqi; luiq japun aAi;q oj sji;ad 
-du pjniiQ paauuApY aqj jo japui;iuiuo3 

£of 


‘Juojj asauuduf aqj jo ajoqAV aqj 
Jouoju JSuipuajxa sjsodjno jo ureqa u uiojj 
paqddns saujuas jo uaajas u puiqaq Sui 
-jfOunoAiq uaaq suq Xuuu s,nqQ jBjauaQ 
JO pjunS paauBApu aqj jqSiu jjy 

•ajBJJBAV 

^BpXjaAa paqBO aq Xbiu jBqiW jo janp 
-uoa aqj ui suaddBq jBqj qanui jo jBaidAj 

SI ‘JJOS XlBUipjO i{jaA B JO ‘JOBJ Ul ‘pUB 

‘aouBoyiLiSis jbojS ou jo ji ‘qaiqAv auaas b 
asijBaj OJ JouijCjj iuojj sn juaAOjd jou 
paau jBqj jnq ‘sjiBjap ajnuiui ojui jajua 
JOU saop aq XqujnjB^ -Sjnqsjajaj "jg jb 
jjBjs (BjauaQ aqj oj tuBjSapj b ui suoij 
-Bjado aqj jo junoaaB ajduiis puB juap 
Xjoa b aAi.o oj ajqu spjBA\jajjB si jjojBq 
-qBg jBjauaQ puu bCqnjajBo siqj qajBAV 
jCaqj jnq ‘pjBiiS paauBApu aqj jo qjOAv aqj 
aas Xpio ‘asjnoa jo ‘uua suBpsn-jj aqj^ 
•jsiB aunf JO Suiujoiu aqj uo >pop,o 
jqSio JB pouinsa.i si asauuduf aqj jo juaui 
-aAOiu p.iBA\.ioj aqj ‘asBD juasajd oqj uj 

•qjSuojjs s,i(iuaua 
aqj JO Bapi jojuap b aa-ioj Suuija.i aqj 
JouiAiS JO uoijDa.iip aqj ui iCpBiaadsa ‘sjjns 
-04 juBj4oduii .uaA OJ spBaj JI ‘ooj ‘saiuij 
-ouiog Moqjo aqj uo abav oaiS oj aauB 
-jaiHOJ injpqs siqj puu ‘puuq auo aqj uo 
ajnssajd jnjqsnd siqj ‘jbav jo ssauisnq 
aqj jo j4Bd JSuijsojajui Xioa b Aquaj si 
ji ia\ MopBOJ ABj aqj oj oaijdbjjjb jsboj 
aqj pm; ‘a4i;j4BAv ui ssaaojd jsauoiuuioa 
aqj sduqjad — sjsod poauBApB uBissify 
aqj JO j4Bd aqj uo >pBq-5ui|iBj jBiipBjJg b 
pm; ‘nqo lujouap .vq aauBApu pauuujajap 
jnq snoijnBD 1 ; si ‘OAoqi; paquasap juaiu 
-dopAop A\au aqj jo jpisaA ojBipauiuii aqj 
SB ‘aas ip;qs aA\ qu ‘A[S4ip40DaY 'Aoiiod 
jfijjqnop A4aA b s;qj apuiu SBq aojoj uuqs 
-n>iBx oqi pB'-‘ XuuB s.iqojiJNj p-uaiiOQ 
Xq paspaaxa ajnssajd aqj jng 'nuqa-iBNj 
jo qjnos aqj oj ajjjuq uaAi.8 OAuq ‘ssau 
-pijadoq aiiios qji.w ‘ppioa jajjBj aqj jBqj 
XuijB s,.S4aqp>pBj5 iB4aua3 uaqjSuajjs 
oj os uiqjBdojnxj puauaQ joj ajqissod 


’SIS Odin 0 jio mjwiF nf 



/tiuoj OJC *suqssn>i OVJI -juauiajiiaa \ai 
.|i>js oqj Xq Xjcssooou p0J3pU9J uaoq 3At:q 
tpiqw ‘suojiiicoojd osoip icq? sojidsncjj 
XpcnpcjS 51 ing -uoiiou ojui dn auioD 
o-iMii pcqs Xjiuujui puc ^vjDiitiac jdiho 
jnun ,, Suiqoj [{uq aq; Suidaoq ,, pu« 
‘ajtj s,Xaiou3 oqi oj JSuiXjdaj XJtssaoau 
^souq jopcojq no 4U3ai32c5u3 uc aouaio 
-uioD 05 Xpcoj ^un5 DJTj uiaqi miAV puc 
‘juojj oqj o; Xpjojc 3uiqjOAV sjojajdtp 
ojtj Xjjgago jo suojpGnbs ouiu JiailX 
•Luaqj JSuuni uaaq SAcq Xjjcaco uGjssn^ 
aqj qoiqA\ spjcAVOi ‘oaqo-ouX-ung 5c iioij 
-tsod G aq Xcoi ajaqj ‘A\ouq X3m 
^aouts ‘snoijnGo Xja\ ajc asaucdcf oqx 
•uaqo-ouX-uns jo uoijoajip aip 
•ui aoGjd ?3qGj Xuiaua aqj jo uoijgjjuoo 
<.uoo G uoou jnoqc jcip jjodaj asjnoo anp 
ui asaqi puG ‘ssauudcf SuioucApc sqj 
x{jjA\ xpnoj UI oq qi;s ijiav sjuaiuipcjop jo 
aSuijj G ;ng ‘sisaj qiis Xuiiy s.Sjoq 
-jajjOGjs jcjauaQ jo Xpoq uiuui aqj ojaqA\ 
‘nGqO'TG^ JO qjnos aqi oj apjq g Xjuo ojg 
Xaqj XjjGtnuaAa jiiun qouq ijCj 01 anutj 
-uoD sjsodjno aqj jo qpq aqi ‘XjSuipjooDy 
•uoijsanb oqj jo jno oq njAv ojaq Xujs Xug 
icqj juapiAa uoos si at mq *j[Osji uaqo-ORX 
'Uns SI Xj|gago ucissn^ oqj jo ssojSojd 
pjCA\qDcq aqj ui juiod-Suiqcq jsjy oqx 
•JU3JJDJ poijjrqj G luojj 
9q oj auotuajijoj; g joj o|qjssod sj ji sg 
povouiaj jcj sc auouiojipj payiu2ip v 
Xq p^out sjT SuiXGjdsip jaqio oqj ‘opcjs 
-qo Xjoao jo ojfds ur pjc.njoj Xiqijsis 
-ojjf 5urA0iu 3ur5uo jcoj5 c jo cap; oqi 
;no Ajjeo oj Cuppas oojoj auo oqi ^sopis 
•ijjoq uo Xjpcdco jo uoijiqupo Xjpjd 
Xjai c *3jns oq Xciu oa\ ‘’si ojoqj osgo siijj 
•uj 'soiiujG Suisoddo 30 Xouapqp oqj jo 
JS3J poo2 Xjoa g si poionpuoD si ji ipiqAv 
UI jauuGui oq; jnq ‘soiiiunsco juniOG ui 
^IJin Xj9a sucdui SuiiqSy ipng -ooGid 
•saqci aouGuiJojjad jc|juiis g puc ‘ouij-Xqs 
oqj jsotc^D ponanoqps juoiuoiu u joj jo 
^ 2ui5joujo ooiuosjoq 


s.Xuiaua aqi jo jouq g Xdsa Xgui ^pjGAvuo 
X|snoiinco jnq XjsnoJoSiA 2uiqsnd 'juaui 
-tpcpp Xjjcagd asaucdcf c jq 'juaui 
-ajnoj aqj Sumuiiuoo ojg puG ‘pajunoui 
OAGq sqOGsso;^ oqi ‘Xgavg paicop soq 
oqouis iqSij oqi ajojaq ‘pUG ‘pojy si 
XaqoA c puG ‘lunotusip 01 pjOAv aqj soaiS 
‘Xj[Gaco s. Xiuoua oqi 30 XiJGd g a2uGJ 
2 uo3 jg saijossp SuipuGiuiuoo jaoqjo oqx 
•uiDj A\cjp puG punoj3 SuisiJ aiuos o; 
dn qjoAV jjjav sojiioj jt sg s>pcsso3 30 
qounq ajliq c uoqi puG Avo^ 'Oiqissodtui 
SI ij asoucdcf oqi 30 iGqi uo puc ‘apis 
joqiio uo juamiGODUOD joj paau jcioods ou 
SI ojoijx XiAvojs qGj sucissny aqi 

puc ‘pjGAVJOj XtipGDis ssoid osoucdcf oqi 
sc ‘iiaqo-ocX-ung jo qinos aocid soqci 
SutiqSy Xjojjnsop ojiiq c Xiqcqojj 
•aouGApc 

s.Xiuouo oqi 01 oDucjstsoj oiuos Suijojjo jo 
ojqcduo soipoq pqos ojoiu oiui sonopov 30 
uoojos uiqi oqi 2uijjoaiioo ui isof si ouou 
Xiqcqoid puc ‘isoi oq oi ouiii ou si ojoqi 
sisodino JO souq owi oqi uooAMoq jCAjoiui 
0|iici os SI ojoqi sv 'ipiuiu pJCAVjoj oqj 
JO uojidiunsoj s.Xuiouo oqi 30 luovo oqi 
UI idopu 01 st oq osjnOD oqi 01 sc ncqo 
-ic>i uiojj siioipnjisui po\Toooj XisnoiA 
>ojd o\uq iipw oq.\\ — sdooji poiunoui 
JO posodiuoo OJG JOUGj oqi — sjsodino 
UGissn^j oiji JO jopuGUJUioo oqj 01 osaqj 
pouodoj X)idiuojd o\Gq Xoqj ooucApu 
s^Xuiouo oiji JO su5{s oiji SuiAJOsqQ 
•uoiiisod osoucdcf oqi 5ujS|uiinJos Xynj 
-ojco uooq ‘qGOjqXcp oouis jdao ‘OAcq 
sinoDS Xjjgago osoqA\ ‘suG|ssn^I oqi 
01 uoiiuoiiG jno ujni avou isniu 

•uoqo-oGX-ung spjUA\07 Xgavjjgj 
oqi 30 SDpis qioq Siiojc pjuAVJOj soi}djgui 
puc ‘uoiioiu UI ps SI pjcn5 poDucApc 
osoucdcf oqi JO oioipw oqi •upc g ly 

•ooiiCApc oqi uf 
soDGjd polUjoddu Jioqi oqci 01 Xpcoj sjiun 
pcdiuoo 30 soijos c ojoui oouo soiuoDoq 
sisodino JO uiGip oqi qiun ‘suoddns jpqi 

Voh 


'IIFM SSHKFdFf- ossatr TIHZ ,10 ZdOXSiri 



spjBA\o:^ ‘puB ‘;uiod stqj o; J§uiSj3auoo 

U33q 3A13LI Xj;UT 3JUI 3S3UBdT3f JO SUUinjOD 
aSjB[ oujij 9qj iiy -suBissn^ aq:} jo 
3DU3S3jd paninjuoo aqj jo sobj; ou pug 


9jns B ‘uoijBjs 9qj jo qjjou aq; oj Sui 
-jijaj gijs paAjasqo uaaq aAuq sjuauiqoBj 
-ap pajunoui UEissn-^ juqj jjodau o; ajq^ 
XjqBqojd ajB quug aq:j uo sjnoas Suipnaj 


■,Cvp I/3U3 /O ssop Silt fV <fn }S04 Xotl} tl3U[ai ‘SSlAVip 
Stn4^^H iKsi/? /o Xuvm Avai piosiAj 3i[t SuunQ -uom pifvonpo sav SAsipjos ossuvjvf siu Jo }soj\i 

•a^lxva JO aaaij anx ko ovnoAia : XHOia anx aaxav 



puc ‘uAvoj aqj jo sj.ii>[sjno aqj oj dn qsnd 
Avou uaiuasjoq pjoq -Toqjo ’popuajui si 
jjasjT uaiia-OTJ/C-ung ju pmijs ou jinji u.Sis 


pjun ‘juoasauuAO o.ioui puu o.ioui saiuoo 
-oq Xiuoua oi[j ‘iiaqa-onK-ung saipt:o.id 
-du ao-ioj asauuduf aqj sy ’snonujodns 


Wff//D-OFAl-iVnS JtlO NOIlVdDDDO 


po3jo; SI u;>p\;dojn>i ipuf.w ;jojj3 o\\i 
ifM.w odo3 puu ipaou ojijjis oj odjj 
sj'n.'fo ’popunj oJC sdooji 

ijSDjj '.fufUQ Sut(dno3o pun ucns-uti>j 
}0 oinuq oq; Suiuuiw Xq ssauajop Jinpav 
jjoj oij; JO sqjowino aqi qSnoJip sqnajq 
puu ‘ujnsuiuDj 5unj>onn oijj ui spun] 
Xuijy puooDg aqj ‘ouop siqx ‘Saaqo-uaji 
-nnj ju uoijisod 5iioa}S jiaqj tuojj qonq 
sucissny aqi Sjjnq pun npj^\ oqi sassojo 
japni oqx ‘undcf jo Xuijy isaij aip jo 
suotsTAip Sujuitjuioj aqj Xq qjjou aip 
ui pautoC oq oj uoisiAip n jo puoj muiu 
oqj dn qojcuj pun Suipuc[ aqi Xq pajc 
-uiuiop Bajo;%i fcjjuao pun ujaqjnos OAcq 
9AV uaqx ‘sascq papayas Xqnjajca ic 
saqddns jo uopciniunoon aip pun ‘asaqi 
JO iiojinjpnquiasip oqi ‘icuojnui iv.w pun 
sdooji JO jJodsuuJi aq; ‘uSicdtuco pucj 
n JO suoijcjodo Xjnujiutjojd oqi jo uoji 
-noaxa qSnojoqi pun Jjfws oqi joj juaioij 
-jns isnaj in st ‘oin[osqc lou ji ‘qatqw 
Xonoiojdns jUAnu n jo luaiuuinuc aqi si 
ojaqi ‘jsjjx •2uo[ sajuu ooS sapis qiiAX 
aJnnbs n ut papnpui aq Xipjcq pjnoA\ 
qoiqA\ najc uc SuijaAOo uSjsop jnotSoicais 
punaS c JO uoiiciutunsuoo sujj ‘suuaui 
IJ lnqA\ osjicoj oj iduioun sn jo-j 
‘Ijnsoj o\ts 

-sajduii Xiiuctiiuq n tpns poanpojd oacij 
qaiqAV uojininaino jo Xonjnooc jnjJopuoAX 
aqi pun ‘iqSisajoj juinSuis oqj ‘XjSdi 
- njjs injojna oqi Xq uoijnaiuipn oi pojjjis 
lOu ojc ou ji ojiaqindc oq poopiii unqs 
3A\ ‘stqi ouop Sui\nq ‘pun ‘jn poAUjc 
uaaq snq ^ qoujAv Xq sa^^lnis snouuA 
oqj ojou puc qonq qooi oi Xjussaoau sj 
I! 33ucogiu5is jinj sij osquaj ox •juaui 
-OASiqon aiqmou n si jp^ii ui sup puu 
‘paqsjiqmsa uaaq snq ipnoi imp anop si 
1! ing ‘Supnoiunuuuoo soinoj snounp 
-unoui Xpo ipiA\ ‘isno oqi oi sa|jiu Xijij 
omos qp^ saipoq qijAV uopnjodo-oo Xsco 
JO iimpn oi pDicJiuaouoD Xpuapqjns oq 
uno uaqo-ocX'ung pun nssipx q^nojip 

ffss'Anwrf-oss/. 


suicpv “^OJJ dn paqoaciu snq 

qoiqAV oojoj aqi ojojaq asdn[a Xjunssaaou 
IpA\ sXcp ouios joj ‘aiaiduioo aq laX lOu 
-una Xttijv s.nqo -loil^l 

JO dll Suiquji aqx ‘unqsnnnx pui3 Suaqo 
-SucAvq-Suoj uiojj uispndojnNj jujaua^ 
JSuiuainajqi a\ou saojoj osaunduf oqi 
qiiw spunq jo SuiuioC ino-paqJOA\ Xqnj 
-oacn puc ‘40j-uaAUis Xpuapcd 'pap^J 
*xa-5uoi oqi oi auioo sav qiSuaj in 
A\ou JOJ -paqonaj Xnnopcuioinn isotup: 
uaaq snq suopcjado punj asaundcf oqi jo 
oSnjs lunijoduji Xjunuipjonaixo un luiod 
Slip jn icqi oiou oi iaai5au lou isnui oai 
injj 'poujaDuco st nutp-inxj uo oouca 
•pn oqi su jcj sn Xiujy s.nqQ jnjouo^ 
OAcaj Xnut oa\ ‘luasojd aip joj ‘ojoh 
• sunS ouiipnui ipiA\ Xjiunjui Xq paidno 
oo Sj ipiipw ‘5uni-nisiooi\r popno oSiqjiA 
u uo 5utisoj pun spjnAvtpjou dn Suivjno 

jqSij oip inq *uoqc-onX-uns P quou 

sojiui ouiu inoqn Xjuo ijo[ oip *nnip-in>[ 
jajuou soijui jujOAOs saij sjsodino jo auij 
osounduf otp SuiuOAO sp4nA\ox •suuirqoo 
UI Xjiuujui ‘osoip putqoq ‘pun ‘Xjiuuj 
- ut JO saut[ osuop Xq powoqoj ‘siuoiu 
-qaciap oojip ui Xjiuauo oqi Xq poj st Xca\ 
’nutp-icvj spjuwoi oauuApn Jioip 
onujiiioo osDuudnf otp pjCc ounf uo pun 
‘joianjcqo Xipioqs Xpjttd n jo inq ‘oonid 
saqm 5uin|Sy ajoiu opiq y -ipjou JOip 
-Jnj SOJIUI jtjSio luoqn ^u^oq uaajas isod 
-ino uuissn^j axou otji ‘uaip-ouX-uns jo 
qiaoii oqi oi sojiui jhoj inoqn sisotlino jo 
ouij u jno swoJtji nqo injouoQ potuoo 
-uoD oju suuissnNj otp sn jnj sn joni’i oijj 
Joj poimjisqns ^fl^oq nnija-invj ‘uotjo-on( 
-ung JO tpnos oiji oi oonjd qooi inijAv jo 
uoppodoa t; Xpjoiu ijtul isoui oiji joj si 
sXuji owi i\ou otp ifuijnp savoijoj it:q,\\ 

sunS owi-XiJjip pun 
‘opuSuq XajUAno n ‘Xjiunjui jo uoisjvjp 
« uctp ojoui ‘satpmdsop jnpyjo iinissn\j 
3ip o) J3inpjooDn ‘^Jinsjjdtuoo oojoj n Xq 
poidnooo Xjjnmj st uoip-onX-uns ‘^^iniiOAO 

/■ sr/M f/o j,vo.ism 9o^ 



4o8 HISTORY OR inn RUSSO .JAP.WHSE WAR. 

crusl.cs ll.e .•mci„pt to rdictc Port the Napoleonic fashion. But, of course 
Arthur, anti, pre.ssinpr onward from the real measure of Japanese success i,i 
rel.ssti, comes mlo touch will, the Japan- the ffreat comhineci operations which 
CSC forces ,n position on his right. F.acl, have produced this notable concentration 
of tire three chief points in the Kii.ssian of force in Manchuria must be taken 
position— I.iao-vang, Ilai-chcng, and Kai- from the amount of opposition encmin- 
ch.ui— to the hist of which the presence tered. The " might-hat o-beens ” of 
of General Stachclbcrg'.s iinforluiialc baltle.s like that of Nan-shan and Tehssii 
force gives new promincnce~ls now —Kiu-licn-clicng is not such a serious 


ftiost scrimislj thrcnfonctl, and fhc Kiis- 
>ians are nou faced by pos.sibiHtics in the 
way of prestsure with which their previous 
e<pcricnce.s» uncomfortable as they ha\c 
been, afford no real comparison. 

\Vbile the write'r docs not propose fo 
\icld to the temptation to linger o\cr this 
splendid result of elaborate strateg) 
coupled with perfect leadership, lie would 
tlraw attention to one salient point in 
this remarkable connection. The situn* 
tion which has now been created to the 
very great advantage of the Japanc.se 
might easily ha\c been compromised, if 
not altogether wrecked, by any one of 
at least half a dozen failures to reach an 
unusually high standard of achievement. 
It is never easy to bring about such a 
co-ordination of large forces as this, even 
where simple, straight-forward working, 
with the minimum of opposition, is in- 
volved. But the Japanese have had 
little to help them save their own mili- 
tary genius and the quality of their 
troops. Neither Korea nor the Liao- 
tung Peninsula are tlrst-class countries 
in which to move troops, and the passage 
of the Yalu and the approach to the Nan- 
shan position alone presented difficuUks 
which might w’ell have upset ordinary cal- 
culations. At the outset of the campaign 
the climate of Korea gave an infinity 
of trouble to a nation which has .always 
made a point of paying heed to the well- 
being of the man in the ranks, instead of 
simply trusting to his endurance, after 


consideration — are quite sufficient to 
raise the question whether General Oku's 
performances in the Liao-tung Peninsula, 
preparatory to his arrival at Sun->ao- 
clien and extension to the right, do not 
render (lie resuJ/ant junction of forces 
one of the most wonderful of the many 
Wonderful things that have happened in 
war. 

Before we leave this portion of our 
subject we may profitably give a glance 
at Niu-clnvang, not because any grave 
change has yet taken place in the pros- 
pects of this important place, but in 
order to bring the record of its existence 
a little more closely up to date in vjeiv 
of imminent possibilities. In any case, 
tile position of Niu-chwang at this junc- 
ture is of very singular, and, in some 
respects, quite unique, interest. Within 
thirty miles events of the very highest 
importance are taking place, and yet at 
Niu-chwang the foreign residents have 
little but native rumour to feed their 
curiosity; and at times it must seem as 
if the place were completely detached 
from the theatre of %var. Doubtless this 
is partly due to the fact that the Russian 
camp is some three miles east of Niu- 
chwrang, and that the Russian officers arc 
verj' guarded in their references to what 
is going on, especially to the southward. 
The principal news comes from Mukden, 
with which communication is drawn 
closer by Admiral Alexeieff's paternal 
interest in a place on which he appears 
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to be largely dependent for supplies. As 
late as the last week in June a proclama- 
tion is issued by the Viceroy practically 
closing all traffic on the Liau river be- 
tween Niu-chwang and Mukden, and 
ordering all food stuffs to be held at the 
disposal of the Russians. 

A field telegraph has, by the end of the 
third week in June, been laid between 
Niu-chwang' and Kai-chau, but no sooner 
is it finished than it is cut in three places 
and five miles of wire are carried away. 
This, says Reuter’s correspondent, was 
the work of Chinese in the pay of the 
Japanese, which shows the Russians that 
they cannot hope for the friendship of 
the Manchurians. He adds that large 
robber bands, which the Japanese have 
supplied with 1,000 modern rifles and 
much ammunition, are giving the Rus- 
sian outposts to the north-east of Niu- 
chwang a great deal of trouble. 

Telegraphing on June 28th, the same 
correspondent expresses much apprehen- 
sion as to the future behaviour of the 
brigands in the neighbourhood. They 
had on the previous night attacked a vil- 
lage two miles south of Niu-chwang, and 


it is feared lest, if the Japanese do not 
arrive within the next few days, the 
brigands will become bolder and enter 
the town, which is practically without 
protection. The Russians have now 
only about 70 men in the town proper, 
with a few Chinese, who are believed to 
be in league with the desperadoes outside 
the city walls. 

An interesting reminder of the real 
position of Niu-chwang in regard to the 
operations, and also an instructive indi- 
cation of what is taking place to the 
south, are afforded by the statement that 
on June 27th two Russian regiments 
which had come up from Kai-chau, possi- 
bly in consequence of the increasing pres- 
sure exerted by General Oku’s Army, 
have marched towards Ta-shi-chao, which 
lies at the junction of the Manchurian 
Railway with the branch line to the Port 
of Niu-chwang (Yingkow). Ta-shi-chao 
will be remembered (see page 259) as 
having already had an interesting war- 
like experience in the shape of a visit 
from a Japanese force which had landed, 
and which subsequently re-embarked, at 
Kai-chau. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

IVITII CESEML KOTOKI-STBAraoiCAl. MOVES-THE EOREtGE ATTACufe-AN ATOAIR 
OE OOTPOSTS— THE STiiUGGLE FOE THE PASSES. 


TyTE have now to revert to the Jap- 
^ arose forces operatmg- on a lino 
running: S.W. to ^^E, a Jittic in front of 
Eeng-hwang-cheng. The latter, which is 
General Kuroki's headquarters, may still 
be taken as the centre of the Japanese 
position ns far as the First Array of japan 
is concerned, but the presence of the force 
landed at Takusban, ivitich the Japanese 
ofTicial despatches are now beginning to 
call “ tile Takushan Army,*’ makes any 
precise division of the Japanese line into 
centre and flanks at this juncture rather 
misleading. Indeed, if we may assume 
that General Oku’s Army has now come 
up into line, that Army would constitute 
the real Japanese left, the centre being 
held by the Takushan Army, and the 
right by General Kuroki’s Army. But 
it is premature, and also unnecessary, to 
attempt these hard and fast definitions 
until some clearer indication is forthcom- 
ing that the three armies in question are 
not only in touch but also in co-opera- 
lion. For the present our business is to 
bring the work of General Kuroki’s Army 
and of the force landed at Takushan up 
to a dale which will coincide as nearly as 
may be with General Oku’s consolidation 
of his position to the south of Kai-chau 
— in other words, to the end of June or 
the early days of July. 

General Kuroki’s halt at Feng-hwang- 
cbeng may seem a rather tedious one, 
even to those who understand that he is 
resting in order to give General Oku time 
to work up the Liao-tung peninsula after 
the isolation of Port Arthur. But it is 


Certain that the First Array of Japan does 
not find the interval hang heavy on its 
h.ands for Jack of occupation. In the 
first place, General Kuroki looks to his 
communications in rear, and by the end 
of the first week in June the road to 
Antung has been greatly improved : a 
light railway is said to be in course of 
construction, and a number of desirable 
bridges on the route have been built. In 
addition, the greatest possible care has 
been taken to provide the advanced posts 
with a really useful chain of fortifications. 
When, a little later, the foreign Attaches 
and correspondents are taken on a tour 
of these works, they are surprised to find 
with what pains they have been prepared, 
and experienced critics make the observ- 
ation that European armies in similar 
circumstances would not have been at 
such considerable trouble. But the Jap- 
anese are nothing if not thorough, and 
clearly foresee the necessity of throwing 
up parapets and shelters which will not 
only serve present purposes, but may 
possibly be required to withstand torren- 
tial rains. 

A passing allusion has already been 
made in Chapter XXlX. to the occupa- 
tion of Siu-yen and to sharp fighting at 
Salmatse, and the time has now come to 
make rather more detailed reference fo 
these happenings. Apparently, about 
June 6thi General Kuruki sent out four 
strong columns to reconnoitre the ronds 
towards Liao-yang, Hai-cheng, Saimatsc, 
and Siu-yen, with special orders as to 
driving the Russians out of the two last- 
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named places. On June 7th one of these 
columns occupied Saimatse, which ‘ lies 
about thirty-five miles to the north of 
Feng’-hwang’-cheng-, after some brisk 
fighting in which the Japanese had three 
men killed and twenty-four wounded, the 
enemy leaving twenty-three killed on the 
ground, besides two officers and five men 
taken prisoners. General Kuropatkin 
telegraphs later that his troops have re- 
occupied Saimatse ; but the Japanese 
have no intention of abandoning their 
attempts to gain control of this impor- 
tant point, and, by June 25th, we find it 
definitely in their hands and marking, for 
the time being, the extreme right of the 
Japanese position instead of, as formerly, 
the Russian left. Saimatse is of con- 
siderable value to an enemy operating 
against either Liao-yang or Mukden, as it 
controls a road by which both these 
places can be reacheo without the neces- 
sity of tackling" the Motien Pass. 

On June 8th the column reconnoitring 
towards Siu-yen, with help from the 
force landed at Takushan, occupied Siu- 
yen, driving a force of the enemy, con- 
sisting of 4,000 cavalry and six guns, 
towards To-mu-chan (sometimes called 
Shi-mu-cheng) on the Hai-cheng road, 
and Kai-chau. This movement appears 
to have been very skilfully carried out by 
converging forces which ultimately 
squeezed the Russians out of the place, 
in spite of a pretty stout resistance, in 
which three Japanese soldiers were killed 
and two officers and twenty-eight men 
were wounded. 

With reference to Siu-yen, which abso- 
lutely controls the roads to Hai-cheng 
and Kai-chau, and the importance of 
which has been carefully foreshadowed 
in the present narrative, the Times mili- 
tary critic makes some suggestive obser- 
vations. “ It may have been noticed,” 


he remarks, ‘‘ during the earlier weeks 
of the campaign north of the Yalu that 
Siu-yen was long allowed to remain in 
Russian hands, and that all the activities 
of the First Army were directed towards 
the Motien-ling and districts far away to 
the north-east. It was not the correct 
game for the Japanese to draw the 
enemy’s attention to Siu-yen early in the 
day, since this would have exposed their 
hand too much. Even as late as June 
2nd the valley was still in Russian occu- 
pation, and it was only on the 8th that 
a column occupied the valley and drove 
out the Cossacks, Siu-yen is an ideal 
assembly ground for a large army in the 
mountains. It stands in a high and 
healthy open valley, fifteen miles by ten, 
with dry, porous soil, and it is traversed 
by three pure water streams. From the 
south it can be reached by three rough 
but fairly good cart tracks, passable in 
all seasons, leading from Pi-tsze-wo, Ta- 
chuang-ho and Ta-ku-shan. These tracks 
are bordered by steep hills, rising 
sharply from the valleys and covered 
with brushwood and coarse grass. From 
Siu-yen roads radiate in all directions, 
and even if circumstances compelled an 
army to remain in this valley during the 
rain, its situation would be infinitely pre- 
ferable to that of another in the Liao 
Valley, exposed to the dreaded summer 
diseases of July, which may take a heavy 
toll of the Russian army. The Siu-yen- 
Hai-cheng road is well cultivated, save 
here and there a sandy waste, and the 
side valleys on each side of the road are 
not without a fair proportion of crops.” 

It is probable that the reconnoitring 
columns which, simultaneously with the 
movements to Siu-yen and Saimatse, 
work towards Hai-cheng and Liao-yang, 
contrive to pick up a good deal of useful 
information. At any rate, it is known at 
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Fcnff-h\vang.chcng: lliat at Liao-yang tlie 
Russians have guns of position mounted 
on tlic city wall, and that a great semi' 
circle of trenches has been dug in the 
plain to the south of the city. It is sug- 
gestive of very well-organised military 
intelligence operations that the Japanese 
should be further aware of the faulty 
construction of these trenches, which are 
certain to be flooded in the rainy season 
now imminent. Such a detail as this 
could hardly ha\ c been ascertained ex- 
cept by scouting of the most daring de- 
scription, or by a singularly cflicicnt 
sjstcm of espionage. 

During the whole of June the figliting 
in front of I-'cng-hnang-chcng is pretty 
continuous and, tactically speaking, it 
has considerable importance. But the 
general reader will not care to be wearied 
w’ith a detailed record of minor skirm- 
ishes, and will doubtless be content with 
a passing reference to one affair of a little 
more than usual interest by reason of the 
fact that it must have been witnessed bj 
a group of highly interested observers 
who w'ore, moreo\cr, extremely compe- 
tent to delhcr an opinion on what they 
saw. 

The foreign military Attaches with 
General Kuroki’s Army may well have 
chafed secret!) at the delay which has 
been taking place in the business of com- 
ing to hand-grips with the main force of 
the enemy, although, of course, they will 
have clearly comprehended the necessity 
for such tactics. It is, no doubt, ex- 
tremely interesting to w atch a thoroughly 
well-found army settling itself for a 
spring, and at the same time taking good 
care that, when the moment for its spring 
comes, it will ha\e all the advantages 
which first-rate condition and a good 
“ take-off " will give it. But there is to 
men who have seen, and taken a promin- 


ent part in, very considerable operations 
of war — like General Sir Ian Hamilton, 
for example— something a little fatiguing 
in bare reports of a succession of small 
combats which arc felt to be a mere 
prelude to a movement of the first mag- 
nitude. Accordingly, we may take it 
that the Attaches gladly avail themselves 
of every chance offered by General 
Kuroki to inspect the outposts, on the 
off-chance that something in the nature 
of an actual collision may be witnessed. 

On June 22nd a small slice of luck 
comes in the way of the Japanese Com- 
mander’s distinguished guests. The 

rains which have been rather heavy of 
late hai-c temporarily ceased, and in the 
high ground occupied by the Japanese 
the paths were quickly dried. The 

Attaches, accomp.^nied by a strong 
escort, arc visiting the Japanese out- 
posts on the right flank near Saimatse, 
when a sudden Russian attack is deve- 
loped by two regiments of cavalry, a 
regiment of infantry, and some guns, (0 
a total number of about 4,000. The 
cavalry are understood to be part of the 
diiision under General Rennenk.nmpf, 
which for some time past has been oppos- 
ing the Japanese flank, though not to 
much serious purpose. The country is par- 
ticularly mountainous in this quarter, and 
the Cossacks not only find the going difii- 
cull, but are a good deal harassed by 
want of forage and also by the .atteuiions 
of native brigands. Presumably, they 
have on this occasion been specially to- 
inforced by infantry and guns for the 
purpose of testing the strength of the 
Japanese outposts. 

Any doubts the Russians may have 
had as to the capacity of the outposts 
to resist attack are quickly set at rest. 

It is true that the Japanese are fortunate 
in having a timely reinforcement, for the • 
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escort wlijcli has nccompanled ihe At- 
lach<5s is proniptly made use of. One 
can imagine the keen satisfaction wiih 
which the new arrivals receive permission 
to take part in the fray, while we ma} 
l>c sure that all the Japanese soldiers 
engaged fight none the worse for the 
knowledge that some of the keenest mili- 
tary eyes in Europe are watching their 
performances. 

An nfTair of outposts is seldom, if ever, 
of first-class importance, and the present 
one is clcaily no exception to the general 
rule. Presitmably the sentries give good 
warning of the approach of the enemy, 
and the Japanese commander, observing 
no indication that the attack is being 
backed up by a really large force, deter- 
mines to hold his ground. Tlw fighting 
is evidently pretty warm, for the Rus- 
sians lose five killed and twenty wounded, 
and the Japanese have a major killed and 
nine men wounded. Out the Russians do 
not succeed in making an impression, 
and towards sunset they retire, more or 
less satisfied with the information they 
have obtained as to the strength of the 
outposts on the enemy’s right flank. 

Tow’ards the end of June the rains 
commence in earnest, and the business 
of conducting serious military operations 
begins to assume a totally diffeient 
aspect. As yet the Japanese do not 
suffer very gre.atly from the tropic.al 
dow’npour, as the mountain tracks by 
which they mo%'e dry quickly owing to 
the porous nature of the sofl. But the 
Russians are quite differently situated. 
The Hai-cheng plain is described already 
as a sea of mud, and a little later, 
practically speaking, the whole of the 
Russian main position ^Y^^ become one 
in which the intelligent co-operation of 
large forces will become extremely diffi- 
cult. There is another special difficiiltj. 


too, attached to warfare in the plains of 
Manchuria during the rainy season. 
This is the rapid growth of the grain 
called kao-liang, or sorghum, which in 
appearance resembles maize, and which, 
in the rains, shoots up to a height of 
about tw'clve feet. As this crop covers 
three-quarters of the Liao Valley its sig- 
nificance in a warlike sense may readily 
be understood. It is stated that the 
Russians during the Boxer troubles in 
1900, found movement among the kao- 
liang stalks so difficult that they made 
no attempt to advance before Ta-shi-chao 
and restore their damaged railway until 
well on in September. 

On June 26th the Japanese commence 
a concerted effort to win the crest of 
the mountains which separate General 
Kuroki’s and the Takushan Army from 
the valley of the Lino, in which lie Hai- 
cheng and Liao-yang. 

In order to understand the effect of 
this new movement — the first important 
advance which the Japanese forces, now 
between Siu-yen and Siamatse, have made 
since General Kuroki arrived at Feng- 
liwang-chcng from the Yalu — we must 
give a rapid glance at the Russian posi- 
tion, which has of late been gradually 
altering in character. For many weeks 
we saw the bulk of Kuropatkin’s army 
massed at Liao-yang, a position in which 
he had the advantage of operating on 
what are known as “interior lines.” 
Later we have the Russian Commander- 
in-Chief despatching the force under 
General StackeJberg to attempt the relief 
of Port Arthur, and this force, after its 
defeat at Telissu, does not fall b.^ck on 
Liao-yang, but remains for a time at 
K.ai-cliau, the bulk of it, apparently, 
being afterwards withdrawn a little 
further north to Ta-shi-cliao. Thus the 
Russians have, practically speaking, 
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abandoned their interior lines, and arc 
now standing' on the defensive in two 
fronts, a southern and an eastern. Pro- 
hahlj' the advanced guard troops of the 
southern front are still at Kai-chau, from 
which, about June 26th, a reconnaissance 
in force was being- made towards General 
Oku’s position at Sun-yao-chen. At the 
same date the advanced guard troops of 
the Russian eastern front were posted 
before the three passes known as the 
Fcn-shui-ling, Moticn-ling, and Ta-ling. 

This Fcn-shui-ling must not he con- 
fused with the Northern Fcn-shui-ling, 
which is near Saimatsc on the road from 
that place to Liao-yang. The Southern 
Fcn-sinii-ling is thirteen miles north-west 
of Sin-yen, and here the Russians had 
for three months been preparing to offer 
a most vigorous resistance to the Japan- 
ese advance. According to the Times 
correspondent at Tokio, they had erected 
semi-permanent forts and even barracks, 
and abundant stores and supplies had 
been collected. The hills commanding 
the defile were strongly intrenched. 
Covered ways had been made, and the 
position was further protected by ob- 
stacles such as wire entanglements, pits, 
and palisades. Fourteen battalions of 
infantry and three regiments of cavalry, 
with thirty guns, defended the position, 
which was impregnable by direct as- 
sault, without enormous sacrifices. Ac- 
cordingly, outflanking movements were 
decided upon, and three columns were 
organised from the Takushan Army, a 
front of twenty miles being covered. 
One column under Colonel Kamada 
moved against the western heights of the 
Pass ; a second, under Major-General 
Asada, took the eastern heights as its 
objective ; and a third column, under 
Major-General Mariu was sent by a wes- 
terly detour to threaten the enemy’s right 


rear. Attached to this column was an 
auxiliary force, which was sent forward 
on the night of the 25111 with orders to 
capture a line of hills to the westward, 
and so cover General Mariu’s flanking 
march. This force fought an indepen- 
dent action which lasted all the 26th, 
the Japanese bivouacking at sundown 
and renewing the attack before dawn 
on the 27th. Three Russian battalions 
and eight guns were in position, but the 
Japanese succeeded in finally carrying the 
heights. 

l>y II a.m. on June 27th General 
Mariu’s column had worked round to the 
westward, driving back two of the 
enemy’s battalions, and establishing itself 
in a position threatening the right rear of 
Fcn-shui-ling. 

General Asada’s column also encoun- 
tered some 2,000 of the enemy, which 
it had to drive back before gaining, on 
the night of the 26th, a position on the 
slopes of the eastern heights of the Pass. 
Here guns were posted, but when these 
opened fire at 5 a.m. on the morning of 
the 27th, it was found impossible to make 
headway against the Russian artillery in 
the forts, which had the advantage of 
firing with ranges previously marked. 
However, General Asada continued his 
pounding, and also detached a regiment 
which, diverging eastward, succeeded by 
10 a.m. in getting round the enemy’s left. 

Colonel Kamada’s column, on the 
night of June 26th, moved against the 
western heights, and by 7 a.m. had cap- 
tured a position from which Fen-shui-ling 
could be enfiladed. Like General Asada, 
Colonel Kamada at once opened fire, and, 
under cover of the cannonade, sent his 
infantry to work round the Russian right. 

Thus, by 8 a.m. on June 27th, another 
of those tactical successes has been 
gained which are only arrived at by the 
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most careful calculation combined with 
^i^>:orolls and complete accomplishment of 
preliminary steps. General Mariu is 
marching- to the Russian right rear ; on 
tlic western heights Is Colonel Kamada 
with his artillery in position raking the 
Pass, and witli his infantry creeping 
round the Russian right ; while on the 
eastern hciglits General Asada is shelling 
the forts, one of his regiments having 
already outflanked tlic Russians on their 
left. 

Tile Russians arc not slow to perceive 
how completely tliey have been outman* 
oeuvred, and by 8 a.m. their artillery has 
ceased firing, and preparations for a 
general retreat iiavc been commenced. 

There arc those who, even with some 
knowledge of the subject, affect to des- 
pise “ manoeuvring, " and it is a fact that 
the size of modern armies often renders 
this impassible, since, where an immense 
front is held, the time which would 
be occupied in working round an enemy’s 
flank might mean dangerous delay and 
other risks. But it will be long before 
the right kind of manoeuvring ceases to 
be applicable to many operations of war, 
and he will be a foolish general who 
neglects methods which may enable him 
to effect comparatively impossible objects 
at comparatively insignificant cost. Of 
such manoeuvring the concerted attacks 
on the Fen-shui-ling are a splendid ex- 
ample; but it must be carefully borne in 
mind that the actual struggle for the Pass 
cannot fairly be regarded as an entirely 
distinct and independent performance. 

It is quite conceivable that if the Taku- 
shan Army had attempted the difficult 
feat of driving a large Russian force out 
of the Fen-shui-ling a week or two after 
it had landed, it would either have been 
disastrously repulsed, or have suffered 
\'ery sanguinary losses. Some weeks 


ago it would have been no easy matter 
to organise, much less to carry out, such 
an elaborate combined movement as this. 
Here were then large forces of Cossacks 
w'orking among the mountains between 
the Russian and Japanese positions,. and 
these might have sadly hampered, the 
accurate .timing necessary to make the 
advance. of the three columns. .effective. 
The Cossacks have now, mostly Ibeen 
drawn away to the Russian southern 
front, and the incessant fighting’ which 
has been carried on by General Kuroki’s 
Army has been largely effective in forcing 
the Russians to occupy only a few ad- 
vanced positions instead of holding the 
wliole forrv'ard line more or less strongly. 
Thus, while .the .combined manoeuvring 
which preceded the capture of the Fen- 
shui-ling is very noteworthy .and, ex- 
tremely interesting, it must: not /be too 
freely accepted as a-' self -contained 
achievement, but rather as a brilliant sup: 
plement to all the tedious work of the 
previous four or five weeks. 

But, although the Japanese have by 
8 a.m. on June syth already tactically 
won the Fen-shui-ling, we must not for- 
get that there is still work to .be. done 
before the fruits of this not inconsiderable 
triumph can be tasted. Although the 
Russian retreat has commenced, there 
are still brave Russian troops in the 
trenches, and these are protected by some 
ugly obstacles. ' . ' 

General Asada’s troops on the slopes 
of the .eastern heights, of .the: Pass arc 
apparently the first to take^advantage of 
the Russian inclination to retire.-. With 
the help of the Engineers gaps are made 
in the:paH5adcs, the entanglements are 
cut, and then, with a rousing.** Ban7ai ! 
the infantry rush the. position dn front 
of. them, and gain, the .summit of the 
eastern heights ‘at 1 1 a.m. ; From this 
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point tliey can see the Russians in full 
retreat, after destroying' their magazines 
and stores, in the direction of To-mu- 
cJian (Shi-mu-cheng) on the Hail-cheng 
road. General Asada orders up his artil- 
lery, and, planting it on the heights, he 
inflicts considerable loss upon the vanish- 
ing enemy. It is afterwards found that 
the Russians have left ninety dead on the 
main line alone, besides losing eighty- 
eight prisoners, including six officers. 
The Japanese, too, have suffered some- 
what severely, having 180 casualties, but 
this loss is, of course, insignificant com- 
pared with that which must have resulted 
from a frontal attack. 

Nor docs the struggle for the Fen-shui- 
ling end even here. For during the 
afternoon of June 27th the Russians, 
evidently maddened at the thought of 
ha^ing lost the control of such an im- 
portant gateway, make an attempt to 
recapture the position with three bat- 
talions and sixteen guns. Time after 
time they attack, but the Japanese have 
quite made good their foothold, and at 
7.30 p.m. the Russians are finally driven 
back. 

While a portion of the Takushan Army 
is engaged in the capture of the Fen- 
shui-hng, General Kuroki is making an 
equally successful, and Jess laborious, 
attempt to gain possession of other im- 
portant passes. On June sdlh the Ta- 
ling was occupied by five Russian bat- 
talions and sixteen guns. On the morn- 
ing of the 27th the Japanese attacked the 
position with, according to Russian ac- 
counts, about one division of infantry — 
the Guards, it is reported — and three bat- 
teries of artillery. A short but sharp 
engagement ensues, which results in a 
Russian withdrawal towards To-mu-chan. 
The Japanese do not, however, hold this 
Pass, possibly owing to the fact that it 


is becoming increasingly difficult to bring 
Up supplies and guns, without which any 
effective occupation is impossible. For 
the same reason the Russians, although 
they are at first reported to have regained 
their lost ground, make no present at- 
tempt in that direction, and for some time 
the two forces bivouac on each side of 
the Pass, the Japanese probably secure 
in the thought that having once out- 
flanked the position they can readily ren- 
der it again untenable by similar tactics. 

But the advantage of a successful 
flanking movement is demonstrated yet 
more clearly in the case of the formidable 
Motien-ling, in which it has been con- 
fidently expected that the Russians would 
make a stubborn stand. The Pass is one 
which has been regarded by experts as 
affording quite extraordinary facilities for 
defence, and General Kuropatkin had 
evidently relied upon his position here to 
offer a serious barrier to the pushful 
enemy. As at Fen-shui-ling, important 
works appe.'tr to have been constructed, 
and the Pass is held by 2,000 men of all 
arms under the command of Count 
Keller. The Japanese, however, have 
made acquaintance with the Motien-ling 
before, and, not only in the 'course of the 
war with China, but in the ten years that 
have since elapsed, have lost no chance 
of completing their knowledge of this 
mountainous district. When, therefore, 
the time comes to force this important 
Pass the Japanese appear dramatically on 
the Russian flank by means of a mountnm 
track, and Count Keller’s force retires to 
the strong field-works near Lien-shan- 
kwan, from which the approach to the 
Pass is commanded. On June 30th the 
Japanese advance in greater force and 
occupy the Moticn-ling, at the same time 
sending forward troops to deal with the 
Lien-shan-kwan works. Evidently here 
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again a flanking movement is carried out, 
for the Russians desert their well-planned 
and elaborate entrenchments without 
firing a shot. 

We may look forward a little into July 
in order to place on record here the 
circumstance that at dawn on July 4th 
the Russians, under cover of a thick fog, 
attack the Japanese outposts at Motien- 
ling with great determination. Three 
separate assaults are delivered by two 
infantry battalions, and some very severe 
hand-to-hand fighting with the bayonet 
follows. This must have been a most 
vigorous little engagement, for the 
Japanese had fifteen killed and thirty 
wounded, including an officer, and the 
Russians, who were eventually repulsed 
and chased westward for four miles, left 
thirty dead and fifty wounded on the field. 

Meanwhile the northern Fcn-shui-ling 
near Saimatse is occupied without fight- 
ing, on June 29th, by a detachment from 
General Kuroki’s right, thus finally 


giving the Japanese armies a new and 
advanced line, from which the approaches 
to Ta-shi-kao, Hai-cheng, Liao-yang, and 
even Mukden arc controlled. But it does 
not follow that any immediate advance 
will take place, for the nature of the 
country is being completely altered by 
the torrents of rain. In the valleys the 
flooded rivers are taking up more and 
more space, and, convenient as the moun- 
tain paths may be for incidental opera- 
tions, they do not afford facilities for 
such an advance as will be necessary be- 
fore combined pressure can be put on the 
Russian position. 

On July 6th Marshal Oyama, to whose 
appointment as Commander - in - Chief 
reference has already been made, leaves 
Tokio, accompanied by General Kodama 
and his Staff. The scene at the depar- 
ture of the veteran leader for the front 
is one of extraordinary enthusiasm. The 
whole eity is decked with flags, and the 
streets are lined with cheering crowds. 



COSSACKS AND A CHINESE CART. 

{By permission, from “ The Real Siberia," by J, Foster Fraser.) 
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CHx\PTER XXXV. 

THE FLEET AT PORT ARTHUR— REPAIRS— THE HARBOUR ENTRANCE— THE SQUADRON 
EMERGES— A REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENT- TOGO ON THE WATCH— AN ACTION 
EXPECTED — DAEFLED HOPES — ^TORPEDO ATTACKS. 


A t the commcnccmcrit of the fourth 
• week In June there is probably a 
good deal of suppressed excitement at 
Port Arthur, at any rate in higher naval 
circles. During the past fortnight there 
has been a considerable exodus of China- 
men employed in the dockyard, and we 
may be very sure that this would not have 
been permitted by the authorities unless 
there could be a prospect that the ser- 
vices of these skilled artificers could be 
safely dispensed with. It is, of course, 
important to relieve a besieged fortress as 
far as possible of the burden of non-com- 
batant inhabitants, but the work in the 
machine shops on the damaged ships has 
been extraordinarily heavy, and the 
Chinese employed in them have until 
lately been worth a great deal more than 
their food. But about the second week 
in June, as has been noticed in Chapter 
XXIX., permission is being freely ac- 
corded to the Chinamen to leave Port 
Arthur, from which we may infer not only 
that the work on the injured war vessels 
has begun to slacken, but that an at- 
tempt is about to be made by the Fleet 
which may render the further presence of 
a large number of hungry dockyard hands 
unnecessary. 

Incidentally it may be mentioned that 
some of the Chinamen who have found 
their way this time from Port Arthur to 
Chifu speak rather disparagingly of the 
manner in which the repairs to the 
damaged Russian ships have been carried 


out. According to these, perhaps, rather 
doubtful witnesses, the method chiefly 
adopted has been to place sheets of steel 
over the holes made by shells and tor- 
pedoes, without any attempt to replace 
the crushed ribs. This may serve to ex- 
plain something of what follows, and, in 
any case, does not seem improbable in 
view of the labour necessary to repair at 
all thoroughly warships which have been 
really badly knocked about. 

As a matter of fact, there are some 
cases of “ crippled ducks at Port 
Arthur in which complete restoration to 
activity is impossible with the appliances 
locally available. Thus, the Rtivtsan^ 
which was torpedoed on the night of 
February 8th, is described as having been 
badly holed below the water-line in the 
vicinity of her engine-room. “ Her 
pumping and other auxiliary machinery 
was buckled and smashed, and her 
frames, angle ribs, and plating buckled 
and thrown out of alignment over a con- 
siderable area forward and aft of the rent 
made by the well-aimed Japanese torpedo. 
The structural damage caused to the ves- 
sel altered her alignment to such an ex- 
tent that her main shafting buckled badly. 

. . . The only use to which the Retvisan 
could be put after her mauling was that 
of a floating battery.” Another badly 
damaged ship was the Tsarevitch, which 
suffered great injury to her main steering 
gear. In this case, however, the Russians 
have been lucky in being able to supply, 
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before it was too late, a deficiency which 
could not have been locally dealt with. 
Allusion has already been made twice to^ 
that useful train which Colonel Spiri- 
donoff succeeded in pushing through to 
Port Arthur almost immediately before 
the place was isolated. It seems that, in 
addition to war material and electric 
lighting plant, that last train carried a 
new rudder sent out by the French firm 
which built the Tsarevitch. Otherwise 
this fine battleship could never have made 
for the open sea under her own steam 
without serious risk of coming to grief. 

When these and numerous other dis- 
abilities come to be considered, it is not 
surprising that some incredulity should 
have been aroused by a telegram pub- 
lished throughout Russia on June 20th, 
in which Admiral Alexeieff categorically 
stated, on the authority of the Admiral 
Commanding the Russian Fleet at Port 
Arthur, that every one of the damaged 
Russian battleships, cruisers, and tor- 
pedo-boats at Port Arthur had at last 
been restored to full and complete 
efficiency. It was felt by those who un- 
derstood what structural damage to a 
warship means, and who had some know- 
ledge of the dockyard accommodation and 
facilities at Port Arthur, that restoration 
to full and complete efficiency was in the 
circumstances absolutely out of the ques- 
tion. Still, a coming revelation was to 
show that at least some remarkable re- 
sults had been attained, and that in what 
is known as “ repository work ” the Rus- 
sians had been quite extraordinarily suc- 
cessful considering their limitations. 
Later, perhaps, a doubt may be engen- 
dered whether the action of the authori- 
ties in encouraging a number of skilled 
workmen to leave a dockyard in which 
their services may yet be required was 
not a little premature. 


But, before we pass to the revelation 
in question, we may profitably study 
another circumstance which renders the 
difficulties of the naval situation at Port 
Arthur extremely grave, however heroic 
and fortunate may have been the efforts 
made to remove the traces of torpedo 
and shell explosions on the various ships. 
This is the state of the entrance channel 
leading into the harbour, which, apart 
from the sunken merchantmen, is such as 
to hamper greatly a squadron wishing to 
get quickly out to sea. The present 
depth of the channel at low water, accord- 
ing to a well-informed French writer, 
is six metres (i metre = 3'28o feet). 
“ Consequently,” says the Times military 
critic, commenting on this statement, 
“ the Novik, with a draught of 5m. 70, 
is alone able to leave or enter port at all 
hours, a fact which explains the constant 
activity of this cruiser. On the other 
hand, such ships as the Pobieda, Poltava, 
and Peresviet draw 8m. 30, and as the 
mean depth at high water is at present 
only 8m. 70, it is only during the compara- 
tively brief period of high tide, and only 
then by day, that the battleships can put 
to sea. Whether due to the sunken 
steamers or to natural causes, the channel 
is extremely narrow, so much so that it 
takes half an hour for a battleship to 
leave port. Even by interpolating cruisers 
between battleships . . . the number of 
vessels that can go out in one tide is 
limited. It may be recalled that when 
the squadron put to sea before war was 
declared the operation took three days. 
Even after the first losses it was unable 
to put to sea at one tide, and can only 
accomplish this feat to-day in five hours 
with the utmost difficulty.” 

The significance of the foregoing de- 
tails with reference to repairs and tides 
will presently be apparent. For the 



422 


HISTORY OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR. 


moment we wi/f revert lo what was said 
at the commencement of this chapter as 
to tJic probable state of excitement in 
Tort Arthur when it ijecomes known that, 
whether completely or incompletely re- 
stored to n state of elTicicncyi the Fleet 
is obviously once more in something like 
working order, and that evidently some 
early advantage is to be taken of this 
fact. One can understand that, although 
some regret may be experienced at the 
possible departure of the squadron to 
seek a junction with the cruiser division 
at \*ladivostok, the garrison may con- 
template with pride and satisfaction the 
chance that in the near future the naval 
strength of Russia may be reasserted. 
There is also the prosafe fact to be con- 
sidered that, as long as the ships remain 
in harbour, they are of very small prac- 
tical use, and for defence purposes might 
be almost dispensed with in view of the 
heavy armament of the Golden Hill and 
Tiger’s tail forts. On the other hand, 
their dally consumption of stores is very 
considerable, and really hearty co-opera- 
tion of the sailors with the military por- 
tion of the garrison does not seem 
possible. Well then may the beleagured 
soldiers and civilians feel that if the naval 
authorities are justified in asserting that 
their waterfowl can swim, even if they 
cannot fly, the sooner that interesting 
statement is demonstrated on an impres- 
sive scale, and in a practical fashion, the 
better. 

Turning now abruptly to the Japanese, 
we find that at Tokio the prevailing im- 
pression seems to be that the condition 
of affairs as regards the Port Arthur Fleet 
is well-nigh hopeless. Telegraphing on 
the evening of June axst, the Times cor- 
respondent at the Japanese capital sa35 
that accounts received in Japan from 
Chinese sources indicate that success has 


hitherto not attended the Russians 
strenuous efforts to free the entrance tc 
Port Arthur. The Novik's recent pass- 
age out — this occurred on June 14th, and 
will be found referred to in Chapter 
XXIX. of the present narrative— was 
only accomplished with the help of tugs. 
“ The destroyers,” the correspondent re- 
marks, ” alone are able to leave the har- 
bour, and are occupied in removing 
mines.” He adds, “there is nothing 
now to indicate an intention on the part 
of the Russians to make a sortie with the 
squadron. Apparently, General StoesseJ 
is staking everything on his capacity to 
resist the Japanese assault, and if he fails 
he will blow up the remnants of his 
squadron.” 

But, notwithstanding this confidence at 
Tokio in the immobility of the Russian 
squadron, the sagacious Togo has been 
leaving nothing to chance. He has noted 
the specially vigorous efforts which the 
Russians have been making during the 
last few days to clear the passage, and, 
in view of a possible sortie, has given 
instructions that a plan similar to the one 
followed on April 73th is to be adopted. 
In other words, an effort is to be made to 
decoy the Russian fleet by means of a 
xveak cruiser squadron, while the battle 
squadron remains within easy striking 
distance. Such, at least, is the Tims 
correspondent’s account, although it 
seems strange that Admiral Togo should 
again so soon employ this particular ruse. 

It may be added that, in any case, the 
trick appears to have been quite unsuc- 
cessful, since apparently the Russians 
mistook what may have been intended as 
a decoy squadron for scouts. The de- 
tail, however, is not one of paramount 
importance. The main point is that on 
the morning of June 23rd Admiral Togo 
was evidently some distance — thirty miles 
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it is said — from Port Arthur, and he does 
not seem to have been apprised of the 
events of the past night quite so quickly 
as might have been expected from the 
previous efficient working of the Japanese 
system of wireless telegraphy. 

For it is not until ii a.m. that Admiral 
Togo receives the astonishing message 
from the picket ship stationed off Port 


flotilla accompanied by the small cruiser 
Novik. During the morning of the 23rd 
the laborious task of working the big 
ships out of the harbour was continued, 
and about 2 p.m. the Japanese decoy or 
scouting squadron, whichever it may have 
been, Avitnessed a very remarkable spec- 
tacle. Temporarily at anchor in the 
roadstead lay, Avith one exception — the 
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Arthur that a large portion of the enemy’s 
Fleet has emerged from the harbour, and 
that the operation is still in progress ! 

As far as can be gathered from the 
rather conflicting accounts of this excit- 
ing episode, only three Russian battle- 
ships and four cruisers had succeeded in 
getting out of the harbour during the 
night of the 22nd. They are said to have 
been piloted out by merchantmen in order 
to unmask any newly-laid mine-field. 
Further, the exposed flank to the east- 
ward had been guarded by a destroyer 


sunk PeU'opavlovsk — all the battleships 
which Russia had at Port Arthur at the 
commencement of the War, namel)q the 
Tsarevitch, flying the flag of Rear- 
Admiral Vitoff, the Retvisan, Poltava, 
Sevastopol, Peresviet, and Pobieda, to- 
gether with the cruisers Bay an, Pallada, 
Diana, Askold, and Novik, and fourteen 
destroyers. In all a fleet of twenty-five 
Avarships, barely one-half of which it had 
been thought a week ago were fit for 
duty. The mere appearance outside the 
harbour of this squadron is a lasting testi- 
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JMonj to the vitaJIty of tlic Russian Navy, 
and to the reluctance of those controlling 
Its destiny in the Far East to acknowledge 
that a ship is /lers de combat, c\cn thougJj 
slic ma‘5 have been battered almost out 
of recognition, and — to quote the single 
Case of the Ackold — have sunk apparently 
never to rise again. 

In the liistory of the War up to dale 
there has liardjy been any episode more 
dramatic than this striking apparition 
outside Port Arthur of a “ Fleet in 
being,” previously believed, even by ex- 
perts, to have consisted mainly of ships 
merely waiting for the moment when the 
melancholy order should be given for 
them to be blown in pieces in order to 
escape falling into the enemy’s hands. 
Nor is it easy to avoid a feeling of regret 
that, after such a marvellous exhibition 
of skill and industry in the matter of 
clTccting most extensive and difficult re- 
pairs, the resuscitated Port Arthur Fleet 
should not have made, if not a better 
fight, at least a more spirited dash for 
liberty. 

While the last ships arc emerging from 
the harbour the covering destroyers have 
a smart fight with three Japanese divi- 
sions of destroyers which have arrived on 
the scene and come swiftly into action. 
With the assistance of the Novtk this first 
lapanese attack is beaten off. 

At 2 p.m. the Russian squadron, pre- 
ceded by a flotilla of mine dredgers, and 
Covered by the torpedo-craft and the little 
Eovtk, Steams in line ahead towards the 
open sea, the Tsarevitch leading. Having 
emerged from the roads without a mis- 
hap, it shapes a course southward, and 
sends back the mine-dredgers to port 
under an escort of armed picket boats. 

It is at this juncture, at a little past 
6 p.m., when the Russian Fleet, which 
now has the decoy or scouting cruisers on 


its port beam, sights the main Japanej 
Fleet coming up behind the latter, 
thrilling period follows, during which hot 
the Russian and Japanese commandei 
must be the prey of very conflictin 
emotions. One can imagine the forme 
counting with the keenest anxiety th 
number of his antagonist’s vessels, i. 
order to reckon his chances of a success 
ful engagement. He is probably unde 
no illusion as to the inferiority of hi: 
own individual ships, but he may wel 
have hoped that the strain of assisting 
the land operations, as well as the desirt 
of wreaking vengeance on the Vladi 
vostok squadron for the loss of th( 
Hitachi Marti and Sado Martin may hav< 
caused considerable detachments to have 
been made from Admiral Togo’s squad* 
ron. The latter commander, we may be 
sure, is full of eager expectation that 
now at last the moment for which he has 
longed and waited so patiently has 
arrived. Since his last encounter with a 
representative portion of the Port Arthur 
Fleet he has lost one of his finest battle- 
ships, the Jiatuist^ but he has still a noble 
squadron under his command, and his 
ships are all in first-class fighting trim. 
Small wonder then, that he gives chase, 
and that every Japanese naval officer and 
bluejacket under him feels his blood ting- 
ling with the glorious prospect of testing 
on the open seas the relative merits of 
the two main fleets of Russia and Japan. 

The Japanese official reports are silent 
as to the exact constitution of Admiral 
Togo’s squadron on this momentous 
occasion, the Admiral merely saying that 
he " advanced with the W’ho/e fleet except 
vessels on special mission.” But the 
Russian report says that the Jap.anese 
squadron, which w.^s stc^iming in divi- 
sions in line ahead, was found to he 
composed of four first-efass and one 
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sccond'dass bnttleship, four armoured 
first-efass cruisers, seven second, and five 
third-class cruisers^ one scout and one 
steamer, as well as thirty torpedo-boats 
in two di\isions. This force ■will have 
included the decoy or scouting- squadron, 
which is leading the battleships in line 
ahead, at a mile interval, wiili the three 
destroyer divisions on the port beam. 
The battleships arc followed also at a mile 
interval by the first cruiser squadron. 

Tile Japanese ships, stcamingr at full 
speed, rapidly gain on the Russian squad- 
ron, and between six and seven both 
fleets hoist their battle-flags and, to quote 
the Tmes correspondent, to whom the 
writer is chiefly indebted for the account 
of this notable operation, it seems that 
the naval battle of the War is imminent. 
And what a battle it would have been ! 
Fought in the Strait which lies between 
the Kwang-tung and Shang-tung Pro- 
montories, at the entrance to that great 
Gulf of Pe-chi-Il, in which so many of 
the dim possibilities of Asiatic politics 
are locked up, it could hardly have been 
otherwise than decisive, and might con- 
ceivably have foreshadowed the early 
termination of the War. Although, too, 
only two or three hours of daylight re- 
mained, who knows what terrific blows 
might not have been exchanged even in 
this brief interval, without reckoning the 
chances of a continuation of the grim 
conflict far into the watches of a moonlit 
night? But it is not to be. The fleets 
are not to separate without some sharp 
fighting, but it is time to dispel the 
illusion that a greater combat will take 
place^ and that in another hour the la-in. 
guns of the battleships may be roaring; 
swift cruisers may be striving to out- 
manoeuvre ships of their own class in 
order to bring a heavier weight of metal 
to bear upon their sides; and the little 


destroyers eagerly seeking for their < 
portunity to rush in and disable soi 
monster, a srng/e discharge from one 
whose smaller guns at a less preoccupi 
moment would wreck them hopeless! 
For we are on the heels of what, ape 
from the humanitarian aspect — ^it mu 
not bo forgotten, by the way, that a d 
cish’c victory is not always an inhum: 
thing — may surely be classed as one < 
the sharpest disappointments of model 
war. 

Having greatly lessened the distanc 
between his fleet and that which he i 
pursuing, Admiral Togo for some tim 
steers a parallel course at a range c 
about nine miles, and then bears in. Th 
Russians immediately change thei 
course as many points, and this man 
oeuvre is repeated several times, until th< 
Russians are steering due west. It ii 
now about 7.30, and the Russian Admira 
decides to put an end to a situation whicl 
is rapidly becoming acute. He is undei 
the impression that the Japanese are 
preparing to place a division of cruisers 
and torpedo-craft between him and the 
Kwang-tung Promontory in order that, 
during the night, they may force, by per- 
sistent torpedo attacks, some of the Rus- 
sian ships to break their formation, thus 
leading up to an advantageous engage- 
ment in the morning. Admiral Togo’s 
actual procedure does not seem to wai- 
rant this belief, and the probability is 
that, had the Russians continued on their 
course, they would have experienced 
something heavier than persistent tor- 
pedo attacks in the course of the next 
few hours. Be this as it may, the Rus- 
sian Commander comes to one definite 
conclusion, n.amely, that he will not fight, 
and proceeds to act on it by putting over 
his helm and steering directly for Port 
Arthur. 
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of the intllvklual soldier, 
the Ru.ssian Army tlic trot 
officer fjcncrally has to t1 
for himself but for each and 



OESEBAL SAMPSOSOFF 


the men under him if he expects the ■ 
results in anything like unfavourable 
cumstances. It is only occasionally t 
the Russian soldier acting independen 
can be found to display such lew 
headedness, not to speak of marksmai 
ship, as that exhibited by a spy name 
Volkoff, whose adventures, recountet 
in the Russian papers, are transcribed aj 
follows by the St. Petersburg Correspon- 
dent of the Central News: — 

“ I shaved my hair in front like a 
Chinaman, tied on a pigtail, and put on 
a Chinese dress with slippers and hat. 
On the 19th (July), while a cross fire was 
going on, I seized the opportunity, and 
slipped away into the Japanese lines. 

“ They were at the moment advancing 
towards our troops, and were so busy 
that no one noticed me, and I passed 


■ * 






wonderful reputation, the Pass 
really defensible. According- 
Special Correspondent of the . 
“ the position is a forest-clad 
about one thousand feet above 
and valley, and traversed by a : 
winding path. The mountain is 
with angles and ‘ dead ’ grc 
which large bodies of them co 
perfect security. The slopes s 
and there is no field of fi 
Russians had, therefore, formed 
estimate of the tactical featun 
Pass, and had not wasted their 
on any defensive works.” T 
interesting new view which. 
Correspondent quoted remark; 
necessarily upset by the first 
attack upon the Japanese outpc 
Motien-ling. This attack of 
may have been an effort not sc 
recover a valuable position j 
retard a threatening advance. 
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by selling' nil sorts of rubbishy food and 
other wares to the passing soldiers. 

“ Outside the railway station, away to 
the right, a distinct mountain marks the 
beginning of the series of bills which He 
between Liao-yang and the fighting to 
the south. On the west no mountains, 
but a Hat alluvial plain, every visible 
square inch of it cultivated like a nursery 
garden, strctclics smoothly aw.ay to the 
horizon, beyond which the hro.ad Liao 
stretches its impassable barrier. To the 
northward, again no mountains— only the 
long Liao valley, through which a low 
embankment, like a single upturned 
furrow, holds up the railway line above 
the muds and the floods of the soon* 
coming rainy season. Little culverts 
innumerable intersect it, and here and 
there considerable bridges where water* 
courses and rivers coming from the hills 
to the eastward make their way across 
the valley to the Liao. The watercourses 
are dry now, but the stones and boulders 
which strew the deep channel show the 
force with w’hich the waters rush down 
from the mountain-sides.” 

From Mr. Douglas Story of the Daily 
Express w’e may borrow a couple of 
anecdotes which he relates as part of a 
budget he acquired in “ the Earl’s Court 
of Liao-yang,” the little pleasure-garden 
that has been laid out beneath the shade 
of the Ta-Pagoda, where in the evening 
the band plays and the Russian officers 
congregate. ” It was here I heard the 
story of Captain Worolsoff, the sole 
survivor of Colonel Muller’s battery of 
artillery from the cruel fight of Kiu-lien- 
cheng. I had seen the captain in 
hospital, lying very quiet and very grey, 
with a leg shattered by fragments of a 
Japanese shell. He had told me nothing 
of the deed that had brought this disaster 
upon him, had merely taken from a purse 


at his bedside a jagged piece of iron and 
passed it to me, quietly smiling — 
sufficient comment from a soldier. 

” I heard his tale in the sliade of the 
imperturbable pagoda, learned how, on 
that bloody first of May, he bad stood by 
his guns as on parade, holding his men to 
their posts, demanding from them all the 
niceties of discipline — head back, chest 
out, shoulders square, feet properly at 
attention — til! every officer of the battery 
was dead or wounded, and he at length, 
too, fell crippled by a bursting shrapnel.” 

It was in this garden, too, that a little 
incident occurred which shows the 
Russi.an officer in a more chivalrous light 
than that In which he sometimes appears 
to us through his own indifference to our 
sort of sentiment. The news had come 
that a message of condolence had been 
received from the Japanese with reference 
to the sinking of the Veiropavlosk and its 
gallant sailors. " An officer rose and 
proposed a toast to the enemy. The 
toast was received and drunk in all 
sincerity by those kind and simple 
soldiers of the Tsar.” 

From Liao-yang we pass to Mukden, 
which is now becoming crow'ded with 
soldiers, but which is soon to lose some 
of its official importance by reason of the 
Viceroy’s departure for Vladivostok. 
There would seem to be lively times in 
store for both Liao-yang and Mukden in 
the near future. Such forebodings may 
extend even to Harbin itself. It is, per- 
haps, significant that Kuropatkin has 
recently ordered the removal from Harbin 
of all the numerous hangers-on whom a 
variety of inducements has tacked on to 
the skirts of the Russian forces in the 
Far East, and who, in the event of a 
possible retreat to this great junction, 
would have been an unmitigated 
nuisance. 
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pardon, stretches smoothly away to the 
horizon, beyond which the bro.ad Liao 
stretches its impassable barrier. To the 
northward, apain no mountains — only the 
long Liao valley, through which a low 
embankment, like a single upturned 
furrow, holds up the railway line above 
the muds and the floods of the soon- 
coming rainy season. Little culverts 
innumerable intersect it, and here and 
there considerable bridges where water- 
courses and rivers coming from the hills 
to the eastward make their way across 
the vaUcy to t\\e Liao. The watercourses 
are dry now, but the stones and boulders 
which strew the deep channel show the 
force with which the waters rush down 
from the mountain-sides.” 

From Mr. Douglas Story of the Daily 
Express we may borrow a couple of 
anecdotes w’hich he relates as part of a 
budget he acquired in ” the Earl’s Court 
of Liao-yang,” the little pleasure-garden 
that has been laid out beneath the shade 
of the Ta-Pagoda, where in the evening 
the band plays and the Russian officers 
congregate. ” It was here I heard the 
story of Captain Worolsoff, the sole 
survivor of Colonel Muller’s battery of 
artillery from the cruel fight of Kiu-lien- 
cheng. I had seen the captain in 
hospital, lying very quiet and very grey, 
with a leg shattered by fragments of a 
Japanese shell. He had told me nothing 
of the deed that had brought this disaster 
upon him, had merely taken from a purse 


at his bedside .1 jagged piece of iron and 
passed it to me, quietly smiling — 
sufficient comment from a soldier. 

** I heard his tale in the shade of the 
imperturbable pagoda, learned how’, on 
that bloody first of May, he had stood by 
his guns as on parade, holding his men to 
their posts, demanding from them all the 
niceties of discipline — head back, chest 
out, shoulders square, feet properly at 
attention — till every officer of the battery 
was dead or wounded, and he at length, 
too, fell crippled by a bursting shrapnel.” 

It was in this garden, too, that a little 
incident occurred which shows the 
Russian officer in a more chivalrous light 
than that in which he sometimes appears 
to us through his own indifference to our 
sort of sentiment. The news had come 
that a message of condolence had been 
received from the Japanese with reference 
to the sinking of the Ettropavlosk and its 
gallant sailors. ” An officer rose and 
proposed a toast to the enemy. The 
toast was received and drunk in all 
sincerity by those kind and simple 
soldiers of the Tsar.” 

From Liao-yang we pass to Mukden, 
which is now becoming crowded with 
soldiers, but which is soon to lose some 
of its official importance by reason of the 
Viceroy’s departure for Vladivostok. 
There would seem to be lively times in 
store for both Liao-yang and Mukden in 
the near future. Such forebodings may 
extend even to Harbin itself. It is, per- 
haps, significant that Kuropatkin has 
recently ordered the removal from Harbin 
of all the numerous hangers-on whom a 
variety of inducements has tacked on to 
the skirts of the Russian forces in the 
Far East, and who, in the event of a 
possible retreat to this great junction, 
W'ould have been an unmitigated 
nuisance. 
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Between Harbin and Moscow the 
Siberian Railway has been working 
steadily, but it is becoming very evident 
that General Kuropatkin will have to 
wait a long time before he can receive 
sufficient reinforcements to enable him 
to take the field with the four or five 
hundred thousand men which he regards 
as necessary for his purpose. Various 
estimates are given of the carrying 
capacity of the line, but all accounts 
agree in placing the number of troop- 
trains very low in consequence of the 
absolute impossibility of decreasing the 
number of trains carrying supplies. The 
most likely calculation is that rather 
under 20,000 men are being carried every 


month, and, if this be accurate, Kuro- 
patkin’s outlook is rather gloomy, for his 
“war wastage” has been considerable, 
especially in the past two months, and, 
if he has received 40,000 fresh soldiers, 
probably a quarter -at least of these will 
be required to replace recent casualties. 
Meanwhile there is much to be said for 
the energy with which during the pro- 
gress of the war the construction of the 
Circum-Baikal line has been attacked and 
carried on. It is now hoped that trains 
Avill be running- on this section at the end 
of September in time to escape the 
beginning of the autumn storms, which 
are very dangerous to navigation on the 
lake. 
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In Ru'-sia itself we see little chnnjjc hi 
the conditions which have pre\ ailed since 
the outbreak of the war, unless it be In 
the daily increasing^ unpopularity of the 
orders relating to mobilisation. It was 
mentioned in a previous chapter that 
eases had occurred of the taking of drugs 
by rescMW ists in order to produce sickness 
and thus secure e\emption from military 
scrxicc, but latterly more tragically effec- 
tive measures ha\c been adopted to this 
end. Towards the end of July three 
soldiers at Schlusselburg, who were 
under orders for the front, committed 
suicide by hanging themselves, and on 
the 25th of that month a very painful 
incident occurred at Peterhof, where the 
Tsar was at the time in residence. A 
detachment of troops was entraining for 
the Far East when one of the soldiers 
suddenly left the ranks and threw himself 
under a passing engine, the wheels of 
which severed Ids head from his body. 
Even where such ghastly protests arc not 
forthcoming the resentment expressed 
against the mobilisation orders is loud 
and deep. In St. Petersburg the 
students indulge in a street demonstra- 
tion, and many arrests 'are made; while in 
provincial districts the reservists who 
have been called up have to be carefully 
restrained from talking among them- 
selves, and the populace ventilates its in- 
dignation more freely than might hav'e 
been thought possible in police-ridden 
Russia. 

In the last week of July occurs the 
assassination of M. Plehve, the Minister 
of the Interior, who was responsible for 
the massacre at Ktshineff, and whose 
severity has become a byword through- 
out Europe. It is a thoroughly Russian 
tragedy. The Minister’s carriage passes 
along the street, a bomb is hurled, the 
Minister is killed with many other in- 


nocent persons, a man is arrested, 
Nihilists arc proud and happy, the Tsar 
is deeply moved, another Minister of the 
drastic sort is appointed, and the old 
reign of cynical injustice dashed with 
political assassination bids fair to start 
aficsh. The incident docs not affect the 
war materially, except possiblv by 
widening the gulf between Russian 
olTicialism and the Russian public, 
l.cast of all docs it seem to aflcct the in- 
capacity of the Tsar to view the course 
of events in the Far East from the stand- 
point of his country’s welfare, now in such 
grave danger of being hopelessly sacri- 
ficed to ignorant obstinacy and scarcely 
honourable pride. 

Unfortunately both Russian autocracy 
and bureaucracy have the most useful 
sort of aliics in both the Church and the 
Press. According to the Russian Cor- 
respondents of the Timesy "the Russian 
Clerical Press asserts that the policy of 
the Russian Government which led to the 
war was not only Just and right, but in 
accordance with the precepts of Scripture. 
In an article entitled ‘ Our Struggle with 
Japan from a Biblical Point of View,’ the 
Strannik says that ‘ Russia has a 
providential mission to extend and main- 
tain the Orthodox faith over the whole 
world. If Manchuria were left in the 
possession of the Chinese they would not 
feel the necessity of accepting Christian- 
ity, and would remain for ever in Japan- 
ese darkness. Hence the law* of God for- 
bids the restoration of Manchuria to 
China.’ ’’ The Russia Palommky a paper 
w’hich circulates largely among the 
peasants, argues that the Emperor of 
Japan is Antichrist, and that it is there- 
fore the duty of Holy Russia to make 
war upon him. The Tserkovni Vtestnik 
declares that the war now waged by 
Russia is in accordance with the will of 




THE CAPTURE OF KIN -CHAU. 

The old Chinese wnlled town of Kin-Chau was the point d'nppni from which Genernl Oku Hunched 
his final attack upon the Russian zoorks on the Nan-Shan heights It zvas held bv a regiment 
of Siberian Rifles and a field battery. At sunrise, after a most sangutnaiy struggle, the place 
carried at the point of the bayonet by a Japanese bngade. 
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God. He ordered the Jews to exter- 
minatc the Canannilcs, and the Japanese 
arc the Canaanites of the 20lh century! 

Less pardonable than these rambUnffs 
is the injunction of the Sloscoxo Gazelle 
to the Russian commanders not to give 
any quarter to the 
Japanese : “ Our 

jfreat General Su- 
varoff,” it sajs, 

“ when he fouj»ht 
against the civilised 
Trench, \cry often 
ga\e the order ‘ no 
quarter ’ to his 
troops. This was 
not cruelty or bar- 
barism; it was 
necessity. And now 
necessity forces us, 
in this war with a 
half -sa\ age and 
barbarous nation, 
to adlicre to 
Suvaroff’s rule of 
‘no quarter.’ In 
our war with 
Japan we are like 
a man attacked 
by a viper. It 
is not enough 
to frighten it and leave it to hide in a 
bush ; it must be destroyed ; and we 
must do this without considering whether 
England and the cosmopolitan plutocracy 
object or not. To burden Russia with 
thousands of japanese prisoners spread- 
ing’ dysentery, tjphus, and cholera among 
the Russian people would, perhaps, be in 
accordance with humanitarian principles, 
but would be very unwise. No quarter 
and no prisoners should be our motto.” 

It is needless to swell the volume of 
evidence which goes to show that even 


now ofiicial Russia is trying to blind it- 
self and others to the realities of a situa- 
tion brought about chiefly by a combina- 
tion of blind arrogance and insane un- 
preparedness. Such examples as have 
been given have been selected from a 
great mass of 
material with a 
view to showing 
some of the 
broader methods 
adopted. But much 
might be added as 
to the vagaries of 
the Russian censor- 
ship, the obvious 
“cooking” of 
news, and the 
wholesale “ block- 
ing ” of articles in 
the foreign papers 
likely to instruct 
the Russian public 
as to the real state 
of affairs at the 
front. It is al- 
most refreshing 
that, even among 
the middle and 
lower classes, such 
processes should 
not be entirely successful. 

Whether the bravery of the Russian 
fighting soldier will prevail, notwith- 
standing the dissatisfaction at home, re- 
mains to be seen. But in a w’ar which 
after six months has produced little else 
but a succession of retreats and several 
ugly reverses, a nation has no dazzling 
outlook which is beginning to realise that 
in the balance with its slain sons and 
sorely taxed resources must still be 
weighed a heavy mass of ingrained 
official duplicity and ineptitude. 
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CHAPTER XLVr. 

THK Sl-coxn PHASK KN'Dl-n— THK SITUATION-— XAVAL KKIT.I-CTrONS— Mir.n’ARY P 
nn-ITIKS — COUNTINO TIIK CIOST. 


I T has already been pointed out that 
the war has now passed lhroui;!i two 
_t>:rcat piiases, tlic first lerminaltn” about 
the end of the third week in May, the 
second about tlic end of the last week in 
July. 

Let us now ascend in ;in imai^inary 
war-balloon of a paulo-posl-futuro type of 
construction, and taUe stock not only 
of the whole area of operations, but of a 
variety of considerations, international as 
well as Russo-Japanese, which combine 
to render the end of July an excellent 
point at which to round off, as it were, 
one section of this story. 

First, as comparatively little has been 
said in the two preceding- chapters about 
naval matters, let us deal with the posi- 
tions arrived at by both Japan and Ivussia 
in regard to their respective fleets. In 
order to emphasise the fact that tlic last 
week of May and the months of June and 
July constitute a distinct naval as well as 
military phase, it is expedient to antici- 
pate a little, and to state that in August 
we shall see a new set of naval con- 
ditions evolved out of an occurrence alto- 
gether different from, and in advance of, 
anything that has yet taken place in the 
course of the war. There is no need to 
go into greater detail at present. It is 
sufficient to say that, while the efforts 
that have been made hitherto by Admiral 
Togo to bring about a fleet action at sea 
have been unsuccessful, the very near 
future will brinp- ii« in Qitrlit nf 


which arc of world-wide interest am 
slructivcncss. 

Having thus lifted a corner of 
“ cloth,” behind which the next i 
scene in our drama is being set, k 
review briefly the naval events of the 
ten week's, :uk1 note how clearly they 
vey the idea of being merely prepari 
to a great and comprehensive cpij 
'J'hc record is a meagre one as fa 
actual collisions arc concerned, 
main happening of that sort has beer 
one described in Chapter XXXV., w 
to the general surprise, the Russian 1 
at Port Arthur, to the number of twe 
five — six battle-ships, five cruisers, 
fourteen destroyers — emerged from 
harbour and steamed out to sea. It 
be remembered that on this occasior 
on the fateful April I 3 lh, when the hr 
ship Fclropavlosk was sunk, the ba 
flags were hoisted and a general ac 
seemed imminent, but the Rus 
.'Vdmiral’s heart failed him, and he hui 
back to Port Arthur. Some damage 
inflicted on the Russian Fleet by 
Japanese destroyers ; but the engager 
has no decisive results, and Admiral 1 
has still to keep watch and ward over 
entrance to Port Arthur, lest any junc 
should take place between the ship; 
worked so hard to cripple and botti 
during the first phase of the war and 
Vladivostok squadron, now at the ze 
of its activity. He has, however, 
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to win the battle of \an-shan, and further, 
he has no additional Ios.ses to deplore like 
that of the Hatsiise and Yoshino^ which, 
for japan, cast such a g^Ioom over the 
tliird week in May. 

Incidentally it may be mcntionctl, as a 
supplement to the details already given 
of the cruise of tlic Naval Attaches and 
Correspondents on the Hanc/iu !\£arii, 
that t])c latter were given on July lylh 
a sight of the Japanese Fleet, and were 
even invited on board the flagship Mtkasa. 
The Admiral welcomed the Naval 
Attaches of seven nations in his private 
cabin, and afterwards received thirty 
Correspondents in the ward-room. All 
appear to have been greatly impressed by 
the magnificent spectacle presented by the 
war-worn but still spendidly cflicienl 
Navy of Japan, and, after a pleasant in- 
terchange of courtesies, the guests gave 
lhrc6 hearty cheers for the Admiral’s 
continued' victory. No special signifi- 
cance is altachcd to. this interesting meet- 
ing, but* if merits record as a somewhat 
unusual accompaniment of a stale of 
naval warfare, and it accentuates the 
transitional character of the period with 
which we are dealing. 

The performances of the Vladivostok 
squadron need no comment beyond that 
which they have already received ; but 
here, again, it may be remarked that the 
first fortnight of August has in store one 
of the strange revenges which the whirli- 
gig of Time is so fond of bringing. In 
this second phase, as to some extent in 
the first, we have seen the Gromoboi, 
Rossta, and Rurtk using their great 
strength, net in valiant opposition to the 
enemy’s warships, but in the sinking of 
transports and the harassment of foreigir 
trade. We have seen Admiral Kamimura 
foiled time and again in his efforts to 
catch these three big conger-eels, and we 


have seen Russia gloating over the 
kilter’s exploits as If they were glorious 
naval victories. Poetical justice demands 
a change of scene, and for once the de- 
mand is to be met witli dramatic swift- 
ness and completeness by historic ac- 
tuality. The end of July marks the real 
term of the original Vladivostok 
Squadron’s career of impudent destruc- 
tiveness and fortunate escape from the 
consequence of its actions, legal and 
otherwise. 

Let us turn now to the military 
situation, the critical nature of which 
could hardly be more sharply de- 
fined than it is. “The prelude to 
concerted action ’’ is the , simple and 
satisfactory definition of the work 
of the Japanese Armies during June 
and the first thirty days of July ; but 
as vve shall sec, a fresh act will com- 
mence, bn July 3JSt, for then it may be 
said that the real co-operation between 
General Oku’s, General Kuroki’s, and the 
Takushan armies begins. But we must 
take the Russian Army also into our 
purview If we are rightly to grasp the 
character of the stage at which we 
arrived. Here, too, there are signs of a 
turning-point. There may be more re- 
tirement, more desultory attempts to 
stave off the day of ultimate collision. 
But W'C have a military beginning of an 
end defined far more clearly for Russia 
at the close of July than it has been 
hitherto, and of this no one seems more 
conscious than Kuropatkin himself. In 
this case the march of events docs not 
allow us to anticipate ; but it may be 
readily foreshadowed by the most casual 
reader of the foregoing narrative that 
much must happen during the ensuing 
month of a totally different character 
from what has happened before Japan 
has worked patiently and effectively in 



AT THE END OF JULY. 

this direction, nor has Russia, in spite of dieting- utter defeat for an arm}', 
reverses, been idle. There is much in soldiers of which are not only dot 
the position at the end of July to make and tenacious, true figfhters, and, \ 
us think that Japan, having brought her properly led, capable of extraordi 
converging armies almost to a point — feats, but also, in a marked degree, 
mathematically speaking, they arc now set recuperative. We have had occ 2 
round an arc of a very small circle — has throughout the first six months of 
only to go forward, complete the envelop- war to remark this quality as one stro 
ment, and crush her adversary so badly distinctive of Russian modes of wari 



RUSSIAN PRISONERS GOING ON BOARD JAPANESE TRANSPORTS EN ROUTE FOR JAPAN. 


that he will have little further fight left Just as the Russian Fleet at Port Art 

in him for months to come. But we after having been torpedoed, shelled, 

must not jump too hastily to conclusions. otherwise knocked about so badly 

Japan knows better than any other nation even experts were inclined to regar 

but Russia — perhaps knows better than large proportion of the ships as enti 

even Russia herself — what it will cost her hors de combat, has twice succeedec 

to bring Kuropatkin finally to bay, if it making a gallant show of strengl 

be possible to force a battle on him, and though not of pluck — outside 1 

she rightly approaches the task with Arthur, so, after such a damaging de 
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were presenting: n very fairly bold front 
to the foe. The force, ajfain, which fell 
back from the Nan-shan position after an 
experience of a distinctly nerve-disturb- 
ing- character, took its place without more 
ado in the defence of Port Arthur, and 
assisted vith becoming spirit in render- 
ing the investment of that fortress a 
frightfully diflicult and costly operation. 
W’hcrc troops lack this recuperative 
power it is often safe to generalise from 
precedents, but, where the power is 
present, even if one cannot say with 
Napoleon III. font peul se relaUir, one 
should make allowances for possible up- 
sets of even the most expert calculations 
and the most likely predictions. 

The time has not yet come for us to 
rule pages of our narrative into grim 
columns showing the cost in blood and 
treasure of this great conflict. But it 
may be ^ cry roughly deduced from expert 
calculations tliat up to the end of July the 
Japanese Army, apart from Port Arthur, 
as to which no trustworthy figures arc 
yet available, has lost about 11,000 killed 


and wounded, and the Russians from 
two-and-a-half to three times that 
number. The proportion of wounded to 
killed in the ease of Japan is reckoned by 
the Times military critic at four to one, 
the proportion being rather less in the 
case of Russia. In addition, the Russians 
have lost 113 guns and 18 Maxims. 
At the end of the first six months of 
the war it is estimated that, if it con- 
tinues another six months, the total ex- 
penses spread over the year will amount 
to one hundred and sixty millions, of 
which one luindrcd millions will have 
been spent by Russia. 

Here our narrative of the first two 
phases of the war comes to a close. But, 
inasmuch as grave issues of international 
concern have arisen since war broke out, 
some of wliich still remain undecided, a 
more fitting conclusion to this, our First 
\'oIume, will be found in the succeeding 
chapter, In which an expert treats 
learnedly yet lucidly of a wide subject 
with which none but a real expert is 
competent to deal. 



A MAIK TROROIfGHFARE IN 


THE INTEKNATJONAL LAWS OF WAR, 


By AN EXPERT. 


Introductory. 

I T may possibly have occurred to many 
of the readers of this History that they 
would like to know something, if only 
a little, of the International Law (includ- 
ing the Law of Neutrality) bearing upon 
the various incidents which have taken 
place in the course of the Russo-Japanese 
war, more especially those in connection 
with maritime matters. Among these may 
be mentioned, more particularly, the cases 
of the Russian gunboat Mandjtir, the 
Fiiping, Hsiping, Mombasa, the German 
mail steamer Frinz Heinrich, and the 
British vessels Malacca and Knight Com- 
mander. 

The object of this Chapter, therefore, 
is to present, as briefly and in as popular 
a form as the subject permits, the more 
important rules relating to the proper 
conduct of hostilities. The task of deal- 
ing with so extensive and intricate a 
subject in the space of this article is not 
by any means an easy one ; but the reader 
will no doubt derive a certain amount of 
interest from its perusal, if not a great 
deal of information. 

The Law of Neutrality alone is a very 
extensive subject, and it is not possible 
to do more than deal very briefly with it 
here. 

1. — General Course of Hostilities. 
As a general rule, war is the last method 
resorted to by a State to obtain redress 
for injuries or wrongs done to it by an- 
other Power, and recourse should not be 
had to hostilities until all amicable means 
of procuring satisfaction have been tried. 
Of the various methods of amicably 
arranging disputes between nations, we 
may mention Agreement between the 
Powers, or Agreement through the inter- 
vention of another Power, and Arbitra- 
tion. 

Should amicable measures prove un- 


availing, the affronted Power may adopt 
certain forcible methods of obtaining re- 
dress — falling short of actual war, how- 
ever — such as Pacific Blockade, Embargo, 
Reprisals, Retorsion, or Naval Demon- 
stration. Let us mention these shortly. 
The Blockading of the ports or coasts of 
an offending Power has frequently been 
resorted to in modern times as a method 
of exacting redress. Some recent in- 
stances of blockades were that of 
Formosa by France in 1884, of Greece by 
the fleets of Great Britain, Austria, Ger- 
many, Russia, and Italy in 1886, and 
Crete in 1897. It may be mentioned here 
that pacife blockades differ from those 
effected during hostilities in this respect, 
that in the former case the blockading 
forces cannot seize the ships of third 
parties ; but once war has commenced, 
any neutral ships which may try to run 
the blockade are liable to be captured and 
confiscated. Embargo signifies the 
provisional sequestration of ships or 
property. Being merely an act of se- 
questration, the ships or other property 
are released as soon as disputes are at an 
end; but should war break out they are 
liable to confiscation. 

An example of Reprisal was the bom- 
bardment of Foochow by the French in 
1884. It is, in its ordinary sense, tlie 
seizure by a Po\ver of property on the 
high seas, or in the territory or territorial 
waters of another Power. Reprisals are 
either public or private, the former being 
where a State authorises its officers or 
agents to seize the property or citizens of 
another State, and the latter being those 
in which the State gives Letters of 
Marque to private individuals. This 
latter form is, however, seldom adopted 
in time of peace. 

In the Chino-Japanese war of 1894, 
Japan did her best to discourage acts of 
reprisal or revenge, it being her wish to 
carry on the war by civilised methods as 
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far as possible ; and she prohibited the 
employment of privateers, and strictly 
forbade plunder, even of the most trivial 
character. There is a limit even to 
Japanese patience, however ; and in the 
present war, owing to an attack in 
Tebruary, 1904, by the Russian Vladi- 
\ostock squadron upon two unarmed 
merchant vessels, one of which was sunk 
with a loss of 100 lives, the Japanese 
Government threatened the severest 
measures of reprisal, more especially as 
Japan had given Russian merchantmen 
freedom of her seas until the tCth Febru- 
ary. In fact, this act of the Russian 
squadron was regarded as a ease of out- 
rageous piracy. Retorsion merely means 
retaliation. It is usually resorted to in 
eases of discourtesy, unfriendliness, in- 
justice, or harshness. 

A state of war is usually set up by the 
first open act of hostility, and it is no 
longer necessary for one I’owcr to address 
a formal Declaration of War to the other. 
In the war of 1894 between China and 
Japan, a formal Declaration w'as made by 
the latter on August 1st, 1894, China’s 
being issued the next day. A state of 
war had, however, been in existence as 
long before as the 25th July, for on that 
date a Japanese squadron engaged some 
Chinese warships which were escorting 
transports with troops on board. One 
of these transports, the Kow Shingy was 
fired on and sunk, and the incident caused 
considerable outcry and discussion at the 
time. Moreover, at the same date Asan 
had been captured by the Japanese. In 
the present war Japan broke off her dip- 
lomatic relations with Russia on the Ctli 
February, 1904, and the W’ar commenced 
with the first act of hostility on the part 
of the Russians, their gunboat Kortetz 
having fired on some Japanese trans- 
ports and their escort off Chemulpo. On 
the nth February, 1904, Japan delivered 
her formal Declaration of War, and on 
the same date Declarations of Neutrality 
were made by Great Britain and all the 
other great pow’ers. 

Our space will only allow of our touch- 
ing very lightly upon the effects of war 
on property and persons With respect 
to ireatiesy the effect of war is to abrogate 
some and suspend others. Property ac- 


quires an “enemy character’’ according 
to circumstances. With a few ex- 
ceptions, property of the enemy can be 
seized in any place w’here hostilities may 
be carried on ; and as a general rule, an 
enemy’s property found at sea is liable to 
seizure and confiscation, unless it is con- 
nected with its owner’s neutral domicile. 

As regards the effect of war upon 
person.s, we naturally consider combatanls 
in the first place, ^.lcmbcrs of the public 
armed forces of the enemy, being com- 
batants, armed, and offering resistance, 
arc liable to direct destruction of life and 
limb, by the laws of war ; and on sur- 
render, to treatment as prisoners of W’ar. 
Where hostilities arise between two 
countries, one of which is to a certain 
extent subordinate to the other, the 
question arises whether the armed com- 
batants in the subordinate country should 
be placed in the category of belligerents 
or not. Of late years the tendency has 
been to acknowledge them as belligerents, 
and Great Britain acted on that principle 
in the Boer War with regard to the 
irregular combatants of the Transvaal 
and Orange Free State. The same ques- 
tion arose in the Frnnco-Gcrman war of 
1870, with respect to the Fratics-Ureursy 
and Count Bismarck announced to the 
French Government that only those 
h'rcnchmen who could at riple-shot dtsiauee 
be recognised as soldiers would be con- 
sidered and treated as such by the 
Prussians. By the Conference of Brussels^ 
1874, bodies of men under some re- 
sponsible leader, conforming to the usages 
of w'ar, and sufficiently distinguished by 
certain marks, are to be recognised as 
entitled to belligerent rights. 

The giving of Quarter may be men- 
tioned in connection with the subject of 
hostile relations between persons. At 
the present day quarter is granted except 
under very exceptional circumstances. 
The general duty to give quarter, how- 
ever, does not protect an enemy who has 
personally broken the laws of war, who 
has stated his intention not to give 
quarter, or whose government has com- 
mitted acts justifying the making of re- 
prisals. In the Chino-Japanese war 
quarter was as a rule freely given by the 
Japanese. There was’ one notable ex- 
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ccplion, however, after the captvirc of 
Port Arthur. This was a massacre of 
men, women, and children, which lasted 
for lour days, until only some thirty-six 
Chinamen were left alive, and tlicse were 
only spared in order that they mig-ht bury 
the dead, and in their caps were placed 
papers with the inscription, “ This man 
is not to be killed.” With this ex- 
ception the war with China was waged 
on the part of the Japanese in accordance 
with the best of moflern tr.aditions. .As 
a matter of fact the Japanese denied that 
the Port Arthur atrocities were committed 
by their regular soldiers, and alleged that 
they were the work of some drunken 
coolies who were attached to the army. 
The following l^roclamation, which was 
made by Count Oyama to the army on the 
22nd April, 1S94, s.ays much for J.apan’s 
humanity : — ” Belligerent operations be- 
ing properly confined to the military and 
naval forces actually engaged, and there 
being no reason wh.alever for enmitv be- 
tween individuals because their countries 
arc at war, the common principles of 
humanity dictate that succour and rescue 
should be extended even to those of the 
enemy’s forces who are disabled by 
wounds or disease.” The Proclamation 
added that Japan had signed the Geneva 
Convention in 1S86, and that ” her 
soldiers had already been instructed that 
they are bound to treat with kindness and 
lielpfulncss such of their enemies as may 
be disabled by wounds or disease.” By 
way of a contrast to the Port Arthur 
massacre we may mention that when 
Wei-hai-wei rvas taken the Japanese re- 
leased all the Chinese soldiers and 
foreigners, with the exception of one Von 
Hanneken, an American who had broken 
his parole given on the occasion of the 
sinking of the Koiv-Shing. 

With regard to the treatment of sick 
and wounded, humanity imposes upon 
combatants the duty of treating them 
properly ; and by the Geneva Conventions 
of 1864 1868 the sick and wounded 

must be collected and tended, and whilst 
they are in military hospitals or hospital 
ships they are to be treated as neutrals. 
Surgeons and others engaged in tending 
sick and wounded are also regarded us 
neutrals; and military hospitals and 
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liable to be made prisoners. Some 
authorities have decided in the afiirma- 
ti\c, but presumably they can only be 
detained for special reasons j and as a 
matter of fact anybody can be made a 
prisoner for special reasons. 'Hie French 
Onicial Handbook for the use of oflicers 
directs newspaper correspondents to be 
detained so long" only as military necessity 
may warrant. At the commencement of 
this war the Russian authorities drew 
up some most stringent regulations to 
be observed by war correspondents with 
the Russian army. In connection with 
this question, it may be remembered that 
early in the war the Fawan, a vessel 
chartered by the Chicago Daily Press cor- 
respondent, was captured by two Russian 
“ destrojers.” OfTiccrs and marines 
were placed on board, and the correspon- 
dent and crew were sent below and 
heavily guarded for a time. The Fawan 
was ultimately released, however, and 
nothing more came of the incident. 

As our readers arc aware, wireless 
telegraphy has been largely employed in 
this war by both combatants, and Admiral 
AlexeiefT is said to have threatened to 
treat as a spy a newspaper correspondent 
who made use of wireless telegraphy 
within the 2one of operations of the 
Russian Fleet. 

We will now pass to another subject, 
namely, some of the methods of waging 
war, and in this connection there does 
not appear to have been any employ- 
ment by the Japanese of Privateers, either 
during the Chtno-Japanese war or the 
present one. The parties to the Declara- 
tion of Paris, in 1856, decided to abolish 
privateering, which is chiefly plundering, 
and all the civilised Powers have signed 
the Declaration except Spain, Mexico, 
and the United States. Some regrettable 
incidents occurred, however, on the part 
of the Russian volunteer squadron, which 
w’e shall refer to later on — notably, the 
seizure of the P. and O. Liner Malacca, 
and some other British and German 
vessels. Among the other methods 01 
warfare which are forbidden by the laws 
of civilised nations may be mentioned 
assassination, or murder by treachery ; but 
killing by surprise (ambush for instance) 
is permissible. It is also unlawful to 


poison food or w’atcr which is likely to be 
consumed by an enemy ; also the use of 
poisoned weapons. Guns, al^o, must not 
be loaded with nails, glass, or scraps 
of metal, etc. Happily the present war 
appears to have been carried on without 
recourse to these methods. 

With regard to projectiles, more es- 
pecially of the explosive type, the De- 
claration of St. Petersburg (1868) forbids 
the use of any projectile which, being 
filled with a fulminating or inflammable 
substance, shall weigh less than 400 
grammes {t.e., a little less than i Ib.). 
Uy the Brussels Conference of 1874 it is 
laid down that “ the laws of war do not 
recognise in belligerents an unlimited 
right to choose the means of destroying 
the enemy.” This question was also 
dealt with by two of the Declarations at 
the Congress at the Hague. The and 
Declaration had for its aim “ the pro- 
hibition of the use of any projectile having 
for its sole object the dispersion of 
asphyxiating or injurious gas.” This 
Declaration met with tlje unanimous as- 
sent of the Powers ; but to the 3rd 
Declaration, prohibiting ” the use of 
balls which readily expand or flatten 
themselves in the human body,” Great 
Britain would not agree, as it struck 
at the use of the ” dum-dum ” bullet. 

As regards the employment of the 
French “melinite-” and the German 
*‘ roburite,” the ground for maintaining 
that they do not transgress the 2nd 
Declaration of the Hague Congress is, 
that neither their sole or even main object 
is the dispersion of noxious or injurious 
gases, but simply the same object as the 
ordinary shell — namely, destruction by 
concussion or explosion, any formation of 
gas being incidental and trifling in 
amount. On the other hand, the amount 
of destruction or suffering inflicted is 
immaterial if the result attained is con- 
sidered to be proportionate. For in- 
stance, no objection is made to the 
legitimate and proper use of mines or 
torpedoes, and it is perfectly permissible 
to ram a vessel and sink her with all 
hands. 

In the course of a paper on “ Problems 
of Neutrality connected with the Russo- 
Japanese War ” read at the Royal Naval 
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College, Greenwich, by the Rev. Dr. 
Lawrence, the lecturer referred to the 
floating of mines on the high seas, and the 
destruction, by a Russian mine, of the 
Japanese battleship liaisnse, and conse- 
quent terrible loss of life. The lectui'er 
observed that there were no precedents 
for guidance in dealing with the matter. 
It seemed to him, however, that every 
sound principle was against a belligerent 
transforming any part of the open sea 
into a mine field. At the same time, if 
mines placed in belligerent waters, where 
they might be properly used, got loose, 
and floating about interfered with neutral 
navigation, then the case was on all fours 
with that of a stray shot which, missing 
one of the belligerent ships, might per- 
chance do damage to a neutral vessel 
in the vicinity. Vice-Admiral Harris, 
who occupied the chair on the occasion 
of this lecture, expressed his opinion that 
while belligerents certainly had a right 
to lay mines within the three-mile limit, 
it was undoubtedly an interference with 
the rights of neutrals to place them ten 
miles out. Suppose, he said, we were at 
war with France, and each side laid mines 
ten miles out in the Channel, life would 
not be worth living for any merchant 
vessel using those waters. Of course, 
the mines in the Yellow Sea might have 
broken adrift, and he hoped that was the 
case. It is believed in naval circles that 
this question will be brought to the 
attention of the Hague Tribunal, in order 
that a clause bearing on it may be added 
to the rules of law which the tribunal has 
laid down. 

Abuses of flag's of truce, of the badges 
or flags of the Geneva Convention, or of 
the military insignia or uniform of the 
enemy, are breaches of the laws of war. 
An instance of abuse of the white flag 
appears to have occurred at the battle 
of Nan-shan (Kin-chau). It was stated 
by a wounded Japanese officer that the 
reason why the Japanese losses in that 
battle were so heavy was that the 
Russians displayed a white flag and ap- 
parently surrendered. “ We advanced,” 
he said, “ and were on the point of pass- 
ing them when the enemy fired point 
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ships of an enemy, both warships and 
mcrclianl vessels, may be attacked and 
captured in their own ports and waters, 
in the ports and waters of the attackin'^ 
Power, and on tlic high seas ; but they 
cannot be interfered with in ticuiral ports 
or waters. Government ships of a 
belligerent may be captured unless en- 
gaged in exploration or scientific investi- 
gation ; unless they arc carleUslnps {i.r., 
public or private vessels employed ex- 
clusively as transports for the conveyance 
of exchanged prisoners) ; or arc hospital 
ships flying the Geneva cross, and 
designated as such, and other vessels 
carrying sick and wounded under that 
flag. The enemy’s private ships may be 
captured, except those lying in the 
enemy’s ports at the commencement of 
hostilities ; but enemy ships entering 
territorial waters after war has com- 
menced are liable to seizure and confisca- 
tion. Fishing boats engaged in coast 
fishing, and their gear, are exempt from 
secure, but not those engaged in deep- 
sea fishing. In connection with the sub- 
ject of fishing-vessels, and as an illustra- 
tion of the spiendui patiiotio feeling 
among all classes of the Japanese, it may 
be mentioned that early in the w-ar the 
poor deep-sea fishermen (whose liveli- 
hood is ever a very precarious one) were 
pieparing to set out for the fishing 
grounds off the Korean coast, but they 
first consulted the naval authorities at 
Tokio as to whether they could do so 
with safety. On being advised to 
abandon their project on account of the 
risks to which they would be exposed in 
wartime, the fishermen resolved to utilise 
their craft as a volunteer fleet for use »n 
their country's service as opportunities 
should offer themselves. 

Belligerent vessels which at the out- 
break of war are on a voyage to a hostile 
port from a hostile or a neutral one, and 
vessels which have commenced loading at 
an enemy’s or other foreign port (not 
having issued from such port), are usually 
exempted from capture during a specified 
period ; and permission is occasionally 
granted for an enemy’s vessels with cargo 
for a hostile port to enter and leave same 
safely. A difficulty will be remembered 
which arose in connection W’ith the 


Russian gunboat Mandjur, which the 
Chinese, on the 17th February, 1904, had 
warned to leave Shanghai, under pressure 
of the Japanese Consul. As the Russian 
captain did not seem at all inclined to 
clear out, representing that he was await- 
ing orders from his Admiral, the Japanese 
stationed the Akitsushwia cruiser at 
Woosung, under orders to keep an eye 
on the gunboat. On the 27th March the 
Cliincsc Foreign Office advised the Taotai 
at Shanghai that the Russian Minister at 
Pekin had agreed to dismantle the Mand- 
jtir^ which operation was completed on 
the 31st March, the Akitsushivia leaving 
immediately afterwards. 

During the course of the war there 
have been many incidents illustrative of 
the right of visitation and search of vessels 
of different nationalities. The object of 
this visitation and search, it may be ex- 
plained for the benefit of the lay mind, is 
to ascertain the nationality of a ship and 
the nature of her cargo. The right is 
strictly a belligerent one, and does not 
exist in time of peace, except by Treaty. 
Tlie warships or government vessels of 
wewtTal Powets tamiol at timt be 
visited and searched by a belligerent ; and 
an enemy’s private vessels may only be 
stopped, visited, and overhauled in time 
of war on the high seas, with the object of 
discovering whether they or their cargoes 
are eontraband of tror, or otherwise liable 
to seizure. Piratical vessels, or those sus- 
pected of being pirates, can be visited 
at any time. Respecting this right, 
which is frequently abused, a strong 
attitude was assumed by Captain Pres- 
bitcro of the Italian cruiser Marco Foloy 
who reported that on the 14th March, 
1904, near Suda Bay, he came across the 
Russian Dmitri Donshoiy also a cruiser. 
The Russian (which had previously 
stopped several men-of-war and mer- 
chantmen) fired a blank shot across the 
bows of the Marco Polo! but Captain 
Presbitero, who questioned the Russian’s 
right to dictate to a neutral war- 
ship, declined to stop, and forth- 
with continued his voyage _ to China 
without further molestation. The 
Japanese, on the other hand, seized the 
Nonvegian steamer Herntes on the 9th 
February, 1904, near Port Arthur, 
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and took her into Nnpnsaki. Near 
Chefoo, also, they took three other Nor- 
wepan merchantmen, the LcuOy Activ^ 
and Scutts^ all of which were found to be 
laden with coal for the Russians. On 
the same date the Russians were kind 
enough to sink a British steamer, the 
Eupnis, at Port Arthur. The Fupiug 
was leaving; the harbour, and when 
abreast of the Russian guardship, the 
latter, without giving any warning;, fired 
three shells, two of which hit the British 
ship in tlie bows and seriously wounded 
foe Chinese passengers. The Fuptng's 
papers being subsccjucntly found to be 
all in order, the Russian captain apolo- 
gised to the British commander, alleging 
that it was a vtistake! The other British 
steamers, the P'rankby and Ettrickdahy 
laden with coal for China, were also 
stopped by the Russians, but were sub- 
sequently released. They also detained 
for eight days the Norwegian steamer 
MathxldCy on a \o)agc to Nagasaki, but 
she was afterwards released. An un- 
fortunate incident, however, occurred in 
connection with the Hsiptugy a British 
steamer which, through stress of weather, 
sought shelter on the loth February 
in the roadstead of Port Arthur, as 
did also the British steamer ChUig- 
pingf and the German steamer Pronto. 
When night came on the Russian 
authorities ordered the lights on all these 
vessels to be put out. Subsequently a 
Russian w’ar-vcssel came into harbour 
and commenced firing on the ships, the 
Pronto receiving most of the shots. The 
forts .also commenced to fire on both the 
Russian man-of-war and the merchant 
vessels! Next day the Russians ordered 
the Hsiping to proceed to Dalny, where 
she W'as detained for four days under 
guard, in spite of the protests of her 
captain, the Russians alleging that their 
mine-transport had been blown up and 
no one knew the positions of the mines. 
Finally the Jlstping was allowed to con- 
tinue her voyage to Shanghai. Among 
other British ships captured and detained 
were the Foxton Hall and the Rosalie. 
The British India Mail Steamer Mombasa 
was chased in the Red Sea by a Russian 
fleet, after two shots had been fired 
across her bow’S, but after a long examin- 


ation she was allowed to proceed. More 
recently some incidents took place which 
threatened serious consequences at the 
time, namely, the seizure of the German 
Mail Steamer Prtnz Heinrich and the 
British liner Malacca^ also the sinking of 
the British steamer Knight Commander ^ 
all of w’hich exploits w’erc effected by the 
so-called Russian “ volunteer ” squadron. 

With respect to a volunteer navy, its 
legality largely depends upon the amount 
of control which the Power employing it 
exercises over the ships and their crews. 
It stands to reason, however, that if a 
merchant vessel starts on a voyage as 
such, she must retain that character till 
her voyage is ended ; and if she throws 
off the guise of a merchantman and as- 
sumes that of a warship, she cannot be 
considered other than a pirate. 

Before proceeding to consider the Law 
of Neutrality it may be added that, for 
the purpose of protecting neutral Powers, 
and deciding .^s to the validity of captures 
and adjustment of claims, all civilised 
Powers establish Prize Courts. The 
jurisdiction of such Courts extends not 
merely to captures by warships of their 
own flag, but also to e.xccptional captures 
during peace. A Prize Court must be a 
duly constituted one, sitting in the 
territory of the captor, or of bis ally, 
but not in neutral territory. Japan or- 
ganised, in the Chino-Japanese War, a 
Prize Court, Issued Prize Laws, and even 
despatched law officers to the head- 
quarters of the army and to the flag- 
ships of her navy, in order that they 
might advise on such questions of Inter- 
national Law as should arise during the 
war. 

Neutrality. 

One of the most important questions at 
the outbreak of the war was the position 
which China would take up, and whether 
she would pronounce her neutrality and 
abide by it. Early in February she issued 
Imperial Edicts announcing that war had 
broken out between Russia and Japan, 
and that, seeing that those nations were 
friendly with her, she must declare her 
neutrality. The Viceroys and Governors 
were therefore enjoined to maintain 
neutrality, preserve order, and protect 
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mcrch.'ints rmcl propcrt}-. At IVlcin the 
authorities were specially warned against 
allowiiii^ evil rumours to spread ; the im- 
portance of prolcctinp: foreij^n lei^ations 
and churches was emphasised ; disturbers 
of the peace were threatened with severe 
punishment, and grave offenders with de- 
capitation. 

lieing; neither judge nor party, a vciitiyl 
must exhibit such absolute imparti.ality 
lliat neither of the bcllig^erents may obtain 
any subslanlird advantagfe or privilege 
over the other ; on the other hand, a 
bclligcrcnl must pay scrujnilous respect 
to the soverei,g;nty of his neutral neig’h- 
bours. A neutral is not permitted to 
g-ive armed assistance to either party, 
even though he may have promised to do 
so before the war ; he may not lend money 
to either side, or g'uarantee such loan ; 
he must not permit the passage of 
bellig'erent trooi)s through his territory, 
or liic levying' within it of troops for 
belligerent service ; nor ma\' he give or 
sell armed ships or other instruments of 
warfare to a belligerent. Furthermore, 
he must prevent and cancel all acts of 
hostility, either in the ncutr.al territory 
itself or in the adjacent waters, prohibit 
the exercise of any belligerent juri.sdic- 
tion therein, disarm and intern any troops 
attempting to traverse neutral territory, 
and set at liberty all prisoners of war 
found within its borders. .'\ belligerent 
must not carry on hostilities within 
neutral territory : use neutral harbours 
for fitting out expeditions, recruiting 
men, or obtaining supplies of arms and 
stores ; nor use neutral territory as a 
base of operations. He must scrupu- 
lously observe all regulations of neutral 
states as to the admission of their cruisers 
and their prizes into neutral ports, and 
the amount of innocent supplies they may 
take on board ; must disarm and intern 
their troops driven across neutral 
frontiers, and make reparation to any 
state whose neutrality he may have 
violated. 

The subject of visitation and search of 
vessels has alread}' been dealt with at 
some length, and it need only be added 
that by the and Article of the Declaration 
of Paris : “ The neutral flag covers 

enemies’ goods, with the exception of 


conJraband of war ” ; and by Ihc 3rd 
article, “ .N'culral goods, witli the ex- 
ception of contraband of war, arc not 
liable to capture under the enemy’s flag.” 
With I'cg'ard to convoy, it seems clear that 
the rig-ht of .search cannot be defeated 
by the acceptance of convoy, and resist- 
ance on the part of convoying ships 
renders all the convoyed vessels liable to 
capture. 

The subject of contraband- of war 
is an important one, there being 
great diversity of opinion as to what 
articles may be classed as contraband, 
:ind frecjuently treaties are entered into 
between nations, in which are specified 
the various articles which arc to be con- 
sidered by them as contraband ; and 
belligerents generally publish a list of 
the articles to be so treated. Provisions, 
being .articles of ambig-uous use, arc not, 
ns a rule, contraband ; but they may be- 
come so under certain circumstances. 
In the case of the Fran hl.argarclha, on 
the 23th July, 1**505, Dutch cheese on a 
voyage from .Amsterdam to Quimper was 
held not to be contraband, whilst on the 
following day Dutch cheese fit for naval 
stores, going on a voyage from Amster- 
dam to Corunna on the ship 'Acldcn Rust, 
was condemned owing to the proximity 
of the tiestination to the naval port of 
Fcrrol. In 1S85 France, during her war 
with Chinn, declared rice contraband. 
Articles of widest usage are generally 
contraband, as horses, sulphur, salt- 
petre ; and materials for naval construc- 
tion, such as limber, spars, engines, 
engine fillings, sail-cloth, rope, copper, 
hemp, and tar, have been considered con- 
traband by mutual consent ; also money, 
clothing, and unwrought metals. Coal 
was declared contraband by France in 
JS59 and 1S70 ; but during the Franco- 
German war England considered that it 
ought to be determined by its destina- 
tion. 

Earl}' in the present war (February, 
1904), in reply to a Cardiff firm who 
had approached him. Lord Lansdowne 
said : ‘‘I am to state, generally, that 
coal is an article ancipitis usus, not per se 
contraband of war, but if destined for 
warlike, as opposed to industrial, use, 
it may become contraband. Whether in 
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nny particular case coal is or is not con- 
traband of war is a matter prtmd facte 
for the determination of the prize courts 
of the captor’s nationality, and so longf 
as such decision when given docs not 
conflict \\ith wclUcstablishcd principles 
and rules of International Law, his 
Majesty’s Government will not be pre- 
pared to take cveeption thereto. I am to 
add that his Majesty’s Government arc 
not at present aware that any declaration 
on the subject has been made by either 
of the belligerents.” On the loth Feb- 
ruary Japan published a notification of 
the Various articles to be deemed contra- 
band, among which coal was included. 
This was followed by the Russian regu- 
lations, issued in March following, w’hich 
included ” every kind of fuel, such as 
coal, naphtha, spirits, etc.” Raw cotton 
was also specified as contraband in the 
Russian schedule ; but, in answer to 
various enquiries, it was stated that the 
declaration applied only to raw' cotton 
suitable for the manufacture of explosives, 
and not to cotton yarns or tissues. It has 
been stated that the Japanese Govern- 
ment foresaw the probability of coal be- 
ing declared contraband, and conse- 
quently had for years been laying in large 
stores of Welsh coal, which was impera- 
tive for the use of torpedo-boats and de- 
strojers, owing to its smokeless character. 


As regards telegraph cables, those be- 
tween points in the territory of an enemy 
are generally subject to such treatment as 
the necessities of war may require ; but 
cables between the territory of an enemy 
and neutral territory may be interrupted 
w’ilhin the territorial jurisdiction of the 
enemy. A submarine cable between 
two neutral points js generally held 
to be inviolable, although censorship 
may possibly be exercised over it, 
as Great Hritain did in the West 
Indian ports during the Spanish- 
Amcrican War, In March, 1904, 
the Japanese Consul at Chefoo warned 
the Great Northern Telegraph Company 
that any attempt to repair the cable be- 
tween Chefoo and Port Arthur would be 
deemed a breach of neutrality, and the 
Company replied that no attempt would 
be made to do so without the permission 
of the Japanese Government. As regards 
despatches, these are commonly classed as 
contraband. By hostile despatches is 
not meant ordinary mails. 

In concluding this article one cannot 
refrain from pa>lng a tribute to Japan for 
the w'ay in which she has observed the 
rules of International Law in her present 
conflict, her chivalrous treatment of. her 
wounded and prisoner enemies, and her 
strict compliance with all the laws and 
usages of neutrality. 





